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The chapter held its second annual 
Constitution Week Program this past 
September. 

During their Open Session on 
Thursday, 14 September 2017, the 
Carroll County Commissioners pro-
claimed the week of 17 to 23 Septem-
ber  2017 as Constitution Week in Car-
roll County.  The Westminster chapter 
of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion (SAR) recommended this procla-
mation.  This year marks the 230th 
anniversary of the signing of the Fed-
eral Constitution.  On February 29, 
1952, the U.S. Congress designated 
September 17 as Citizenship Day and 
by joint resolution on August 2, 1956 
requested the President proclaim annu-
ally the week starting September 17 as 
Constitution Week. 

In making the local proclamation, 
the Commissioners urged all leaders of 
civic, social, and educational organiza-
tions, conduct ceremonies and pro-
grams that celebrate our Constitution 

and reaffirm our rights and obligations 
as citizens of the United States.  Mem-
bers of the Westminster SAR were 
present for the proclamation.   

The chapter was instrumental in 
getting the proclamation made, provid-
ing the draft used by the Commission-
ers. 

The chapter continued its celebra-
tions that Saturday, at which the proc-
lamation was read (see “Constitution 
Week Program a Success” in this is-
sue). 

  
 
 

A Quarterly Newsletter of the  
Westminster Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution 

Proudly Serving Carroll County, Maryland 
Chapter Established 9 March 1985 

 

Check out our website at: http://westminster.mdssar.org/ 

Shown below, Left to Right: Commis-
sioner Richard Rothschild (District 4), 
Commissioner Stephen Wantz (District 

1), SAR chapter member C. Don Warner, 
Commissioner Richard Weaver (District 
2), Chapter President James F. Engler, 

Sr., SAR chapter member William Hiatt, 
Commissioner Dennis Frazier (District 

3), and Commissioner Doug Howard 
(District 5).   

[Photo: © 2017, M. Arnold] 
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Compatriots: 
  
 It has been a busy year.  
Too busy, in fact.  That’s why 
this is a double issue, and even 
that one arriving far later than 
I planned. 
 In fact, a lot of our ar-
ticles cover the meetings and 
decisions made at chapter, 
state, district, and national 
levels.  The decisions made 
steer our future course.  I en-
courage all our members to 

get involved in one or more of these levels, sharing 
your skill, knowledge and opinions to shape our 
future SAR. 
 You’ll also notice that we’re planning on 
more events in 2018.  These events will only be ac-
complished by participation, in planning, execution, 
and attendance.  If you haven’t already, make a res-
olution to increase your activity in SAR in 2018. 
 Hoping you all had a great holiday season, 
and wishing you a great year in 2018!  
  

Pro Patria Nostra, 
 
Jim Engler 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

 We could not have asked for better weather 
for the Second Annual Westminster Chapter Picnic 
was held on Sunday, 16 July 2017 starting at 2 PM 
at the Union Bridge Community Center.   

 SAR Attendees included: Alex, Chris, and 
Philip Bracy and their parents; Marvin Devilbiss 
and his wife Barbara; Philip Engler; James Engler, 
Sr. and his wife Joanne; Cecil Massie; James Ogle 
and his wife Emily; and now Vice President Gen-
eral Lou Raborg and his wife Becky.   

 Overall numbers were down from last year, 
and a lack of early and frequent notification was 
identified as a key issue to be resolved.  At present, 
Chapter President Engler feels that it is important 
that we continue this new tradition of a family-
friendly event and hopes for the chapter to hold it 
again in 2018. 

 Anyone who would be interested in helping 
with early planning for 2018 is asked to contact 
President Engler. 

C h a p t e r  P i c n i c  H e l d  

 Our Annual Summer Business Meeting and 
Dinner was held Thursday, 3 August 2017 at The 
Buttersburg Inn in Union Bridge.  One prospective 
member and a new member attended in addition to 
eight members of the chapter.  After dinner and the 
Officer and Committee reports were given, Presi-
dent Engler made a presentation on the War of In-
dependence on the Frontier, including photos of 
sites he visited during the 2017 National Congress 
in Knoxville, Tennessee.  Under new business, the 

Chapter voted to request the State Secretary, Gary 
Neal, redirect the chapter’s donation from the 
George Washington Statue Project in Hagerstown 
to the Terra Rubra Society, Children of the Ameri-
can Revolution, which the chapter supports locally.  
As a side note, the original donation of $100 was 
returned to the state society on the cancellation of 
that project in Hagerstown.  President Engler then 
inducted our newest member, David Jacobs.   

