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C h a p t e r  S p r i n g  M e e t i n g  P l a n n e d  

The Chapter’s Spring Din-
ner/Business Meeting has been 
planned for Friday evening, 22 March 
2019 at The Door to Virtue Lodge in 
Westminster (46 Monroe Street, 
Westminster, MD 21158), and will be 
a very full event.  It is also planned to 
be very different from those held in 
the past. 

First, the date is very different and 
is based on discussions by the Execu-
tive Committee..  The weekday even-
ing meetings can be a challenge to 
those still working who need to com-
mute to the venue site; evenings are 
also getting to be more of a challenge 
for some of our older Compatriots.  
Weekends while still viable for many 
also can come with their own chal-
lenges.  A Friday night, however, is 
not known to ever been tried before 
by our chapter. 

Second, the venue is different.  
We have most often been at The But-
tersburg Inn, and occasionally we 
have held events at other locations 
where we can bring in food.  This is 
the first time we have held the event 
at the Masonic Lodge, the location of 
which will be familiar to many of our 
Compatriots less than a 100 yards 
from where we usually gather for the 

Westminster City Memorial Parade 
on Monroe Avenue.  Special thanks 
go out to Compatriot Steve Gemeny, 
who  arranged for this venue. 

Third, the menu will be different.  
Rather than the sit down dinners we 
have had in the past, and even differ-
ent from the catered meals we have 
had for the Constitution Week Pro-
gram, the chapter will make this a 
Pizza Party!  If you don’t prefer pizza, 
however, we invite you to bring 
something in for yourself to eat.  As 
almost everyone loves pizza, the Ex-
ecutive Committee thought this would 
be a good change of pace.  

Fourth, our agenda will be ex-
panded.  Elections and Installations of 
Officers will all be done in the same 
night (see article on the Officer Slate).  
Our Essay and Eagle Scout Contest 
Winners will also be there.  Also, if 
there are any contestants, we will hold 
the actual Orations Competition dur-
ing the meeting.  We will also have 
three new members to induct.  

With so many firsts, it’s shaping 
up to be an interesting and important 
meeting for the chapter.  We encour-
age all Compatriots to attend.  See the 
flyer with this newsletter. 
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Compatriots: 
 The long winter has been 
a difficult one for many of us, yet 
Spring is just around the corner.  
A number of personal and family 
challenges have made this espe-
cially hard for me, but I am not 
only hopeful, but certain we are 
moving forward into a very excit-
ing future for the chapter. 
 While no Fall meeting 
was held,  your chapter’s Execu-
tive Committee did hold a meet-
ing by telecom recently and re-
sulted in the 2019 schedule of 
events you will see in this  issue.  

With hard dates for almost all events, there will be a lot 

of work to do, and I’ll certainly be turning to you all for 
your help and support in them. 
 When I became our chapter’s President — only 
the second in the chapter’s history — I indicated I would 
serve no more than five years.  The State  added a clause 
in its Bylaws limiting  chapter Presidents to only four 
consecutive terms, but did give me special dispensation 
for a fifth term provided I had a Vice President who 
could be trained up to take over in 2020.  You’ll have to 
come to the Spring Meeting to see who is nominated 
from the Floor! 
 The Spring looks to be a busy one, and I hope 
you all can attend one or more events. 
 I look forward to seeing you all and hearing 
from you all soon. 

Pro Patria Nostra, 
Jim Engler 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

James F. Engler, Sr. 

The following slate has been announced for 2019-2020: 

 PRESIDENT: James F. Engler, Sr. 

 VICE PRESIDENT: NO RECOMMENDATION 

 SECRETARY: Christopher Lyons 

 TREASURER: Philip J. Engler 

 REGISTRAR: James F. Engler, Sr. 

 CHAPLIN: Alexander Bracy 

 BOARD OF MANAGERS 2019-2022, BOTH 
SLOTS: NO RECOMMENDATION 

 

Members of the Board still serving their three-year terms 
will be continuing in office; any changes needed to other 
Board of Managers positions will be handled per chapter 
Bylaws. There will be nominations taken from the floor 
at the Spring Meeting for all positions shown as NO 
RECOMMENDATION, followed immediately by the 
Election and Installation of Officers. 

E l e c t i o n  S l a t e  A n n o u n c e d  

 The chapter has recently received word of the 
approval of three new members: John and Zachary Lay-
cock; and Michael Ransdell. 

 The Patriot ancestor for the Laycocks is James 
Ford, Sr (1708-c. 1788) who furnished supplies for the 
army. 

 Michael Ransdell’s Patriot ancestor is John Chil-

ton (29 Aug 1729-11 Sep 1777), a captain of a company 
in the Third Virginia Regiment of the Continental Line.  
He died as a result of wounds received at the Battle of 
Brandywine. 

 We hope to induct all three at an upcoming 
Chapter meeting.  Please welcome them to our chapter 
and make them feel right at home! 

W e l c o m e ,  n e w  M e m b e r s !  

