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T r i p l e  P a t r i o t  G r a v e  M a r k i n g  
P a r t  o f  C h a p t e r ’ s  V e t e r a n s  D a y  

E v e n t s  

The Chapter is now planning a 
late Fall Grave marking for not one, 
not two, but three Patriots, all buried 
in Emmanuel (Baust’s) Lutheran 
Cemetery in Tyrone, just to the west 
of Westminster.  This will be held on 
Saturday, 10 November 2018 at 11 
AM, rain or shine. 

The idea came to light when Com-
patriot C. Don Warner indicated he 
wanted to honor  two of his patriots, 
both buried there: Michael Wagner 
(1753-1829) and George Warner 
(1758-1830).  President Engler men-
tioned that there was an additional 
patriot buried in the grave yard, John 
Fleugal (1762-1843).  All three were 
long ago marked by the DAR, but 
have never been by the SAR. 

As part of this program, we invite 
compatriots to join together for la 
quick bite to eat (details will be pro-
vided at the event.  President Engler 
will provide over lunch a few 
thoughts on the theme of “Honoring 
America’s First Veterans”. 
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The Service of These Patriots 

While there a number of persons buried 
at Baust of the right age to have service, 
it has only been recognized for three: 

 John FLUEGAL.  Fife Major, Mary-
land Militia 

 Michael WAGNER.  Associator, 
1775.  Juror for Oath of Allegiance, 
1778. 

 George WARNER.  Private in Capt. 
Sheaff's company of militia, volun-
teered 16 JUN 1777. Took the Oath 
of Allegiance 1778 from the Hon. 
James Calhoun.  

I t ’ s  D u e s  T i m e !  

Dues notices have been sent out 
by Maryland SAR State Treasurer 
Gary Neal and by now should have 
been received in the mail.  Please 

send in your dues sin the envelope 
that was provided by 31 October 
2018. 
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Compatriots: 
 It’s not been that long 
since the last issue, but there is a 
lot to talk about! 
 The Fall has already 
started out looking busy, and we 
expect it to continue that way. 
 We’re also looking at 
some big changes in our immedi-
ate future.  In particular, we are 
now at a time of the changing of 
the Guard: we need new blood in 
chapter leadership positions.  
State Bylaws tie my hands on 
this, and we will have a new 
chapter President come the 

Spring.  But who will that be?  That is to be determined, 

but I can assure I have no plans on going away from this 
chapter and will certainly help with the transition. 
 We can all be proud of the fact that while we 
may be small, our chapter has a lot of activity.  We can 
only maintain that level, though, if we all pitch in.  We 
all need to throw out the idea that each of us has to do 
every aspect of an event, and instead, if we all act to-
gether, as our ancestors did in the Revolution, we can 
accomplish much.  To that end, a survey has been sent 
out, so please consider it and respond — the chapter’s 
future depends on you! 
 I look forward to seeing you all and hearing 
from you all soon. 

Pro Patria Nostra, 
Jim Engler 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

James F. Engler, Sr. 

On Saturday morning, 26 May 2018, Compatriot C. 
Don Warner and Chapter President Jim Engler attended 
the rededication of the Ellsworth Cemetery.  This grave-
yard, in which rest many of the poor and otherwise mar-
ginalized members of Westminster, was founded on 21 
December 1876 by six African-American soldiers of the 
Union Army as a burial site “for the colored residents of 
Westminster, Maryland.”  It is named after the first of-
ficer casualty of the Civil War, COL Elmer E. Ells-
worth.  He served as Lincoln’s law clerk in the 1850s 
and the later president referred to him as “the greatest 
little man I ever met .”  Ellsworth was struck down as he 
came down the stairs of the Marshall House Inn in Al-
exandria, Virginia, by the hotel owner, when Ellsworth 
and seven of his men pulled down a Confederate “Stars 

and Bars” flag that had been flying over the hotel.  The 
date was 24 May 1861, and Ellsworth was 24.   
The choice of name must have seemed fitting to these 
veterans of the Civil War, of a man they likely never 
knew, who served his country well.  Since the cemetery 
was founded, it is believed that 26 veterans of American 
wars were laid to rest in this place.  Sadly, over 158 years 
it fell into poor repair and was vandalized.  Two years 
ago, a community effort began to restore this cemetery.  
For Memorial Day this year, Major General Linda Singh, 
Adjutant General of the Maryland National Guard served 
as a the key note speaker.  Members of the Maryland Na-
tional Guard as well as the local Knights of Columbus 
participated in the ceremony. 

C o m p a t r i o t s  A t t e n d  C e m e t e r y  R e d e d i c a t i o n  
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 At the Westminster 
Town Council Meeting on 9 
July 2018, the Westminster 
Chapter Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution (SAR) pre-
sented the SAR Law En-
forcement Commendation 
Medal to Private First Class 
Martin Runk of the West-
minster Police Department.  
The Law Enforcement Com-
mendation Medal is present-
ed to those who have served 
with distinction and devotion 
in the field of law enforce-
ment. The medal is intended 
to recognize exceptional ser-
vice or accomplishment in 
the field of law enforcement. 
Eligibility is not limited to 
peace officers but extends to 
the entire range of persons 
who make and enforce the 
law to include but not limited to peace officers, attorneys, 
judges, prosecutors and legislators who have performed an 
exceptional act or service beyond that normally expected. 
The medal may be presented posthumously. 

 President Engler read from the Police recommen-
dation of PFC Runk.  Key items of this were:  

 On 18 December 2017 PFC Runk observed an inter-
action between a Maryland State Police Trooper and 2 
individuals over a drug-related incident.  One subject 
left the area on foot and the other left in a vehicle - 
driving in an aggressive manner toward the subject on 
foot.   PFC Runk followed and saw the driver exit the 
vehicle to attack the walker.  It was determined that 
the subject in the vehicle had attempted to strike the 
other subject with his vehicle and the driver arrested 
and charged with 1st degree assault and reckless en-
dangerment. 

 He is the department’s most proactive enforcer of traf-
fic safety laws.  When not busy with calls for service, 
he diligently seeks out traffic offenders.  In 2017 he 
made 703 traffic stops resulting in a 1,335 traffic in-
fractions, resulting in 32 custodial traffic arrests 
(including 4 DUIs) and issued 341 State citations, 895 
written warnings, and 99 Safety Equipment Repair 
Orders. 

 

 PFC Runk spent countless hours providing training as 
a certified firearms, radar and general police instruc-
tor.  He is a member of the Carroll County Critical 
Incident Stress Management (CISM) Team.   

 While off-duty he serves as a Post Advisor for the 
Carroll County Law Enforcement Explorer Program.  
PFC Runk has selflessly volunteered for our annual 
“Cops on Rooftops” event and earned his WPD Com-
munity Outreach Ribbon during 2017.   

 PFC Runk is also the Department’s liaison to the 
Bishop Garth Apartment Community and has done an 
excellent job collaborating with residents and com-
plex management regarding quality of life issues af-
fecting that community. 

 Following a reading by Chapter President James 
F. Engler, Sr. of the recommendation of PFC Runk for the 
award the medal and certificate were awarded.  This 
award includes an enameled bar, suitable for wear on the 
police uniform. 

 A report of the award was submitted to the 
NSSAR Public Safety Committee and should appear on 
the list of medals awarded for 2018-2019 at next year’s 
National Congress.  A press release has been sent to The 
Carroll County Times.  

C h a p t e r  P r e s e n t s  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  M e d a l  
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President Jim Engler (right) presents PFC Martin 
Runk (left) with the SAR Law Enforcement Commen-

dation Medal and Certificate.  
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N o t e s  F r o m  C o n g r e s s  

The SAR held its Annual National Congress 
this year in Houston, Texas.  While the official 
opening of the Congress was on Monday, 16 July 
2018, with other meetings and tours the event lasted 
from Friday, 13 July through the following 
Wednesday, 18 July.  President Engler attended as a 
delegate and the only member of our chapter to be 
there.   