S u m m e r  B u s i n e s s  M e e t i n g  N o t e s  

James F. Engler, Sr. 

 As a less formal event to get our membership 
together for some camaraderie, the chapter decided at 
its fall planning meeting to  hold two brunch events 
(see “Chapter Plans for 2018” for all planned events).  
The first brunch, slated for January, could not be exe-

cuted in the month and has been rescheduled.  Due to 
our other activities as a chapter, the current plan is to 
hold this event in April.  Stay tuned for further de-
tails.  

C h a p t e r  B r u n c h  t o  b e  H e l d  
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 The Annual Maryland SAR George Washing-
ton Birthday Luncheon will be held on Saturday,  17 
February at  11:30 A.M. in the  Eagle’s Nest Country 

Club (12801 Stone Hill Road , Phoenix, Maryland 
21131 ).  The guest speaker will be Susan Finta, Na-

tional Park Service , presenting “George Washington: 

Founding Father and First President of . . . the Pa-
towomack Company?” Please RSVP by 2 February 

to Gary Neal, MDSSAR State Treasurer ( P.O. Box 1 
, Cockeysville, MD 21030-0001 ).  Cost is $45 per 
person.  See the Flyer with this issue..  Come join 

Compatriots from around the state for this event! 

M D S S A R  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  B i r t h d a y  
L u n c h e o n s  P l a n n e d  

 The chapter will hold its first George Wash-
ington Birthday Program at 2 PM on Saturday, 10 
February 2018 at the Buttersburg Inn, Union Bridge, 
Maryland.  The menu will be Turkey (white and dark 
meat), dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetable of 
the day, cold slaw, ice tea; coffee and choice of des-

serts (French Silk Pie, Apple pie a la mode).  Cost is 
$24.  The Guest Speaker is MDSSAR First VP Jim 
Adkins.  Please send your reservations to Treasurer 
Leonard East by 6 February.  All Compatriots are 
urged to attend.  See the Flyer with this newsletter for 
details.    

C h a p t e r  t o  h o l d  i t s  o w n  G e o r g e  
W a s h i n g t o n  B i r t h d a y  P r o g r a m  

 The Annual Westminster SAR Spring Busi-
ness/Social Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 7 
March 2018, at 6:30 PM in the Buttersburg Inn, Un-
ion Bridge, Maryland.  The menu will be Fried chick-
en (white and dark meat), mashed potatoes, gravy, 
vegetable of the day, cold slaw, ice tea; coffee and 

choice of desserts (French Silk Pie, Apple pie a la 
mode).  We hope to be joined by our Essay and Ora-
tions Winners.  Cost is $24.  Please send your reser-
vations to Treasurer Leonard East by 1 March.  All 
Compatriots are urged to attend.  See the Flyer with 
this newsletter for details.    

C h a p t e r  S p r i n g  M e e t i n g  t o  b e  H e l d  

 The Maryland SAR Annual Meeting and Pa-
triots Day Program will be held on Saturday, 21 
April 2018 at the Maritime Conference Center (692 
Maritime Boulevard, Linthicum Heights, MD 21090-
1952), starting with Continental Breakfast at 8:30 
AM.  During the morning Board of Managers meet-

ing, guests will hear a presentation on Martha Wash-
ington.  Following Luncheon, the Guest Speaker will 
be Ed Papenfuse, former Maryland State Archivist, 
talking on John Eager Howard.  A flyer will be sent 
out when it is ready.  Anyone interested in attending 
should contact President Engler for more details.  

M D S S A R  T o  H o l d  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  

 After several years of planning and working 
with the Department of Motor Vehicles, MDSSAR 
has a new Auto Tag, the sample shown here.  New 
tags will start with number 201.  The State Society is 
looking for at least 25 Compatriots interested in ob-
taining the new tags.  See the Flyer with this newslet-
ter for further information. 

M D S S A R  A n n o u n c e s  n e w  S A R  A u t o  T a g s  
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 In the last half of 2017, the chapter induct-
ed five members, three of whom became members 
in 2016 but had not had an opportunity to be in-
ducted previously.   
David Jacobs  

 David became a member during the Spring 
of 2017.  He was inducted at our Summer Business 
Meeting and Dinner in August.  David is employed 
by the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics 
Laboratory as a Supervisor in its Plant Mainte-
nance Department.  His patriot ancestor was Daniel 
Canfield, Sr., who served as a private, CAPT Ros-
encrantz Company, New York Regiment, March 
1776 to January 1777 
James Engler, Jr. 