R e m i n d e r s  

Electronic Edition. If you have a new or changed e-
mail address, please let President Engler know, as 
sending electronically saves the cost of printing and 
postage. 
Articles Needed. Are there any items you’d like to 
share with the rest of the chapter? If so, contact Presi-
dent Engler. 
Volunteers Needed.  There are a number of chapter 

chairmanships that are in need of filling (see the 
Committee Status Report for where we have needs). 
Please consider taking on one of these positions.   
We are a Registered Non-Profit.  Our chapter is a 
registered 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  Contribu-
tions will be recognized in writing and are tax-
deductible.  Every dollar contributed will be used di-
rectly for our new and existing programs.  
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The first grave marking of 2019 will be that of 
Joshua Gist, buried in the Gist Family cemetery just 
outside of Westminster, Maryland.  Joshua served as 
First Major, Baltimore Co. Militia, Col. Thomas 
Gist's Upper Battalion, 4 FEB 1777 and in Col. Ni-
cholson's Troop of Horse, 7 JUN 1781.  He was also 
the brother of GEN Mordecai Gist,. 

The ceremony will take place at 1 PM on Sunday, 
14 April  2019 at the Gist Cemetery.  Directions to 

the site: From Main St. in Westminster, head south 
on Rt. 32. Turn right on Hook Rd. The cemetery is 
half way between Rt. 32 and Gist Rd. on the right, 
immediately after Col. Joshua Gist Rd. 

The grave was last marked by the DAR in the 
1930s and will represent the first time the SAR has 
marked the grave. 

We encourage all Compatriots to attend.  

C h a p t e r  t o  M a r k  P a t r i o t  G r a v e  

The chapter has winners in both  the Knight Essay 
and Eagle Scout competitions. 

Allison Lord, a Sophomore at Westminster High 
School, won our chapter’s Knight Essay competi-
tion, submitting an essay “An Analysis of the Causes 
of the American Revolution”. 

Daniel Gauthier, an Eagle with Troop  110 in El-
dersburg, won our Eagle Scout Award.  Daniel’s Ea-
gle Scout project was to improve the woods trail 

near the water tower at Liberty High School, which 
is a portion of the Liberty High School Cross Coun-
try course.  

Congratulations to both our winners! 
They are both planning on attending our Spring 

meeting. 
Following the meeting, an article on these wins 

will be submitted to the Carroll County Times and 
appear on our Facebook page.  

Y o u t h  C o n t e s t  A w a r d  W i n n e r s  A n n o u n c e d  

The chapter will once again march in the Memorial 
Day Parade in Westminster on Memorial Day, 27 
May 2019.  We will assemble at 9:30 AM as usual 

on Monroe Street, just down the hill from West Mid-
dle School. Please mark your calendars and plan to 
attend!.  

C h a p t e r  t o  M a r c h  i n  M e m o r i a l  D a y  P a r a d e  

Graduation is just around the corner, and the chap-
ter is making plans to present Outstanding Citizen-
ship Pins at the public and private schools this year 
to graduating seniors.  The dates are being firmed up 
with the schools and usually are the last week in 
May and the first week or so in June.  Often, more 
than one school in different parts of the county will 

hold their awards ceremony at the same night and 
time. 

When called upon, we hope that Compatriots will 
be able to schedule time to make these presentations.  
This a great opportunity for the chapter and SAR to 
get out in front of the public.    

O u t s t a n d i n g  C i t i z e n s h i p  A w a r d s  a r e  
C o m i n g !  
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C h a p t e r  D e d i c a t e s  3  P a t r i o t  M a r k e r s  

The Westminster chapter marked on 10 Novem-
ber the graves of three Revolutionary War patriots 
in the Emmanuel (Baust) Union Cemetery just west 
of Westminster, Maryland.  The SAR is dedicated 
to preserving the memory of our brave Patriot an-
cestors who fought to establish the United States of 
America.  These patriots were John Fleugal, Mi-
chael Wagner Jr., and George Warner.  All three 
lived in the Westminster area during the American 
Revolution.  John Fluegal served as a Fife Major in 
the company of Captain Welsh.  Michael Wagner 
served as a juror for the Oath of Allegiance in Fred-
erick County in 1778.  George Warner was part of 
the Frederick Detachment, Fifth Maryland Line, in 
Captain Sheaff’s company.  Each of these men has 
numerous descendants, many still living in Carroll 
County today, some who attended the grave mark-
ing service.   

Three members of the chapter — President Eng-
ler, C. Don Warner, and William Hiatt — were 
joined by SAR Compatriots from other chapters: 
James Schaub (Charles Carroll of Carrollton), and 
the following members of the Maryland SAR Color 
Guard, Dave Embry (Charles Carroll of Carrollton), 
Gene Moyer and Ron Harbaugh (both of SGT Law-
rence Everhart), Dave Hoover, Lou Raborg, and 
William Smithson (all of COL Aquila Hall).   

Pastor Jeffry Dull of Emmanuel Baust United 
Church of Christ served as chaplain for the service, 
and the Maryland SAR Color Guard provided a 
musket salute for the three patriots..  William Hiatt 
presented the chapter wreath for the three patriots, 
and descendants were asked to plant small  Ameri-
can flags at each grave. 