Tours.  A number of different tours are always 
available at each Congress.  President Engler went 
on the  tour of Johnson Space Center,  NASA, on 
Saturday, 14 July, as well as the tour of the San 
Jacinto Battlefield on 18 July.  See the article 
“Congress Tours” in this issue for more details. 

Pre-Congress Social Events.  Every Congress 
has two notable events: the Host Reception and the 
Memorial Service.  The Host Reception this year 
was held Saturday evening at the  George Ranch 
Historical Park for some great Texas barbeque 

and hospitality.  In spite of the name, the George 
Ranch remains one of the oldest continuously oper-
ating ranches in Texas.  The Memorial Service was 
held Sunday at a local Houston Church, with the 
names of Compatriots, including some associated 
with our own chapter, who had passed away in the 
previous year. 

Youth Awards.  Sunday morning also saw the 
judging of the National Poster Contest, and there 
were a number of good competitors.  Sunday also 
saw the National Rumbaugh Orations Competitions, 
with three preliminary rounds and a final round in 
the evening, comprised of the top two competitors 
of each of there preliminary rounds. 

On Monday the Youth Awards Luncheon an-
nounced all the Winners of the different national 
contests.  The Winners of the National Essays for 
JROTC and Eagle read their submissions, and the 
Rumbaugh Orations winner  gave her speech.  Of 
the other Youth Contests, the Maryland state winner  
(sponsored by the COL Aquila Hall Chapter in Har-
ford County) tied for third place in the Poster con-
test,  and Maryland’s competitor (sponsored by the 
COL Nicholas Ruxton Moore Chapter in Baltimore 
County) took third in the Brochure Contest. 

SAR Awards.  Awards were also made to SAR 
state Societies, chapters and Compatriots on Mon-
day night.  The evening starts with the installation 
of the new class of Minutemen, the highest award 
for service by a Compatriot in the SAR; currently 
there are four Maryland SAR Compatriots still liv-
ing in that august group, several of who attended.  
Maryland made a good showing this year, in that 
besides picking up awards for participation in a 
number of programs, Maryland SAR won  the Alle-
me Wilson Groves Award and Streamer in the 
Americanism Score Sheet Contest this year for 
State Societies between 500 and 999 members (this 
for service to the community). Our own chapter 
earned an Honorable mention for best newsletter, 
and President Engler earned a Liberty Medal (see 
the articles “Newsletter National Honorable Men-
tion” and “Compatriot Earns Liberty Medal” in this 
issue). 
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Meals.  Besides the Youth Awards Luncheon, 
many SAR districts including ours had its own 
breakfast on Tuesday morning, in which the candi-
dates for national office made one final visit; there 
were also meals for the George Washington En-
dowment Fund.  As always, the last two nights of 
Congress have their own great meals.  The Presi-
dent General’s Banquet on Tuesday night, and the 
Installation Banquet for the new  President General 
on Wednesday evening.  Both were stylish and en-
tertaining affairs.  The Chief Executive of the BSA 
spoke at the President General’s Banquet on Tues-
day, which provided interesting insights into the 
current activities of that organization. 

Business.  All was not fun and games, though.  
Various committees met prior to the opening of 
Congress to continue moving the activities along.  
Congress opened on Monday, and the preliminary 
count was 261 delegates attending. (the final tally 
was 269).  Over the next three days there would be 
much  discussed.  Here are some of the highlights, 
below. 

 The second floor of SAR Headquarters in Lou-
isville is almost completed, providing six to 
seven new offices for staff. 

 SAR national membership stands at 35, 882 

 Applications are being processed in about six 
weeks for new memberships and 12.5 weeks for 

supplemental applications 

 Bylaws were an area of discussion, with a num-
ber returned for further discussion and clarifica-
tion. 

 Memorial application fees have been reduced.  
There is no other change in fees this year. 

 PG Guzy attempted to declare himself running 
from the floor for a second term.  This was 
challenged and after several votes, the conclu-
sion was that he could not, in fact , run from the 
floor because the paperwork had not been sub-
mitted in a timely manner 

 There were three contested races, one for SAR 
Foundation Board, two for Vice President Gen-
erals, which were included in the voting on 
Tuesday afternoon.  One of these VPG positions 
was our own Mid-Atlantic District.: out of 231 
votes cast, Lou Raborg (MD), the incumbent, 
won 131 to 100 over Paul Hays (DC), the latter 
endorsed for VPG at last year’s AMS  (the in-
clusion of Compatriot Raborg occurred during 
the AMS Breakfast at Congress). 

With another Congress in the Books, we look 
forward to seeing Compatriots again next year at 
the 129th  National Congress from 5-10 July 2019 
at  the Orange County Hilton in Costa Mesa, Cali-
fornia. 

N o t e s  F r o m  C o n g r e s s ,  c o n t ’ d  

 The Carl F. Bessent Award is a National SAR 
annual newsletter competition looking for the best 
examples of communication at the chapter and state 
level.  Last December, a copy of Volume 7, Issue 2 
was submitted for consideration to the NSSAR Peri-
odicals and Newsletters Committee.  At the National 
Congress in Houston, The Westminster Associator 
was awarded an honorable mention.  The award was 
in the multipage chapter category. 

 This award would not have been possible 
without the many events and participation of our 
membership, which has been presented in our news-
letter’s pages.  Congratulations go to the entire Chap-
ter membership! 

N e w s l e t t e r  N a t i o n a l  H o n o r a b l e  M e n t i o n  
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 Congress sites have a lot of local pride and 
want to show it off.  Those in the eastern part of 
the United States often can display Revolutionary 
War sites that are of great interest to our Compatri-
ots.  Texas provided its own spin on the revolution-
ary and delivered some interesting events. 
 Johnson Space Flight Center.  America’s 
revolution of space still has one of its primary cen-
ters in Houston Control at NASA’s Johnson Space 
Flight Center.  The site itself was loaned by Rice 
University, and is in fact laid out such that if the 
center is ever moth-balled, the land is ready built to 

be a satellite (pardon the pun) campus of the uni-
versity.  With space the order of the day, it was 
still surprising to see an agricultural facility on 
campus, replete with Texas Longhorns!  The site 
also allows for a lot of wandering wildlife as well. 

 
 One of the main items on the tour was to 
visit the Space Vehicle Mockup Facility.  Here the 
astronauts and cosmonauts and practice operational 
procedures for all kinds of normal and emergency 
situations in a mockup of the International Space 
Station (ISS, next page, top image).  Work is also 
being done in this facility in preparation for 
manned missions to Mars. 
 The visit also afforded Compatriots an op-
portunity to get up close and personal with a com-
plete Saturn V complex, the kind used to take 
American astronauts to the moon in the 1960s.  
These stages came from different cancelled mis-
sion to the moon (next page, middle image). 
 The tour ended back at the Space Center 
Houston, just outside the gates of Johnson Space 
Flight Center.  This is a very popular site in the 

C o n g r e s s  T o u r s  

(above) Longhorns! 
(below) The Wildlife of NASA. 