 James became a member in 2016 as 
part of a family group application, along with 
brothers Christopher, Philip, and Stephen, and un-
cle Richard Engler and first cousin Luke Engler.  
While his brothers were inducted at the Fall 2016 
chapter meeting, James had not been able to attend 
a meeting previous to our chapter’s Constitution 
 Week Program.   James is a manager at 

PriceWaterhouseCooper in Baltimore.  James is a 
descendant of CAPT Joseph Ogle, who served in 
the Virginia State Militia near modern-day Wheel-
ing, West Virginia from January 1777 until the end 
of the War.   
Christopher Lyons 

 Christopher is one of our chapter’s newest 
members, his certificate arriving only shortly be-
fore his induction at our Fall Business Meeting in 
December.  Chris works in the energy industry, 
tracking regulatory issues for clients in the South-
west Power Pool that covers part of the Central 
Time zone.   He is a descendant of George Lau-
bach, who served as a private in the militia of 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania. 
Richard and Luke Engler 

 This father and son team came in with 
James Engler, Jr. and his brothers.  Like James, 
they had not been able to make a meeting.  An op-
portunity came just after Christmas 2017 to pro-
vide an induction where several of our Compatriots 
from the Engler family were gathered. 

C h a p t e r  I n d u c t e e s  
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S u m m a r y  o f  F a l l  M e e t i n g  

 Later than expected, the Fall Chapter Busi-
ness Meeting was held at 7 PM on Wednesday, 20 
December 2017 in the Large Meeting Room of the 
Westminster Branch of the Carroll County Public 
Library.  Eight Compatriots attended: Chapter Presi-
dent James F. Engler, Sr; Chapter Treasurer Leonard 
P. Easton; out-going Chapter Secretary Stephen A. 
Engler;  Compatriots Blaine Young, Jim Ogle, Alex 
Bracy, C. Don Warner, and Chris Lyons. 
 A new member, Christopher Lyons was in-
ducted into the chapter.  Following the induction, 
chapter elections were held, with the following re-
sults: 
 
 President: James F. Engler, Sr. 
 Vice President: VACANT 
 Secretary: Christopher Lyons  
 Treasurer: Leonard Easton 
 Registrar: Dr. Cecil Massie, Sr. 
 Chaplain: VACANT 
 Chapter Board of Managers, (2018-2021): James 

Ogle 
 Chapter Board of Managers, (2018-2021): Ste-

phen Engler 
 
The two new members of the Chapter Board of Man-
agers now bring the chapter to its full complement 
based on the Bylaws.  The other members of the 
Board of Managers, who with three-year terms did 
not require re-election, are: Charles Hedges (2016-
2019), Jacob Yingling (2016-2019), C. Don Warner 
(2017-2020), and Christopher Engler (2017-2020). 
 President Engler indicated that this will be 
his third term and that the Bylaws limit him to serv-
ing two more one-year terms.  He urged Compatriots 
to consider eventually becoming Chapter President 
themselves, and that, by volunteering to serve as 
Vice President, learn the ropes. 
 A majority of the meeting focused on plan-
ning for the 2018 calendar year.  Please see the arti-
cle “Chapter Plans for 2018” for further details. 
 

 The Westminster chapter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution (SAR) conducted a program at 
the Mount Airy Public Library in honor of Constitu-
tion Week.  Attendees came from the Westminster 
chapter as well as SAR chapters near Carroll County 
and officers of the Maryland State Society SAR.  The 
program began with lunch, catered by Famous 
Dave’s Barbeque.  Immediately following the meal, 
attendees saw a recording of the chapter’s 2016-2017 
Knight Essay winner reading her essay, as she could 
not attend for other reasons.  James Engler, Jr. a 
Compatriot who joined in 2016 was inducted. 

 The guest speaker was the Honorable Joseph 
M. Getty, who sits on the Maryland Court of Ap-
peals.  Judge Getty’s talk, entitled “Don’t Be Evil – 
Protecting Constitutional Rights in a Digital Age”, 
discussed court decisions that have in recent years 
addressed aspects of Constitutional rights in criminal 
cases in relation to modern technologies.  Thereafter 
followed an interesting question and answer period 
with the audience. 