Photos by Doris Hull 
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JANUARY 
 No chapter activity 
 (5 January) State Board of Managers meeting 

JULY 
 (6-13 July) National Congress, Knoxville, TN 
 (20 July) Chapter Picnic 
 

FEBRUARY 
 (23 February) MDSSAR  George Washington Birthday 

Luncheon 
 (28 February) NSSAR  Spring Leadership Meeting, 

Louisville, KY 
 

AUGUST 
 (9-11 August) Atlantic Middle States District Meeting, 

Newark, DE 
 (16 August) Chapter summer Meeting  
 (17 or 18 August) Brooklyn Bus Trip 

MARCH 
 (1-2 March) NSSAR  Spring Leadership Meeting, Lou-

isville, KY 
 (22 March) Chapter Spring Meeting 
 (22 March) Chapter Orations Contest at Chapter Spring 

Meeting 

SEPTEMBER 
 (15 September) Constitution Week Program 
 (17-23 September) Constitution Week  
 (12 or 19 September) County Commissioner Proclama-

tion 
 (19-21 September) NSSAR  Fall Leadership Meeting, 

Louisville, KY 
 

APRIL 
 (5 April) ROTC Award  
 (13 April) MDSSAR Annual Meeting 
 (14 April) Patriot Grave Marking #1: COL Joshua Gist 
 Public Safety Awards 

OCTOBER 
 (19 October) Patriot Grave Marking #2: TBD 
 (26 October): MDSSAR Semi-Annual Meeting 

MAY 
 (15 May) Deadlines for Chapter Brochure and Poster 

Contests  
 (27 May) City of Westminster Memorial Day Parade 

(contact: Bill Hiatt)  
 

NOVEMBER 
 (1 November) Fall Business Meeting;  
 Flag Certificate Award (if not before then) (Contact: 

Bob Irwin) 
 (mid November) Chapter Information Session 

JUNE 
 (late May-early June) Chapter High School Outstand-

ing Citizenship Awards (contact: Jim Engler, Sr);  
 (early June) State Board of Managers Meeting;  
 (early June) JROTC Award (contacts: Charlie Hedges); 
  

DECEMBER 
 (14 December): Patriots Party 
 (31 December) Chapter Knight Essay Contest, and Ea-

gle Scout Essay Contest Deadlines (contact: Jim Eng-
ler, Sr.) 

At the Chapter’s Executive Committee telecom held on 26 
February 2019 the planning for the 2019 Calendar year 
was worked out. This is shown below.  All items in italics 
represent events at the state, district or national levels.  

Compatriots are invited to SAR events at all levels, so 
save the dates, and look for more details as we come clos-
er to those events! 

C h a p t e r  2 0 1 9  C a l e n d a r  A n n o u n c e d  
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N o t e s  f r o m  M D S S A R  J a n u a r y  B o M  M e e t i n g  

 The Maryland SAR held its State Board of 
Managers Meeting at the Maryland Club in Balti-
more on 5 January 2019.  The following are items 
that may be of interest to our members: 
 Chapter challenges remain.  While recent reor-

ganizations within the Thomas Stone and John 
Paul Jones chapters are breathing new life into  
them, Tench Tilghman continues to struggle.  In 
spite of  searching, their chapter president has 
been unable to find a replacement. 

 Our three new members were voted for ac-
ceptance by the state Board of Managers. 

 Chapter President and National Trustee James 
Engler Sr. spoke about the passing of his neph-
ew and urged all there to donate to the Mark 
Mosier Defeat DIPG Foundation to help con-
quer this lethal disease. 

 Some discussion started on  a possible SAR 
monument at the Washington Monument in 
Boonsboro. 

 State Yearbooks are available.  Hard copies cost 
$15. 

 Some discussion about contracting the website 
out as we are having trouble getting a state web-
master.  Current webmaster Chris Raborg ad-
vised against this as being too expensive. 

 National SAR’s Patriot Records Committee is 
looking for volunteers to enter in existing appli-
cations. 

 Maryland SAR will donate $1,500 of the 
$10,000 needed for the  statue of French Gen-
eral Rochambeau to be added to those of Wash-
ington, Lafayette and French Admiral de Grasse 
at Yorktown. 

 For those who attended the Patriot Party, a sur-
vey will be made available on Survey Money; 
an e-mail will be sent when it is available. 

 The Landsdale Library at University of Balti-
more, where the Maryland SAR Archives is 
stored, has been moved to the basement.  All 
lineage societies are urged to get the records 
moved back up to the third floor. 

  

 The National SAR held its Spring Leader-
ship Meeting from 28 February through 2 March 
2019 at the Brown Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky.  
The event consists of meetings by National Com-
mittees, a full day meeting of the National Trus-
tees, and various social events, in particular an 
evening dinner, a breakfast for SAR fund contribu-
tors, and a closing formal banquet.  Chapter Presi-
dent Engler, serving on several committees and 
serving as the 2018-2019 National Trustee for 
Maryland, attended.   

The following items before the National Trus-
tees may be of interest to our Compatriots: 
 The original lock and part of the door of the 

arsenal that was part of the Battle of Benning-
ton, Vermont, has been donated to the SAR. 

 There were 20 applicants for the American 
History Teacher Awards this year, double 
those received last year.  The Committee is 
currently judging the applications. 

 The external audit of NSSAR is substantially 

complete and will be posted. 
 The History of the SAR, volumes 1 and 2 have 

been digitized and handed over to Merchandize 
for sale.  Volume 4, a new volume, is about 
94% complete. 

 An unaudited report shows that $131,000 has 
been raised from donations toward Phase 2, 
Step 3 of the SAR Museum Project (current 
estimate to complete the step: $780,000) 

 The SAR Academic Conference on the Ameri-
can Revolution (SARACAR) will publish the 
peer reviewed papers of the 2014 conference in 
May 2019.  The 2018 papers on Spain in the 
Revolution will be published later this year or 
early in 2020 by Routledge Publishing, a major 
publisher of academic journals. 