Quirky Factoid:  The bikes shown above were donated 
to Johnson Space Flight Center in the 1960s by the 

Schwinn Bicycle Company to allow staff to move quick-
ly around the campus.  They are maintained on an an-

nual basis, so these bikes might just have been used by 
an astronaut in training! 
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Houston area, with a lot of science exhibits, and as 
you would expect, focused on space exploration.  
While we were there, one astronaut who had been on 
the Space Shuttle and the ISS, Clay Anderson, gave 
a very entertaining and amusing talk about his expe-
riences.  From the Space Center, visitors take trams 
to see the actual NASA facility.  So if you are eve in 
the Houston area, this is one recommended for the 
whole family! 
 San Jacinto Battlefield.  Texas has a long 
and proud history.  At this Congress, Compatriots 
learned of what were some of the first cattle drives in 
Texas, which brought cattle to Louisiana to supply 
the army of Gov. Galvez, who seized Pensacola and 
Mobile, among other areas of British West Florida 
during the American Revolution.    
 Then again, Texas had its own Revolution, 
and stood as an independent country for a decade 
before joining the United States, and this is an area 
of equal pride.  Everyone has heard of the Alamo.  
The Lexington and Concord of the Texas Revolution 
was the Battle of Gonzales, and their Yorktown was 
San Jacinto. 
 Not located far from Houston, Compatriots 

were afforded a tour of the open battle field  and had 
the opportunity to travel up the San Jacinto Battle 
Monument.  Taller than the Washington Monument, 
built on a concrete based made in a single 51 hour 
concrete pour, the monument provides a great pano-
rama of the surrounding Houston area. 
 In all, some very interesting locales to see!  
[NOTE:  All photos in this article © 2018 
J.F.Engler, Sr.] 
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The Atlantic Middle States Association, com-
prising of the Mid-Atlantic District (includes Mary-
land SAR) and the North Atlantic Districts, met in 
Newport News, Virginia, 10-11 August 2018.  
President Engler attended this event. 

The Friday evening session permitted candi-
dates for National office to introduce themselves to 
the attendees.  The end of the evening consisted of 
voting to provide endorsement to some of these 
candidates.  As the AMS meets so soon after Na-
tional Congress, this is usually the first stop they 
make in their campaigns. 

Saturday consisted of the AMS Business Meet-
ing.  There was some expression of concern regard-
ing the outcome of the VPG race that occurred at 
Congress.  As a result of the issues raised, a Bylaws 
Committee has been convened to determine what if 

any changes are needed to prevent future issues 
(President Engler has been named to serve on this 
committee by Maryland SAR State President James 
Adkins). Each state presented their reports on their 
activity over the past year. 

A special event also occurred during the Satur-
day session: the chartering and installation of a new 
chapter in Virginia.  What is unique about this 
chapter is that most of its members come form  an 
American Indian tribe of the state, whose ancestors 
all fought on the American side during the Revolu-
tion. 

The AMS will meet 9-11 August 2019 in Dela-
ware at the Hilton Christiana, 100 Continental Dr., 
Newark, DE.  The planned tour is of nearby  Bran-
dywine Battlefield.  

N o t e s  f r o m  A M S  

The Chapter held its third annual Constitution 
Week Program on September 16, 2018 in the Large 
Meeting Room of the Public Library in Westmin-
ster.  After a delicious luncheon from Mission 
BBQ, attendees heard the main speaker, Dr. Law-
rence Peskin (Morgan State University), who pre-
sented a speech entitled “The Constitution and the 
Masses – The Founders and (Anti-)Populism”. 

The Speech started off with the statement that 
some of his students mistakenly believed that the 
Constitution stated that it was about “life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness” which is stated in-
stead in the Declaration of Independence.  Profes-
sor Peskin then went on to describe in brief the po-
litical turmoil of the 1780s based largely on eco-
nomic hardships and the inability of the Articles of 
Confederation to properly deal with the national 
crisis.  He noted the Annapolis Convention (1786), 
which only five states attended (Maryland not be-
ing one of them) resulted in a call for all the states 
to attend a convention the following year with the 
purpose of amending the Articles of Confederation.  
When they met the following year, 12 of 13 states 
were represented, and the meeting resulted not in 
amendments to the Articles, but a completely new 
document, the United States Constitution, signed on 
September 17, 1787.  Dr. Peskin described the doc-

ument as a means to prevent the worst abuses of 
populism, but that populism could not be complete-
ly suppressed, and the evolution of the Constitution 
continues to incorporate more of populism in its 
words.  Dr. Peskin concluded where he began, by 
saying that while the words attributed to it by one 
of his students were incorrect, the spirit of that the 
Constitution continues to imbue it.  

C h a p t e r  H o l d s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  W e e k  P r o g r a m  

Dr. Peskin, right, receiving a Certificate of Appreciation 
from Westminster Chapter President Jim Engler  
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The AMS tour of the afternoon was to Jame-
stown Park.  If you have not been to Jamestown in 
the last two decades, it is something you need to do.  
For well over a century, it was thought that Jame-
stown fort had eroded into the James River.  In the 
1990s it was discovered that almost all of it remains 
intake, and what you see today comes from the ex-
cavations begun in the 1990s.  

Recommended reading: Jamestown: The Truth 
Revealed, by William M. Kelso, chief archeologist 
of the site.  It is a fascinating book on the work and 
research done to bring alive the life and times of An-
glo-America’s first successful colony on the North 
American mainland, and how near a thing it was to 
failing. 

A M S  T o u r s  J a m e s t o w n  

Top : The interior of Jamestown, looking west.  
Middle: Exterior  of the north side of the fort 

Bottom: Interior  of the fort, looking toward the south  
(All photos © J.F.Engler, Sr.) 
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R e m i n d e r s  

Electronic Edition. If you have a new or changed e-
mail address, please let President Engler know, as 
sending electronically saves the cost of printing and 
postage. 
Articles Needed. Are there any items you’d like to 
share with the rest of the chapter? If so, contact Presi-
dent Engler. 
Volunteers Needed.  There are a number of chapter 

chairmanships that are in need of filling (see the 
Committee Status Report for where we have needs). 
Please consider taking on one of these positions.   
We are a Registered Non-Profit.  Our chapter is a 
registered 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  Contribu-
tions will be recognized in writing and are tax-
deductible.  Every dollar contributed will be used di-
rectly for our new and existing programs.  

C h a p t e r  I n d u c t s  N e w  M e m b e r  

 The Westminster Chapter, Sons of the 
American Revolution, inducted a new member to 
the chapter during its Constitution Week Program 
on September 16, 2018 in the Large Meeting Room 
of the Public Library in Westminster.  Mr. Bernstein 
descends from one John (Flook) Fluck, a soldier of 
the 33rd Battalion of Maryland militia, under the 
commands of COL Charles Beatty and CAPT Van 
Swerringenn.  Mr. Bernstein’s patriot ancestor was 
born 6 Apr 1756 in Middletown, Frederick County, 
Maryland, where he died about September 1827.  
 Upon being inducted, new Compatriot Dan-
iel Bernstein indicated that he “looked forward to 
working with the chapter.”  
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C h a p t e r  H o l d s  D e l a y e d  S u m m e r  M e e t i n g  

 Due to low response, the Summer meeting, 
originally scheduled for August was postponed and 
was added to the end of the Constitution Week Pro-
gram.  Attendees consisted of President Jim Engler, 
Secretary Chris Lyons, as well as Compatriots 
Christopher and Stephen Engler, C. Don Warner, 
Bill Hiatt, and new Compatriot Daniel Bernstein. 
We were also joined by Compatriot Bernstein’s 
family and by Compatriot James Schaub, President 
of the Charles Carroll of Carrollton Chapter in SAR 
in Howard County. 
 President Engler gave a brief report on activ-
ities.  He indicated that due to changes in the State 
Bylaws, this was his last year as Chapter President 
due to term limits and that we need a new President 
and Vice President.  He indicated that he would be 

happy to mentor both.  He also indicated his intent 
to stand for Chapter Registrar; he as been serving as 
the Assistant Registrar to the recently departed Reg-
istrar and Chapter Past President, Cecil Massie.  
 He also indicated that a Nominating Com-
mittee would be formed.  As there were no volun-
teers, he will be making calls. 
 He reported the chapter’s newsletter re-
ceived an Honorable Mention in an national SAR 
competition. 
 The Fall Meeting date is to be determined. 
Efforts are now on going to get competitors for the 
Youth Contests and the American History Teacher 
Awards.  On the latter, there appears to be some in-
terest from Don Warner’s contacts in the Carroll 
County Public Schools. 
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 The Chapter supported the Carroll County 
Commissioners in the proclamation of the week of 
September 17-23, 2018 as Constitution Week in Car-
roll County.  The proclamation was read during the 
Commissioners’ Open Session on September 20, 
2018 and they thanked the Westminster SAR for their 
efforts in making this event known. 
 September 17, 2018 marked the 231st anni-
versary of the signing of the United States Constitu-
tion, which replaced the Articles of Confederation 
adopted by the Continental Congress on November 
15, 1777.  Over time it became clear that the Articles 
did not provide the national Government with enough 
powers to manage the affairs of United States effec-
tively.  The Annapolis Convention (1786) which only 
a five states attended (Maryland not being one of 
them) resulted in a call for all the states to attend a 
convention the following year with the purpose of 
amending the Articles of Confederation.  When they 
met the following year, 12 of 13 states were repre-
sented, and resulted not in amendments to the Arti-
cles, but a completely new document, the United 
States Constitution.  Over the next few years, moves 
to ratify the new Constitution moved through the dif-
ferent states, and finally went into effect when the 
ninth state, New Hampshire, ratified the Constitution 
on June 21, 1788 (Maryland was the seventh to ratify, 
on April 28, 1788).  Due to the objections of some 
states that individual rights were not sufficiently cov-

ered, a set of 12 amendments were sent out to the 
states for ratification, ten of which became the Bill of 
Rights in the Constitution on the ratification of them 
by Virginia as the 11th stated needed for amendment 
ratification on December 15, 1791.  

The Congress, by a joint resolution of February 
29, 1952 designated September 17 as “Citizenship 
Day” and by joint resolution of August 2, 1956 re-
quested that the President proclaim the week begin-
ning September 17 and ending September 23 of each 
year as “Constitution Week.”  As it has now for 
three years, the County Commissioners have at the 
request of the Westminster Chapter SAR considered 
and decided to proclaim this week as Constitution 
Week in the county.  After the proclamation was 
made, Commissioner Rothschild gave a series of 
remarks, that we must remember that the United 
States is “not a democracy; the fact of the matter is 
that we are a constitutional republic and our found-
ers feared democracy”, seeing it as an euphemism 
for “mob rule”.  The difference he continued, was 
that a democracy is a pure majority rules system, 
while a constitutional republic, while it can employ 
democratic principles, has limited powers and can-
not use those democratic procedures to take away 
the inalienable constitutional rights of the individual 
to life, liberty, and property. He concluded by saying 
that a “democracy is a rule of men , while a constitu-
tional republic is rule of law.”  

C h a p t e r  A t t e n d s  P r o c l a m a t i o n  

left to right: left to right: Commissioner Wantz, Commissioner Weaver, Westminster SAR member Don Warner, West-
minster SAR Chapter President James Engler, Commissioner Frazier, Commissioner Howard, and Commissioner Roth-

schild.  
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C o m m i t t e e  S t a t u s  

If you’d like to help out on a committee or step 
forward to chair one, please contact President Jim 
Engler. 
 
Americanism  (James Engler, Sr.) 
National SAR has reported out the results of the 
2017 Americanism Score Sheets.  See  the article 
in this newsletter. 
 
American History Teacher Contest (C. Don 
Warner) 
Carroll County Public Schools have been contact-
ed and are very interested.  A press release was 
sent to Carroll County Times, as well as to the pri-
vate schools in the county. 
 
Awards & Medals (VACANT) 
No activity at this time.  If you would like to rec-
ommend a Compatriot in our chapter for  a medal 
for their services, please contact President Jim 
Engler. 
 
Brochure Contest (Acting: James Engler, Sr.) 
See article in this newsletter 
 
Bylaws (James Engler) 
Due to changes enacted by Maryland SAR There 
will be a need for a change in our chapter Bylaws. 
 
Eagle Scout Award (VACANT) 
We are still looking for a new chairman.   
 
Flag Award (Bob Irwin) 
If you see someone that should get a certificate, 
please let me know. 
 
Fundraising (VACANT) 
No activity at this time. 
 
George Washington Portraits (Steve Gemeny) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Graves (James Engler) 
See article on front page of this newsletter 
. 

JROTC/ROTC (Charles Hedges) 
No report at this time. 
 
Knight Essay (Acting: James Engler, Sr.) 
See article in this newsletter 
 
Memorial Day Parade (Bill Hiatt) 
See article this issue. 
 
Nominations Committee (Bylaws) 
See article this issue. 
 
Operation REACH  (VACANT) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Outstanding Citizenship (Charles Hedges) 
See article this issue 
 
Patriotic Organizations Outreach (VACANT) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Planning (James Engler, Sr.) 
Planning for 2019 will be done at the Fall Meet-
ing.  Please send in your surveys to help us with 
the process (see article in this newsletter). 
 
Poster Contest (Acting: James Engler, Sr.) 
See article in this newsletter 
 
Rumbaugh Oration (James Engler, Sr.) 
See the article in this newsletter. 
 
Supporting CAR (VACANT) 
We still are looking for a new chairman.   
 
 
Committee Chair Contact List 
James Engler, Sr. 410-782-6622 
Steve Gemeny  240-464-2280 
Charles Hedges 410-848-8491 
Bill Hiatt  410-876-8023 
Bob Irwin  301-703-8023 
C. Don Warner 410-756-1963 
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C o m p a t r i o t  E a r n s  L i b e r t y  M e d a l  

 At the National Congress 
in Houston, the names of the win-
ners of the Liberty Medal were 
listed in the Awards Night pro-
gram.  President Engler was one 
of many recipients. 

 What, you may ask,  is the 
Liberty Medal?  First authorized 
in 1987, the Liberty Medal is 
struck in bronze and depicts a bust 
of the Statue of Liberty on the ob-
verse. The reverse has a space for 
the name and date of the recipient 
to be engraved. The medal is sus-
pended from a gold ribbon and 
may be worn at any SAR event.  
It commemorates the restoration 
of the Statue of Liberty,  and is a 
reminder of our liberty .  It’s a 
medal that any Compatriot can earn by being the First 
Line Sponsor on ten (10) new applications.  Presenta-
tions are always made at the Annual Congress.   

 It is intended to recognize those who make the 
effort of recruiting new members.  The person doing 
all that work  in helping the new applicant develop 
their application and get it write should be the first of 
the two sponsors on the application, not the name of 
an officer of a state society or a chapter, or any other 
person, who did no more than receive the application 

in the course of his official duties then append his sig-
nature as first-line sponsor, and forward the applica-
tion to the National Society for processing.   

 While there may be some candidates out there 
who know exactly what to do and are seasoned gene-
alogists themselves, most are not, and the efforts of 
our Compatriots will not only bring new members 
into the fold, but help those new members connect 
with the chapter and society as a whole. 

 This medal can be earned multiple times. And 
often is For each additional 10, a bronze oak leaf 
cluster may be presented.  A silver oak leaf cluster 
replaces 10 bronze oak leaves, and a gold for 10 sil-
vers.  The oak leaves should be arranged like the stars 
on a Betsy Ross Flag, with any gold an silver leaves 
in the upper right (from the wearer’s perspective). 

 Is it even possible to get that many?  Probably 
so.  Currently, the record in the Chapter is held by the 
late Cecil Massie, who had 32 Compatriots he spon-
sored, many of them current members of our chapter, 
including our newest, Daniel Bernstein. 

  How about you?  Do you know any friends or 
neighbors who might join SAR?  With family, there’s 
an available group plan, which can bring in a group of 
members all at once.  If you haven’t thought about, it, 
please consider it.  Especially if you of a genealogy 
bent, this is a great investment you can make in the 
SAR, by giving your time and recruiting.  