 PG Alter indicated only 10% of members do-
nate to SAR and urges far more; before big 
philanthropic donors donate to an organization, 
they like to see internal participation by 70-
80% of the membership. 

N o t e s  F r o m  N S S A R  S p r i n g  L e a d e r s h i p  
M e e t i n g  
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 Budget was presented (available on the NSSAR 
ShareFile site) and Budget Committee seeks re-
quests for funding from the national committees. 

 The 2019 Congress Registration on-line is ex-
pected to be up by 1 May, 15 May at the latest.  
The hotel is now full and there are no plans to 
get a second hotel.  Any attending that plan to 
cancel should go through the chairman, Paul 
Callanan. 

  At the 2019 National Congress in Costa Mesa, 
California, on 6 July there will be a harbor cruise 
with a maximum of 450 registrants. Other trips 
include Lyons Air/Nixon Library of Huntington 
Library (Saturday), San Juan Capistrano 
(Wednesday), and Regan Library (Thursday).  
The registration will include ladies events and 
for any ladies attending Congress, these need to 
be registered for as well. 

 The 2023 National Congress will be in Florida. 
 Six BSA Volunteer Award applications have 

been processed. 
 Genealogy Committee plans to update the SAR 

application form to make it easier to redact in-
formation once the SAR Genealogical Research 
System  (GRS) comes on line and the general 
public can order copies of available applications. 

 The GRS Committee has released several docu-
ments for review that can be downloaded from 
the NSSAR Sharefile Site; comments are re-
quested by 15 April. 

 A motion was approved to seek local proclama-
tions naming November as American History 
and Founders Month. 

 NSSAR is looking into an umbrella insurance 
policy to cover all Color Guards. 

 The number of Patriot medals a State can award 
will be based on un-reconciled membership 
numbers as of 31 December of the previous year. 

 Mike Rowe (star of Dirty Jobs) will be awarded 
a Gold Citizenship Medal for his efforts in 
stressing training for trades. 

 Current SAR debt stands at about $310,00 and is 
continuing to be reduced.  Second floor build out 
of the headquarters building is complete. 

 Motions presented by the National SAR Execu-

tive Committee 
 Request to accept Fifth Third Bank’s recom-

mendations for investment mix: approved. 
 Incorporation of design and cost of retail store 

for the future Museum into the Phase 2 step 3 
tasking: approved. 

 Not requiring approval: replacement of mem-
bers on the SAR Museum Board.  Our chap-
ter’s Compatriot Ryan Trainor was replaced 
on the board. 

 Not requiring approval: HVAC work is mov-
ing ahead to mitigate heating issues in the Li-
brary. 

 Not requiring approval: An ad hoc committee 
on the digitization of applications and sup-
porting documents is to report out at National 
Congress in 2020. 

 Request to modify the requirements for com-
mittee quorum, to a majority of the members 
attending that Leadership Meeting or Con-
gress, and one third of the committee mem-
bership for telecons (excluded are standing 
committees and the executive committee): 
approved 

 Request to approve Mission Data to establish 
a template for a new national SAR website, 
for $85,000: approved. 

 Request for Mission Data, previously ap-
proved to create a new membership module, 
to be approved for $22,500 to complete phase 
2. 

 Request to approve a more modern account-
ing package for National headquarters, for 
$20,00  (numerous options were reviewed 
leading to this recommendation): approved 

 There was a briefing on what will be done to 
transition the old membership module to a more 
modern, maintainable platform.  The discovery 
phase came in under budget.  The new version 
will allow states and chapters to manage their 
own records of awards and medals. 

 Branding was approved for $7,000 to publicize a 
design contest for a new SR Logo. 

 PG Alter urged all to provide their updated in-
formation to the membership directory.  

N o t e s  F r o m  N S S A R  S p r i n g  L e a d e r s h i p  
M e e t i n g ,  c o n t ’ d  
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C o m m i t t e e  S t a t u s  

If you’d like to help out on a committee or step 
forward to chair one, please contact President Jim 
Engler. 
 
Americanism  (James Engler, Sr.) 
The Chapter’s Score Sheet has been submitted.   
 
American History Teacher Contest (C. Don 
Warner) 
We received after the deadline some interest from 
Gerstell Academy.  We hope to try again this year. 
 
Awards & Medals (VACANT) 
Westminster Police Department has been contact-
ed about the Law Enforcement Award; date has 
not yet been determined, due to the installation of 
a new police chief. 
  If you would like to recommend a Com-
patriot in our chapter for  a medal for their ser-
vices, please contact President Jim Engler. 
 
Brochure Contest (Acting: James Engler, Sr.) 
See article in this newsletter 
 
Bylaws (James Engler) 
Bylaw change will be voted at the Spring Meeting. 
 
Eagle Scout Award (VACANT) 
We are still looking for a new chairman.   
 
Flag Award (Bob Irwin) 
If you see someone that should get a certificate, 
please let me know. 
 
Fundraising (VACANT) 
No activity at this time. 
 
George Washington Portraits (Steve Gemeny) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Graves (James Engler) 
Our next grave marking will be on Sunday, 12 
April.  See article in this newsletter 
. 
 