S u r v e y s  S e n t  t o  C o m p a t r i o t s  

The Chapter has sent out a new survey to all 
chapter members to help plan future activities.  The 
last time that this was done was in 2013, at which 
time the response helped to drive our annual plan-
ning activities. 

 Since then, though, a lot has changed in the 
chapter.  We are larger, more diverse in age, and all 
our lives have changed in many ways.  The events 
and times we have held them may not work so well 
anymore, as has been evident recently in attendance 
at our events. 

President Engler has sent out  a new issue of the 
survey to all current members on our roster.  For 
most, this has been sent electronically as an editable  
PDF file.  For those without e-mail service, paper 
copies will be sent. 

Whichever way you have received it, please take 
a few minutes to review, enter your answers as com-
pletely as possible and get them back to President 
Engler.  We are looking to get them all back by 31 
October, so that the information can support our 
planning activities at the Annual Fall Meeting.   
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 October sees the celebration of Yorktown 
Day, which marked the beginning of the end of 
British rule in America.  While there would be 
come fighting yet, in distant corners of the world, 
and peace negotiations in Europe that would end in 
the Treaty of Paris, the war effectively came to an 
end in Yorktown, Virginia on 19 October 1781, 
when the British army under the command of GEN 
Cornwallis surrendered to the combined French and 
American forces under GEN George Washington. 

This was the final domino to fall.  Cornwallis had 
been in the Carolinas suppressing the Revolutionary 
cause in what has been referred to as the Southern 
Campaign, in which British leaders thought they 
had a better chance due to a larger Loyalist popula-
tion.  In this they were mistaken, and after an initial 
string of successes, found themselves beset and on 
the defense from a growing, re-invigorated rebel 
army under GEN Nathaniel Green and the militia 
partisan forces of the Southern colonies who were 
fighting a guerilla war against the British.  Corn-
wallis decided to move north, to Virginia, and es-
tablish a base of operations at the deep water port of 
Yorktown. 

Meanwhile, the Continental Army in the north 
was not taking it easy.  In February 1781, knowing 
what was happening in the South, orders came 
through for all the Light Infantry Companies 
(troops with elite training for rapid movement and 
attack) of the regiments of New England to assem-
ble and march south under the command of the 
Marquis de Lafayette.  On  the way south they 
picked up more light infantry companies in New 
Jersey and headed for Virginia.  The route they took 
would be used six month later by the bulk of the 
Continental Army in its march to Yorktown.  Lafa-
yette’s orders were to harass, but not to engage the 
enemy in open battle. 

The die was cast, though, in August, when Wash-
ington held councils of war to determine what they 
should do next, the main thought being an attack on 
the British in New York City.  Much depended on 
the French and their navy, and it was learned that 
Admiral de Grasse was taking his fleet to the Ches-
apeake, the way forward was clear: march south 

and take out the British southern army. 
Washington left behind in camp enough troops to 

make the British think that the bulk of the army was 
still there, watching what was happening in New 
York and preparing to attack  Meanwhile, most of 
the rebel army was on the move south, through New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania,  Delaware, and Maryland, on 
the way to the ultimate goal, Virginia.  Today, there 
is a marker outside Camden Yards in Baltimore, 
marking where some of those troops encamped on 
this march (now known as the Washington-
Rochambeau Revolutionary Route). 

Yorktown sits on the edge of the York River, a set 
of bluffs at its back.  The British thought this would 
be their winter quarters and were building it up as a 
naval base, while also setting up a set of fortifica-
tions surrounding the town.  Once the American 
forces arrived, the rebels wasted no time.  As the 
Americans had little experience in siege work, they 
relied on their French allies, experts in the trade, to 
get things arranged.  With French know-how, and 
American energy and labor, in one night they sur-
prised the British with completing the first line of 
trenches and encircling the town on 28 September 
1781. 

A second line of entrenchments was then made, 
closer to Yorktown, so that American and French 
artillery could rain destruction on the town and 
Cornwallis’ forces more effectively.  To complete 

R e m e m b e r i n g :  Y o r k t o w n  

Plan of Yorktown Siege.  Redoubts 9 and 10 circled 
in red. 
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the encirclement, two redoubts — square, earthen for-
tifications — numbered 9 and 10 near the river need-
ed to be taken.  The light companies of Lafayette’s 
force, under the command of Alexander Hamilton, on 

the night of 14 October, with unloaded muskets, raid-
ed and seized Redoubt 10, taking it in 10 minutes, 
while the French army seized nearby Redoubt 9.  Af-
ter that, it was only a matter of time. 

Top: the remains of Redoubt 10.  Situated at the edge of the bluff overlooking the York River, much of it has been lost 
to erosion 

Middle: Redoubt 9, today.  Both Redoubts were believed similar in construction 
Bottom: The Int4erio of Redoubt 9. 

[All Photos © J.F. Engler, Sr.] 
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 [Editor’s Note: As part  of an effort to intro-
duce our  members to what we as an SAR Chapter 
can do, this column will focus on different Commit-
tee and/or Officer Positions in each issue. ] 

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 
Motivation. One of the ways to have our com-

munities know who SAR is to be present to them.  
One way is to be sponsoring  public events; the oth-
er is to be involved in events of the community.  
This committee coordinates our Chapter’s partici-
pation in the annual City of Westminster Memorial 
Day Parade, the oldest continuously held event in 
the country for this holiday.  Our chapter has partic-
ipated each year since 1998.  

 Chairman’s Role. The Chairman works to get 
everyone and everything at the right location  at the 
right time for our participation.  While the chair-
man can do much of this himself, this does not 
mean that he can’t and shouldn’t enlist other chap-
ter Compatriots to get all the coordination done.   

Committee Specific Tasks.  The committee 
addresses the following items: 
 Sign Up.  The committee identifies the contact 

is for signing us up for the Parade, makes the 
contacts, and signs us up.  Currently, there is an 
on-line method for registration.   

 Stay in Touch. Keep in contact with the parade 
organizers to get the particulars of when and 
where to assemble. 

 Get out the word to the chapter.  You want to 
get as many to show up as possible.  Contacting 
by phone or in person can increase the odds of 
having more attendees.  The Committee may 
use a call tree to lower the number of contacts 
any one person needs to carry out.  Those in-
volved in the call tree get back to the chairman 
with the list of who among their calls plan to 
attend. 

 Arrange for Cars. As the parade does involve a 
more than mile walk, arranging cars to take 
those less able to march on the parade route is 
important. 

 Wreath. Arranging  for and obtaining  a wreath 
to be presented at the cemetery is a priority.   

 Publishing.  The committee gets out a press re-
lease, usually sent to The Carroll County Times.   

.YOUTH AWARDS 
Motivation. One of the major areas of focus for 

SAR programs today’s youth.  They are the leaders 
of tomorrow and we need to make certain that they 
know as much about the era that formed our nation 
and the sacrifices and accomplishments of that 
Revolutionary generation, as well as how all of that 
has an impact on our nation today    

Chairman’s Role.  Youth Awards start at the 
chapter level.  Our chapter has some success with 
some of these programs.  The chairman coordinates 
all of these programs,  and there can be chairmen 
assigned to each program separately.  In both cases, 
the Chairs are responsible for the following: 
 Process and Timelines.  See the article on the 

next page for a look at the deadlines for our 
youth awards.  Only the Rumbaugh Oration ab-
solutely needs to have a location reserved 
where the competition can take place.  All the 
others could be electronically submitted. 

 Get Volunteers.  Mainly, ,this is getting judges.  
Fortunately, we have a list of those who have 
indicated they can serve as judges for all but the 
Orations. 

 Communicate. Keep the Chapter Officers and 
the members of the Committee informed on the 
progress of the project.  Keep in regular contact 
with the State Chairman.   

 Publish.  Work with Committee and Chapter 
Compatriots to get out a press lease on the re-
sults of the event.  If the chapter winners also 
win at the state or national level, additional  
press releases might be submitted to The Car-
roll County Times, as well as to the public 
schools if the winner  was from a Public School 
in Carroll County. 
 
 Committee’s Role.  The primary role as the 

Committee Member is to judge Chapter entries.  
The Chairman will provide the criteria for the 
year’s judging, as well as the forms to be used.  Re-
view all the entries fairly and return them to the 
Chapter Chair before the deadline he presented to 
you  Other roles might include getting some public-
ity out in the community that the contest will be 
occurring. 

F o c u s  o n  P o s i t i o n s  



P a g e  1 7  V o l u m e  8 ,  I s s u e  2  

 The  chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution (SAR) announces its Youth Contests for 
the 2018-2019 school year in Carroll County.  More 
information can be found on the National SAR site. 

 The Knight Essay Contest is open to all 
freshmen, sophomores, juniors or seniors who are 
United States citizens or legal aliens in the contest 
year who attend public or private high schools  or 
accredited home schools.  The contest is for an origi-
nal researched and proven topic written in English 
that must deal with an event, person, philosophy, or 
ideal associated with American Revolution, Declara-
tion of Independence, or framing of United States 
Constitution. All submissions come to the West-
minster Chapter for judging, with a deadline of 
December 31, 2018.  The chapter’s winner will be 
judged at the state level and the state winner will be 
in the national competition.  The state winner earns 
$250, with second place of $150 and third place of 
$100.  The national winner earns $5,000, with second 
place of $2,500 and third place of $1,000.   

 The Rumbaugh Oration Contest is open to 
all freshmen, sophomores, juniors or seniors who are 
United States citizens or legal aliens in contest year 
who attend public or private high schools or accredit-
ed home schools.  The oration is a memorized 5-6 
minute speech and must deal with event, personality, 
document related to the American Revolution and 
relevance to America today.  The chapter competi-
tion will be held in mid-February 2019 with a final 
date and place announced in January 2019.  The 
chapter’s winner will compete at the state level in 
April 2019 and the state winner will be in the nation-
al competition in July 2019 in Costa Mesa, Califor-
nia.  The state winner earns $300, with second place 
of $200 and third place of $100.  The national winner 
earns $5,000, with second place of $3,000 and third 
place of $2,000.  

 The Americanism Elementary School Poster 
Contest is directed at students in 3rd to 5th grades in 
public, private and home schools, as well as being 
open to Scouts (Boys & Girls) and members of the 

Children of the American Revolution (CAR) in the 
same grades.  The topic for this year is 
“Revolutionary War Person or Persons”.  All sub-
missions come to the Westminster Chapter for 
judging, with a deadline of May 1, 2019.  The 
chapter winner will be submitted to the state level 
competition, with the state winner competing against 
other state winners at the national level.  The state 
Winner earns $150, with second place of $75 and 
third place of $50.  The national winner earns $300, 
with second place of $150 and third place of $100.   

 The Sgt. Moses Adams Memorial Middle 
School Brochure Contest is directed at 6th to 8th 
grade students in public, private and home schools, 
as well as being open to Scouts (Boys & Girls) and 
members of the Children of the American Revolution 
(CAR) in the same grades.  Entries must address the 
founding documents of the United States.  All sub-
missions come to the Westminster Chapter for 
judging, with a deadline of May 1, 2019.  The 
chapter winner will be submitted to the state level 
competition, with the state winner competing against 
other state winners at the national level.  The state 
Winner earns $150, with second place of $75 and 
third place of $50.  The national winner earns $350, 
with second place of $250 and third place of $150.  . 

 A Press release of this has been submitted to 
the Carroll County Times.  In addition, the press re-
lease has been sent to the Carroll County Public 
Schools, to numerous private schools in the county, 
as well as to a few known Home Schooling networks. 

 If you know anyone who is a teacher, or a stu-
dent among your acquaintances, neighbors, family or 
friends, who have children of the right ages for these 
contests, we urge you to urge them to make a submis-
sion.  We’d like to see a lot of submissions in all four 
of these contests, and you our readers can make that 
happen! 

 If there are any questions, please contact Pres-
ident Engler.  If you’d like to help out, chair or judg-
ing for these competitions, we could really use your 
help.  

2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  Y o u t h  C o n t e s t s  A n n o u n c e d  
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 The Westminster chapter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution (SAR) announces the local 
competition for the SAR’s Dr. Tom and Betty Law-
rence American History Teacher Award for the 
2018-2019 school year in Carroll County. 

 The Dr. Tom & Betty Lawrence American 
History Teacher Award has recently been expand-
ed.  The competition now recognizes  a teacher of 
the Revolutionary War era (1750 - 1800) in three 
categories: Elementary, Middle, and High School.  
The contest is open to teachers at a recognized pub-
lic, private, or parochial institution.  The contest is 
aimed at identifying teachers who are still actively 
teaching, have taught for at least three years, and 
who are in the early or middle stages of their ca-
reers.  Winners from the Westminster Chapter 
would compete with other submissions from 
around the state in judging by the Maryland Society 
SAR.  The state winners would then advance to a 
nation-wide competition. 

 The national winner from each school level 
will receive potential benefits worth up to 
$5,000.00 per winner, which includes attendance at 
a teacher workshop or seminar on the American 
Revolution. The winner will receive up to 
$3,000.00 to pay for tuition and travel expenses to 
attend one of the following teacher seminars: the 
Freedoms Foundation Summer Teacher Graduate 
Workshop at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania; the Colo-
nial Williamsburg Summer Teacher Workshop in 
Williamsburg, Virginia; the Jefferson Symposium 
at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia; or the SAR Annual Conference on the Amer-

ican Revolution. The award at the National level is  
in open to middle and high school teachers teach-
ing.  The winner will receive a cash prize of 
$500.00 for their personal and unrestricted use and 
an additional $500.00 credit for the purchase of ed-
ucational supplies for the classroom directly related 
to the American Revolution. Teachers who are in-
vited to one of the SAR’s national meetings 
(referred to as Congress and Leadership Meetings) 
will have their travel expenses paid, including two 
nights of hotel accommodations, meals and trans-
portation, up to $1,000. 

 Contestants submit to The Westminster 
Chapter SAR an application and written essay (at 
least 1000 words) discussing the importance of 
teaching the American Revolution era. The essay 
may also describe any extraordinary teaching tech-
niques or innovative projects utilized by the teacher 
to teach the American Revolution.  The deadline is 
18 December 2018. 
 Additional information, including the appli-
cation and instructions, may be found on line at 
https://sar.org/education/awards/american-history-
teacher-award.  
 A Press release of this has been submitted to 
the Carroll County Times.  In addition, the press re-
lease has been sent to the Carroll County Public 
Schools and to numerous private schools in the coun-
ty. 

 If you know any teachers in the county who 
might qualify, urge them to make a submission.  

2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r y  T e a c h e r  A w a r d  
C o m p e t i t i o n  A n n o u n c e d  

While Maryland played a vial role in the Amer-
ican Revolution, providing troops that were the 
most elite and battle hardened that Washington 
had, no major battles were actually fought in Mar-
yland during the American Revolution. 

At the same time, there were skirmishes, and a 
number of navel engagements, none of which were 
anywhere near Carroll County. 

Nonetheless, a key, interior route between the 
northern and southern colonies did pass through 

our county, roughly following state route 194, 
right through Taneytown.  According to a grave 
near the town, Washington came through and local 
men joined the army.  Leading up to Yorktown, 
GEN Anthony Wayne marched two new Pennsyl-
vania regiments down this road . 