JROTC/ROTC (Charles Hedges) 
Still no progress with the JROTC units.  The 
ROTC award will be made in April. 
 
Knight Essay (Acting: James Engler, Sr.) 
See article in this newsletter 
 
Memorial Day Parade (Bill Hiatt) 
See article this issue. 
 
Nominations Committee (Bylaws) 
See article this issue. 
 
Operation REACH  (VACANT) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Outstanding Citizenship (Acting: James Eng-
ler, Sr.) 
See article this issue 
 
Patriotic Organizations Outreach (VACANT) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Planning (James Engler, Sr.) 
See article in this newsletter. 
 
Poster Contest (Acting: James Engler, Sr.) 
See article in this newsletter 
 
Rumbaugh Oration (James Engler, Sr.) 
See the article in this newsletter. 
 
Supporting CAR (VACANT) 
We still are looking for a new chairman.   
 
 
Committee Chair Contact List 
James Engler, Sr. 410-782-6622 
Steve Gemeny  240-464-2280 
Charles Hedges 410-848-8491 
Bill Hiatt  410-876-8023 
Bob Irwin  301-703-8023 
C. Don Warner 410-756-1963 
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Our Chapter News-
letter has been chroni-
cling the fight of one 
of our youngest Com-
patriots since he was 
diagnosed in Septem-
ber 2017 with a rare 
form of childhood 
cancer known as 
DIPG.  Sadly, that 
fight has now come to 
an end, with his pass-
ing on 27 November 
2018. 

Since our last re-
port, an MRI came 
back indicating no real change in the tumor in spite 
of a new treatment being tried.  Very shortly after 
the results were received, however, there were phys-
ical changes that showed a rapid deterioration.  First, 
he was unable to use his right hand for the video 
games he loved to play.  Then, his right leg stopped 
working well, and walking, even with assistance, 
was a challenge.  In his final days, even swallowing 
without choking was difficult.  Luke died in his 
sleep, early on a Tuesday morning. 

Earlier last year, the Canine Corps of the Mont-
gomery County, Maryland Police Department made 
Luke one of their own.  They gave him his own call 
sign (K9-1), a uniform he was proud of, even his 
own challenge coin.  The members of the corps, hu-

man and canine partners, made frequent visits over 
the next months to see him.  On the day Luke died, 
the corps began a rotation of officers in front of his 
home until early the next morning, 24 hours after his 
passing. 

Luke was buried in that uniform.  Four members of 
the corps served as his pall bearers, and, during the 
public visitation before the funeral Mass, stood on 
each side of his coffin, with new officers rotating in 
every 20 minutes.  After the service, those who at-
tended saw the police pipe and drum corps outside, 
playing “Going Home”. 

There was a police escort for the 150 cars that trav-
eled to the cemetery that day, and the entire canine 
corps, human and canine, stood at attention at the 
entrance to the cemetery. 

On the way to the cemetery, some stranger on the 
side of the road was using his phone to film the pass-
ing of the procession, probably wondering who had 
died that merited this turning out.  Luke was some-
thing else.  In only seven years on earth, he had 
touched a lot of lives, and he will continue to do so.   

One of his sayings is "Don't be sad.  Sad is bor-
ing."  Wise words from one so young. 

As Luke’s family strives to forge a new “normal”, 
your continued thoughts and prayers will help them 
all a great deal.  

Learn more about DIPG and contribute to continue the 
fight at the Michael Mosier Defeat DIPG Foundation 
website (https://www.defeatdipg.org).   

L u k e :  H i s  S t o r y  C o n c l u d e d   

The Chapter’s Board of Managers met by telecon-
ference on the evening of Tuesday, 26 February.  
The following items were addressed. 

Planning for the 2019 chapter event calendar was 
conducted.  The results are shown in this newsletter 
and will be placed on the chapter website. 

Executive Committee Meetings will be held 
monthly. 

The Chapter’s Oration Contest, usually held in 
February, will be part of the March Chapter Meet-
ing. 

The Spring Meeting date was set.  Location was 
being worked out with Compatriot Steve Gemeny. 

The grave marking for the spring was discussed 
and consensus was to mark the Joshua Gist grave.  
Never marked by the SAR, the DAR last marked it 
in the early 1930s.   The committee believes that two 
graves per year are appropriate and more efforts are 
needed to determine whether there are more than the 
known 24 graves in the county that SAR has not yet 
marked. 

The committee discussed having an informational 
session for prospective members, to help them with 
the application process or receive information on 
membership. This event will require notice with a 
long lead time and the date is currently in late No-
vember or early December. 

C h a p t e r  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  N o t e s  
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The Maryland SAR held its George Washington 
Luncheon on Saturday, 23 February at the Eagle’s 
Nest Country Club in Phoenix, Maryland.  Thirty-
seven Maryland SAR members from 13 chapters and 
their guests attended the event; unfortunately, no 
members of our chapter were there.  What an event 
we missed! 

The meal, as always was excellent, from all ac-
counts.  The guest speaker was Gina Aleo Gordon, 
who portrayed Martha Wayles Skelton Jefferson, the 
wife of Thomas Jefferson. 