 As we head toward our country’s 250th 
birthday, we should consider how we can celebrate 
these kinds of local events. 

D i d  y o u  K n o w ?  
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The deadline for the local competition of the 
SAR’s Eagle Scout Essay Program in Carroll Coun-
ty — 31  December 2018 — is fast approaching. 

The SAR Eagle Scout Award Contest is open to 
all Eagle Scouts who are currently registered in an 
active unit and have not reached their 19th birthday 
during the year of application. (The application year 
is the calendar year, 1 January 2018 to 31 Decem-
ber 2018). The year that the Eagle was awarded is 
not restricted. College plans do not need to be com-
pleted in order to receive the award.  A scout may 
apply more than one year if he meets the age re-
quirements but no more than $10,000 total may be 
granted to any one Eagle Scout. 

Applicants will need to submit a completed appli-
cation form, signed by the scout and his parents, a 
four generation ancestry chart, and an essay of no 
more than 500 words on an original patriotic theme. 

For over 25 years, the SAR Arthur M. and Berde-
na King Eagle Scout Award Program has awarded 
nearly $200,000 in awards to outstanding Eagle 
Scouts. Hundreds of deserving Eagle Scouts have 
been honored by the SAR nation-wide with cash 

awards, medals, trophies, and certificates.  Winners 
from the Westminster Chapter would compete with 
other submissions from around the state in judging 
by the Maryland Society SAR.  The state winner 
would then advance to a nation-wide competition. 

The local winner will receive a medal and certifi-
cate and be considered in the state level competi-
tion.  The State awards are.  The winner will repre-
sent the state in the national competition, which has 
awards of $10,000 for the winner, $6,000 for the 
runner up and $4,000 to the second runner up.  

Additional information, including the application 
and instructions, may be found on line at https://
sar.org/education/youth-contests-awards/arthur-m-
berdena-king-eagle-scout-award.   

A Press release of this has been submitted to the 
Carroll County Times and also sent to the Carroll 
District of The Baltimore Area Council, Boy Scouts 
of America.  In addressing the Carroll District, it 
was also offered that the chapter would be please to 
make an award of a Certificate of Recognition to 
any Eagle Scout in Carroll County at his Court of 
Honor. 

E a g l e  S c o u t  E s s a y  D e a d l i n e  A p p r o a c h i n g  

Our young compat-
riot, Luke Engler, 
continues his fight 
against DIPG.  A year 
ago, 29 September 
2017, his parents 
were informed that 
Luke had this rare 
form of cancer, only 
days after complain-
ing of feeling 
“wobbly”. 

Much has happened 
since that time.  Since 
our last report, Luke 
was taken off the pro-
tocol of medications he was on, went through a se-
cond round of radiation treatments, and is currently 
receiving a new medication, one that is part of a 
clinical trial at NYU, but that he is able to receive 
via compassionate use & expanded access program 

at Children's National Hospital in Washington 
DC.  The results of an MRI after the radiation treat-
ment showed some sign of reduction in the tumor 
size and his next MRI scheduled for mid October. 

For now, though, the fight continues, for life and 
for normalcy.  Luke celebrated his seventh birthday 
in August, with a huge number of family, friends 
and children in attendance.  He goes in weekly to 
Children’s Hospital in DC for his medication and is 
looking forward to a trip to Disney World. 

Luke and his family strive forward, making the 
best of each day.  His family recognizes that the 
road will be long and the outcome uncertain.  Your 
continued thoughts and prayers help them all a great 
deal.  

Learn more about DIPG at the Michael Mosier Defeat 
DIPG Foundation website (https://www.defeatdipg.org).  
Find and join LUKESSQUAD on Facebook to follow 
Luke’s progress @ https://www.facebook.com/
LukesSquad/, as his father, one of our Compatriots, 
Rich, chronicles this journey and its impact on Luke and 
the rest of the family. 

L u k e :  A n  U p d a t e   
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T e r r a  R u b r a  S t i l l  N e e d s  O u r  H e l p  

 The Terra Rubra Chapter, Children of the 
American Revolution (CAR), serves the youth of 
Carroll County.  The Society, is small and includes 
many members from out of state who cannot attend 
events. 
 State CAR Senior President, Sally Majew-
ski, contacted chapter president Engler late last year 
asking for our chapter’s help to keep Terra Rubra a 
going concern.  The chapter in recent years has had 
many members actively involved in state projects 
and operations.  Many of those are “aging out”, and 
the members locally remain few.   According to 
Terra Rubra Society’s Senior President, Kay Bern-
stein, besides “aging out” and having many mem-
bers out of state who can’t participate locally, many 

of those still in CAR have conflicts with other activ-
ities, including sports and school extra curricular 
activities.  
 What President Majewski hopes our chapter 
can do is provide senior leadership and help with 
recruitment of local youth.  President Engler did 
send out an e-mail, but with no responses back. 
 CAR serves as a feeder for SAR and DAR.  
Its structure has the youth of the Society serve in 
official positions, mentored by senior, adult leaders. 
 We have provided financial support in the 
past.  We need to step up to help bring new energy 
into this local CAR Society.  Won’t you help?  
Please contact Chapter President Engler at 
j.f.engler.1@gmail.com or (443) 280-7406. 

M a r y l a n d  S A R  P a t r i o t s  E v e n t  C o m i n g  

 The Maryland SAR will hold its  Annual 
Patriots Event on Saturday, 15 December at the Turf 
Valley Country Club in nearby Ellicott City, Mary-
land.  There is a change, however, in that this will 
not be an evening Ball as in years past. 
 This year, the event is called  the 2018 Patri-
ot’s Party.  It will start at 1 PM. The theme of the 
event is a commemoration of the founding of 
the  Baltimore Independent Cadets on 3 December 
1774 by Mordecai Gist  (note: Mordecai’s brother, 
Joshua Gist also served in the Revolution and is 
buried just outside Westminster). 

 The 
speaker for the 
event is Tim 
DiQuino of the 
Virginia SAR, 
a direct de-
scendant of 
Mordecai Gist,.  
His talk is enti-
tled: “Mordecai 
Gist: Merchant, 
Militiaman, and 
Mason Placing 
Country and 
Others Before 
Self”. 

 Invitations will be going out in the mail 
shortly.  The Menu for the event will be hot and 
cold appetizers, carving station, and dessert.  Dress 
is business or holiday attire.  Cost is $65.00 per per-
son, and RSVPs need top be in by 24 November 
2018.  Checks to be made out to MDSSAR and sent 
to:  David Hoover,   1701 Pleasantville Road, Forest 
Hill, MD 21050-2314 .  

Mordecai Gist  (1743-1792) 

The Battle of Guilford Couth House, by  H. Charles 
McBarron, shows the First Maryland Regiment  holding 
the line.  The core of the Regiment when founded was 

the Baltimore Independent Cadets unit. 
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 The chapter will hold its annual Fall Meet-
ing on  Saturday, 1 December 2018, at the Large 
Meeting Room of the Westminster Branch of the 
Carroll County Public Library. 

The agenda will include: 
 Committee Reports.  Review of recent activities 

and upcoming deadlines. 
 Election of new Officers.  The slate will be sent 

out to all members in advance of the meeting 

 Bylaw Changes.  Voting for the changes to the 
bylaws to be in line with MDSSAR Bylaws, 
specifically reducing the term limits from five to 
four consecutive terms. 

 Planning.  Will review the results of the surveys 
and then determine the activities for 2019. 

As this event is occurring in December, all at-
tendees are encouraged to bring a dessert to share. .
 

C h a p t e r  t o  H o l d  F a l l  B u s i n e s s  M e e t i n g  

 Maryland SAR held its Semi-Annual meet-
ing on 13October 2018 at Mount Saint Mary’s Col-
lege in Emmitsburg, Maryland.  The following 
items may be of interest to our Compatriots: 
 One chapter has grown significantly with 20 

new members approved during the meeting, 
solely through two group membership packages 
— one a family 14, the other a family of eight 

 The state webmaster is re-hosting the state site, 
which will mean our own chapter site will be as 
well 

 Maryland SAR Color Guard is looking for a 
new Commander, as the current one plans to 
step down after many years of service. 

 The state is getting three to five inquiries for 
membership a week. 

 Maryland SAR’s Board of Managers next meet 
the morning of 5 January 2019 at the Maryland 
Club in Baltimore, followed by the 1812 Socie-
ty's annual Jackson Day Luncheon. 

 The Annual Maryland SAR George Washington 
Luncheon will be at the Eagle’s Nest Country 
Club in Towson on  23 February 2019, details to 
follow. 

 Maryland SAR is setting up a 250th Anniver-
sary Committee and its first action is to collect 
dates of events in Maryland that occurred be-

tween 1764 and 1783 that could be the focus of 
250th celebrations.  Anyone interested in help-
ing out can contact President Jim Engler 

 The Board after discussion approved a final pay-
ment to the State Archives for the Maryland 400 
biographies effort, to end in June 2019 with no 
further expenditures from Maryland SAR 

 A request to may for a summer intern from 
Washington College was tabled, pending further 
work to detail the task 

 Maryland SAR is looking  for Compatriots for 
the following positions: Third Vice President, 
Second Vice President, Secretary, Organizing 
Secretary, Webmaster, and seven Board of man-
agers positions, five for three year periods and 
two as replacements for current Board Members 
who cannot complete their terms.  Contact Presi-
dent Engler, who serves as National Trustee and 
as the head of the state Nominating Committee, 
if interested in serving in any of these roles. 

 The speaker of the day, Robert Reyes, spoke on 
the Washington-Rochambeau Route, a 600-mile 
long national trail.  He also mentioned other 
routes through Maryland, including through 
Carroll County 

President Engler was the only chapter member 
who attended this event. 

 

N o t e s  f r o m  M D S S A R  S e m i - A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  

Don’t forget!  National, State, and Local Elections are on Tuesday, 6 
November.  What better way to honor our Patriot ancestors than  to 

let our voices be heard through the ballot box!  Vote! 
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Compatriot Steve Gemeny (on the immediate 
left of the bride and groom in this photo) had the 
honor to serve as Best Man for his son, Andrew 
Gemeny, at Andrew’s marriage to Maggie Callo-
way on Saturday 15 September 2018 in Frederick 
Maryland.  Andrew and Maggie recently pur-
chased a home in downtown Frederick and are ex-
cited to start their new life together. 

 Congratulations to all!. 

C o m p a t r i o t  B e s t  M a n  
a t  S o n s  W e d d i n g  

Shown at left: Proud 
Grandpa, Chapter Presi-
dent Jim Engler and new 

born granddaughter Caro-
line 

Compatriot James F. Engler, Jr. and his wife 
Diana welcomed their second child into the world 
on Thursday, 6 September 2018 in Baltimore.  

Caroline Elise Engler 
has already arrived 
home to her parents 
and big sister Allison 
in Reisterstown. 

N e w  F a m i l y   
A d d i t i o n !  

Anything new happing in your family  - a birth, a marriage, an anniversary, move, retirement, change 
in job?  Let  your Compatriots know!  Just send your new events to the editor and we’ll get the news out 
in our next issue!. 

C o m p a t r i o t  N e w s  

Compatriot Ste-
phen Engler and 
wife Corissa recent-
ly celebrated their 
first wedding anni-
versary. 

C o m p a t r i o t  
C e l e b r a t e s  f i r s t  

A n n i v e r s a r y   
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The chapter has changed a lot in only ten years!  
Shown below is a reconstructed chart of our de-
mographics in 2008 and a current (as of 15 July 
2018) version based on NSSAR chapter rosters.  
Were we static in membership,  we would expect 
the 2018 version to only shift every bar one age 
band to the right.  The 2008 view shows that with-
out recruitment and retention of new members in all 
age groups, the chapter would soon have had a de-

clining membership.  Instead, there is active inter-
est , which has resulted in a more diversified mem-
bership.  To keep that going and the chapter grow-
ing, we need Compatriots actively working to bring 
in new members.  One of the biggest ways we’ve 
changed has been through family group plan appli-
cations.  Have you talked up SAR to family and 
friends?  If not, start now, and you might be sur-
prised at the results! 

A m e r i c a n i s m  R e s u l t s  A n n o u n c e d  

The results of the 2017 Americanism Contests 
were announced after the 2018 National Congress.  
Approximately a quarter of all chapters participated, 
and Maryland was one of only two state societies 
with reports from all its chapters (the other was Vir-
ginia).  Shown below is a summary for all Maryland 
chapters, including Westminster.  Due to are size, 
were evaluated against other chapters with 1 to 49 

members. 
Among those chapters, Westminster ranked na-

tionally as ninth in service to the community 
(Americanism) of the 70 chapters from across the 
nation that submitted, and was ranked first among 
state chapters of similar size .  In service to SAR 
(PG Streamer), Westminster ranked 10th among 70 

and second in the state behind 
Thomas Stone SAR and just 
ahead of Charles Carroll of 
Carrollton SAR.  Our chapter 
was the only one of our size 
in the state to make the PG ‘s 
Cup (combined activity, must 
be involved in at least 12  of 
16 activity areas), coming in 
12th out of 18 nationally. 
 This would not have 
been possible without the in-
volvement of our member-
ship.  Congratulations! 

H o w  W e ’ v e  C h a n g e d !  

2008 2018 



1333 Jay Road 
Sykesville, MD 21784 

Phone: (410) 552-3962 
E-mail: chris.lyons@outlook.com 

Chartered on 9 March 1985, the Westminster Chap-
ter, SAR proudly serves Carroll County, Maryland.   
In keeping with the mission of SAR, our chapter 

seeks to maintain and extend the institutions of Amer-
ican freedom through an appreciation for true patriot-
ism, a respect for our national symbols, the value of 
American citizenship, and for the unifying force that has 
created, from the people of many nations, one nation and 
one people.  
We do this by perpetuating in our local community, 

among all age groups, the stories of patriotism, courage, 
sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph of those who achieved 
the independence of the American people, in the belief 
that these stories are universal ones of man's eternal 
struggle against tyranny, relevant to all time, and will 
inspire and strengthen each succeeding generation as it  
too is called upon to defend our freedoms on the battle-
field and in our public institutions. 

W E S T M I N S T E R  
C H A P T E R ,  S O N S  O F  

T H E  A M E R I C A N  
R E V O L U T I O N  

Libertas et Patria 

OUR WEB ADDRESS: 
HTTP://WESTMINSTER.MDSSAR.ORG/

INDEX.HTML 

Date, Time and Place Subject 

13 October 2018 
9:00 AM 

Mount Saint Mary College, Emmitsburg, Maryland 

MDSSAR Semi-Annual Meeting 
Contact: Gary Neal 

10 November 2018 
11:00 AM 

Baust’s Lutheran Church Cemetery, Tyrone, MD 
 

Grave Marking for Three Revolutionary Patriots 
Contact: J. F. Engler, Sr. 

1 December 2018 
1:00 PM 

Large Meeting Room, Westminster Branch of Carroll County Public 
Library 

 

Chapter Fall Business Meeting 
Contact: J. F. Engler, Sr. 

15 December 2018 
1:00 PM 

Turf Valley Country Club, Ellicott City, Maryland 

Patriot Party 
Contact: David Hoover 

C a l e n d a r ,  O c t o b e r  — D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 8  

Items in italics are non-Chapter (other Chapters, State, District or National) SAR events, see the State site (accessible from our chapter’s “Links” page) for 
more information on these events. 