This year’s state Eagle Scout Award was presented 
to Anthony Bibbo.  Anthony represented the John 
Paul Jones Chapter.  A total of eight chapters includ-
ing ours were in this year’s competition at the state 
level.  Anthony read his essay and was also awarded 

a check for $500.00. 
As has become a tradition , Maryland SAR Award-

ed the Maryland 400 Medal to civilian and military 
members of the National Guard in Maryland. 

A number of SAR Medals were awarded, includ-
ing four War Service Medals (left to right above, 
Thomas Insley, John Davidson, Donald Hay, Ronald 
Shuey, between 2VP Perry left and President Ad-
kins,  right) and two Patriot Medals (below, 3VP 
Moyer, 2VP Perry, with President Adkins).  At-
tendees who contributed to the Maryland 400 fund 
were also honored. 

This year’s silent auction raised $370 for the Mar-
yland 400 fund. 

[All photos © 2019, Ron Harbaugh.] 

M D S S A R  H o l d s  A n n u a l  G W  L u n c h e o n  
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Maryland 400  Fund  Honorees with 2VP James Perry (left) and President Adkins (right): Paul Bannister , Ron Har-
baugh , Francis G M McGill, DR Park, Ivan Dooley, DAR State Regent Maureen Tipton .  First time attendees and those 
making additional contributions leading to a higher level in the Fund recognition program are presented their medals 

and/or new ranks at each George Washington Luncheon 

Maryland 400 Awardees  (with certificates from left to right)  CSM Thomas B. Beyard,  Msgt Patrick E. Ross, SSG 
Branden A. Jeffers, CW2 Stephan D. Pullen,  Maj. Anne K. Alvarado, flanked by supervisors and commanding officers, 

with President Adkins, far left. 
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 [Editor’s Note: As part  of an effort to intro-
duce our  members to what we as an SAR Chapter 
can do, this column will focus on different Commit-
tee and/or Officer Positions in each issue. ] 

GRAVE MARKING 
Motivation. Part of the Mission of SAR is hon-

oring the past and the contributions of our Patriot 
Ancestors.  Marking both the grave  of Patriots and 
Compatriots is one way we can do that in a very 
public way.  

 Chairman’s Role. The Chairman works to get 
everyone and everything at the right location  at the 
right time for our participation.  While the chair-
man can do much of this himself, this does not 
mean that he can’t and shouldn’t enlist other chap-
ter Compatriots to get all the coordination done.   

Committee Specific Tasks.  The committee 
addresses the following items: 
 Arrange for the Marker.  There are a variety of 

styles, including bronze and iron markers, as 
well as stone engravings.  The Chapter has 
sources for all of these   

 Arrange for Color Guard, Bugler. The Mary-
land Color Guard asks for notification weeks if 
not months in advance..  Buglers are available 
free of charge.  Local Law Enforcement Agen-
cies need to be notified  that there will be mus-
ket fire. 

 Get out the word out.  This includes contacting 
chapter members to attend, contacting local his-
torical societies, DAR, CAR, and family mem-
bers/descendants to get as big a turn out as pos-
sible..  Letting the local media and communities 
know is also needed. 

 Create the Program. SAR has a standard ritual, 
and parts that need to be filled.  We have a tem-
plate for creating the printed programs 

 Wreath. Arranging  for a wreath to be presented 
at the cemetery is a priority.   

 Publishing.  The committee gets out a press re-
lease, usually sent to The Carroll County Times.    

 
 
 
 

 
OUTSTANDING CITIZENSHIP AWARDS 
Motivation. One of the major areas of focus for 

SAR programs today’s youth.  They are the leaders 
of tomorrow and we need to make certain that they 
know as much about the era that formed our nation 
and the sacrifices and accomplishments of that 
Revolutionary generation, as well as how all of that 
has an impact on our nation today.  The Outstand-
ing Citizenship Pins have been a long-standing tra-
dition for the chapter in Carroll County, and were 
awarded here by SAR even before our chapter was 
chartered.   

Chairman’s Role.  The Chairman can take care 
of much of the needed activity leading up to the 
actual presentations, although these could be as-
signed to committee members: 
 Let State Chairman know how many pins and 

certificates are needed.  This is done in Janu-
ary.  Assume one per public and private school. 

 Arrange for Pin Pickup.  Usually available at 
the state George Washington Luncheon. 

 Contact the Schools.  Done by April, each 
school is e-mailed (contact information is avail-
able) to find out when the awards ceremonies 
will be. 

 Get Volunteers.  Mainly, this is getting a Com-
patriot to attend for each presentation.  Note 
there may be some schools presenting in sepa-
rate events on the same day and time. 

 Communicate With the Schools. Provide the 
name of the Compatriot making the presenta-
tion, and obtain the name of the recipient. 

 Prep the Certificates.  This involves printing 
the names on the certificates (we have tem-
plates for this) and getting the certificates and 
pins to the schools. 

 Make Presentations.  Attend the senior awards 
ceremonies and make the presentations.   

 Publish.  Submit a press release  to The Carroll 
County Times, as well as to the schools. 
 
 Committee’s Role.  The Committee takes part 

in the roles listed above. 

F o c u s  o n  P o s i t i o n s  
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  The Americanism Elementary School 
Poster Contest is directed at students in 3rd to 5th 
grades in public, private and home schools, as well as 
being open to Scouts (Boys & Girls) and members of 
the Children of the American Revolution (CAR) in 
the same grades.  The topic for this year is 
“Revolutionary War Person or Persons”.  All sub-
missions come to the Westminster Chapter for 
judging, with a deadline of May 1, 2019.  The 
chapter winner will be submitted to the state level 
competition, with the state winner competing against 
other state winners at the national level.  The state 
Winner earns $150, with second place of $75 and 
third place of $50.  The national winner earns $300, 
with second place of $150 and third place of $100.   

 The Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial Middle 
School Brochure Contest is directed at 6th to 8th 
grade students in public, private and home schools, 
as well as being open to Scouts (Boys & Girls) and 
members of the Children of the American Revolution 
(CAR) in the same grades.  Entries must address the 

founding documents of the United States.  All sub-
missions come to the Westminster Chapter for 
judging, with a deadline of May 1, 2019.  The 
chapter winner will be submitted to the state level 
competition, with the state winner competing against 
other state winners at the national level.  The state 
Winner earns $150, with second place of $75 and 
third place of $50.  The national winner earns $350, 
with second place of $250 and third place of $150.  . 

 If you know anyone who is a student among 
your acquaintances, neighbors, family or friends, 
who have children of the right ages for these contests, 
we urge you to urge them to make a submission.  
We’d like to see a lot of submissions in all four of 
these contests, and you our readers can make that 
happen! 

 If there are any questions, please contact Pres-
ident Engler.  If you’d like to help out, chair or judg-
ing for these competitions, we could really use your 
help.  

Y o u t h  C o n t e s t  D e a d l i n e s  N e a r  

The Maryland Society SAR will hold its  Annual 
Meeting at Dutch’s Daughter Restaurant  (581 Himes 
Ave .) in Frederick on Saturday, 13 April 2019.  

Starting at 8:00 AM, there will be a hot breakfast 
buffet served followed by the MDSSAR Board of 
Managers and General Membership meeting, which 
will finish by noon.  In the course of the morning 
meeting, the election of new state officers will be 
held.  During the morning meeting, spouses and 
guests are invited to attend a program led by Mr. 
Glenn Wallace, Vice President of the Coalition to 
Protect Maryland Burial Sites . 

Following the morning meeting, MDSSAR will 
transition into its annual Patriots Day program in 
commemoration of the Battles of Lexington and Con-
cord.  This will begin with the state-level Rumbaugh 
competition.  The chapter is hoping to have a contest-
ant for that event. This will be followed by a Memori-
al Service for Compatriots that have passed in last 12 
months, followed by the installation of new officers 
and a Buffet Luncheon.  The luncheon speaker will 

be  Eileen McGuckian, Historian. 
The cost of the event, including breakfast and 

luncheon, will be $55.00 per person.  Please make 
checks out to MDSSAR and send to MDSSAR Treas-
urer Gary R. Neal, Post Office Box #1, Cockeysville, 
MD 21030-0001. 

Checks are due by 29 March 2019.  All Compatriots 
are urged to attend.  

M D S S A R  T o  H o l d  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  i n  
F r e d e r i c k  
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A new addition to our Compatriot News page: 
birthdays celebrated this quarter of the year.  We 
won’t say how old they are: 
 20 January: Mike Ransdell 
 21 January: Rich Engler 
 23 January: Art Petruccelli 
 26 February: Ralph Renner 
 28 February: Zach Laycock 
 07 March: Chris Lyons 
 08 March: Ryan Woodard 
 17 March: Chris Bracy 
 20 March: Bill Hiatt 
 20 March: James Engler, Jr. 

We wish them all a very Happy Birthday!  If 
you see them, wish them one, too! 

B i r t h d a y s  

Did you know that St. Patrick’s Day is also Evacuation 
Day in Boston?  It marks the date in 1776 when British 
General Howe loaded his entire garrison and many Loy-
alists of Boston onto naval transports bound for Hali-
fax, Nova Scotia.  This culminated a nearly year-long 

siege that began when the Minutemen chased the Brit-
ish regulars back to the city after the Battles of Lexing-
ton an Concord on 19 April 1775 and ringed the land-

ward side of the Boston, making provisions scare in the 
town itself.  Howe won the Battle of Bunker Hill during 

this siege, but lost a quarter of his troops in the pro-
cess.  The final straw was the sudden appearance on 
Dorchester Heights of patriot cannon dragged there 

from Fort Ticonderoga in New York. 
The painting at left depicting Howe’s evacuation of 

Boston was done by Michael Angelo Wageman around 
1861 

Compatriot  Ryan Trainor 
was recently elected presi-
dent of the Friends of the 
Little Bighorn Battlefield   
The Friends, as the organi-
zation is known, is a non-
profit formed in 1996 under 
then Superintendent Gerard 
Baker and officially estab-
lished in 1998 in a Memo-
randum of Agreement with 

the National Park Service during the administra-
tion of Neil Mangum.  The Friends raises funds to 
aid and directly promote management programs 
and objectives of the Little Bighorn Battlefield Na-
tional Monument. The Friends is an official partner 
of the National Park Service affiliated with the Lit-
tle Bighorn Battlefield National Monument More 
information can be found at http://
www.friendslittlebighorn.com/ 

Trainor, who since 2009 has served on the 
Friends’ Board of Directors, has decided to step 
down from the SAR Museum Board. With his re-
cent appointment to the Friends’ presidency, he 
felt that there was no way that he had time to catch 
up on the Museum Board business. 

N e w  R o l e  f o r  T r a i n o r  

Anything new happing in your family  - a birth, a marriage, an anniversary, move, retirement, change 
in job?  Let  your Compatriots know!  Just send your new events to the editor and we’ll get the news out 
in our next issue!. 

C o m p a t r i o t  N e w s  

How long have you been a member?  Congrat-
ulations to the following Compatriot who this 
quarter reached a milestone since joining the SAR: 
 02 March: Charles Hedges, 15 Years 

Congratulations! 

S A R  A n n i v e r s a r i e s  
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Luke Engler, aged 7, passed at home in Olney, 
Maryland on Tuesday, 27 November 2018 as a re-
sult of a rare brain tumor known as DIPG, about 14 
months after he was first diagnosed.  Beloved son of 
Nancy and Rich Engler; loving brother of Lucy and 
Amber; grandson of Bonnie and Doug Holder and 
the late Thelma and Walter Engler; nephew of 
Stacey Bonilla (JJ), James Engler  Sr (Joanne) and 
Lynn Gross (Doug); Also survived by many loving 
family members and friends. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated on 30 November 2018 at St. 
Peter’s Church in Olney, and he was interred at 
Parklawn Memorial Park, Rockville, Maryland.  
Luke became a member of the Westminster Chapter 
in 2016 along with his father and four of his cous-
ins.  Memorial contributions may be made to 
www.defeatdipg.org/luke/   

 

S a n d r a  W a t k i n s  ( 1 9 4 2 - 2 0 1 8 )  

Sandra Jeanette Watkins, 76, of Hampstead, MD 
passed away on 25 November 2018. Born 7 Febru-
ary 1942 in Carbondale, IL, she was the daughter of 
the late John and Alice (Lang) Newell and the de-
voted wife of Compatriot James Watkins. She was a 
graduate of Damascus High School and Iowa State 
University. She was also an active member of the 
Tri-Delta alumni organization, Wesley United 
Methodist Church in Hampstead, MD, the May-
flower Society, and the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR). Sandra is preceded in death by 
her father, John Francis Newell; her mother, Alice 
"Joyce" Newell; brother, John William Newell and 
her three sons: James Russell Watkins III, John 
Richard Watkins, and Scott Robert Watkins. She is 
survived by her husband; a son, Michael Fuller 
Watkins; a sister, Virginia Newell Lusch, and sever-
al cousins, nieces and nephews. She was known for 
her compassionate spirit and kind heart. She was a 
talented artist working with all mediums and most 
recently painting with watercolors. She also enjoyed 
traveling the world with her husband of 54 years 
who together have been to all seven continents. In-
terment was in Wesley United Methodist Cemetery. 

Memorial Contributions may be made to the Delta 
Delta Delta Foundation or Wesley United Methodist 
Church, Hampstead MD.  

 The chapter extends its condolences to the 
entire family. 

 

L u k e  W a l t e r  E n g l e r  ( 2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 8 )  



1333 Jay Road 
Sykesville, MD 21784 

Phone: (410) 552-3962 
E-mail: chris.lyons@outlook.com 

Chartered on 9 March 1985, the Westminster Chap-
ter, SAR proudly serves Carroll County, Maryland.   
In keeping with the mission of SAR, our chapter 

seeks to maintain and extend the institutions of Amer-
ican freedom through an appreciation for true patriot-
ism, a respect for our national symbols, the value of 
American citizenship, and for the unifying force that has 
created, from the people of many nations, one nation and 
one people.  
We do this by perpetuating in our local community, 

among all age groups, the stories of patriotism, courage, 
sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph of those who achieved 
the independence of the American people, in the belief 
that these stories are universal ones of man's eternal 
struggle against tyranny, relevant to all time, and will 
inspire and strengthen each succeeding generation as it  
too is called upon to defend our freedoms on the battle-
field and in our public institutions. 

W E S T M I N S T E R  
C H A P T E R ,  S O N S  O F  

T H E  A M E R I C A N  
R E V O L U T I O N  

Libertas et Patria 

OUR WEB ADDRESS: 
HTTP://WESTMINSTER.MDSSAR.ORG/

INDEX.HTML 

Date, Time and Place Subject 

22 March 2019 
6:30 PM 

Westminster, Maryland 

Westminster Spring Business/Social Meeting 
Contact: J. F. Engler, Sr. 

13 April 2019 
8:00 AM 

Dutch’s Daughter Restaurant, Frederick, Maryland 
 

MDSSAR Annual Meeting 
Contact: Gary Neal 

14 April  2019 
1:00 PM 

Gist Family Cemetery, Westminster, Maryland 
 

MDSSAR George Washington Birthday Luncheon 
Contact: Gary Neal 

End of May-start of June 
 

Outstanding Citizenship Awards 
Contact: J. F. Engler, Sr. 

27 May 2019 
9:30 AM 

Monroe Avenue, Westminster, Maryland 

City of Westminster Memorial Day Parade 
Contact: J. F. Engler, Sr. 

TBD June 2019 
MDSSAR Board of Managers Meeting 

Contact: J. F. Engler, Sr. 

C a l e n d a r ,  M a r c h  — J u n e  2 0 1 9  

Items in italics are non-Chapter (other Chapters, State, District or National) SAR events, see the State site (accessible from our chapter’s “Links” page) for 
more information on these events. 