 Westminster SAR President James F. Engler, 
Sr. then presented Judge Getty with the SAR Silver 
Good Citizenship Medal in recognition of his public 

activities in Maryland.  The Medal can be award-
ed by the Maryland State Society and presented by a 
chapter for outstanding and unusual patriotic achieve-
ment and service.  The medal can be presented to per-
sons of prominence in the areas of government 
(including military service), religion, education, busi-
ness and other professions, and other fields of en-
deavor.  With service in over three decades in all 
three branches of Maryland State government, Judge 
Getty was chosen to receive this honor, nominated by 
our chapter president.  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  W e e k  P r o g r a m  a  S u c c e s s  
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 The Westminster chapter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution (SAR) announced its con-
tests for the 2017-2018 school year in Carroll 
County in a press release to the Carroll County 
Times.  The items covered were: 
 
 The Americanism Elementary School Poster 

Contest is directed at students in 3rd  to 5th 
grades in public, private and home schools, as 
well as being open to Scouts (Boys & Girls) 
and members of the Children of the American 
Revolution (CAR) in the same grades.  The 
topic for this year are Revolutionary 
Events.  All submissions come to the Westmin-
ster Chapter for judging, with a deadline of 1 
May 2018.   

 The Americanism Middle School Brochure 
Contest is directed at 6th to 8th grade students 
grades in public, private and home schools, as 
well as open to Scouts (Boys & Girls) and 
members of the Children of the American Rev-
olution (CAR) in the same grades.  Entries 
must address the founding documents of the 
United States.  All submissions come to the 
Westminster Chapter for judging, with a dead-
line of 1 May 2018.   

 The Knight Essay Contest is open to all fresh-
men, sophomores, juniors or seniors who are 
United States citizens or legal aliens in the con-
test year who attend public or private high 
schools  or accredited home schools.  The con-
test is for an original researched and proven 
topic written in English that must deal with 
event, person, philosophy, or ideal associated 
with American Revolution, Declaration of In-
dependence, or framing of United States Con-
stitution. All submissions come to the West-
minster Chapter for judging, with a deadline of 
31 December 2017.  

 The Rumbaugh Oration Contest is open to all 
freshmen, sophomores, juniors or seniors who 
are United States citizens or legal aliens in con-
test year who attend public or private high 
schools  or accredited home schools.  The ora-
tion is a memorized 5-6 minute speech and 
must deal with event, personality, document 

related to the American Revolution and rele-
vance to America today.  Date of the chapter 
competition is being finalized and will be mid-
February 2018, the winner competing at the 
state level in April 2018.  

 The Tom & Betty Lawrence American History 
Teacher Award is open to middle and high 
school teachers teaching the Revolutionary 
War era (1750 - 1800).  Contestants submit to 
Westminster chapter an application and written 
essay (at least 500 words) on the importance of 
teaching American Revolutionary era.  The 
deadline for applications is 15 December 2017. 

 
In addition to these school-related contests, the 
chapter also supports the Eagle Scout Essay  and 
the ROTC/JROTC Awards.   
 We encourage every chapter member to 
talk up these programs to the family,  friends, and 
neighbors.  We also are looking for volunteers to 
help out with the operations of these programs.   
We’d like to acknowledge those who have already 
volunteered to serve: 
 
 Charles Sluder: Judge for Poster, Brochure, and 

Knight Essay Contests 
 Art Petruccelli: Judge for Poster, Brochure, and 

Knight Essay Contests 
 
 We’re still looking for at least one more 
judge for the Judge for Poster and Brochure Con-
tests.  The only requirement is having an e-mail 
account: for all three contests, the chapter plans to 
send submissions electronically to judges for their 
inspection. 
 While the deadline has passed, we will be 
looking for three judges for the  2018-2019 Ameri-
can History Teacher and the Eagle Scout contests.  
As with the four student contests described, the 
submissions will be distributed electronically, so 
the judges never have to leave the comfort of their 
own homes.. 
 Please contact President Engler to volun-
teer. . 

C h a p t e r  A n n o u n c e s  2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8  C o n t e s t s  
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C h a p t e r  P l a n s  f o r  2 0 1 8  

 As part of the Fall Meeting, the Annual Plan-
ning Session considered activities for 2018.  The 
worksheet used indicated known state, district and 
national events that will occur throughout the year 
that may limit when some activities would be done. 
 Besides continuing with  programs for which 
the Chapter has gained some experience, the meeting 
attendees recommended a few additional items: an 
informal brunch a couple of times in the year, a fam-
ily-friendly trip to a local Frederick Keys game, a 
Veterans Day Program, and being involved in a local 
Wreaths Across America project.  Also, we are plan-

ning on bringing back a tradition: the chapter Annual 
Christmas Party. 
 While some dates are listed as tentative, this 
should give our members an opportunity to plan for 
attending different events.   In some cases, places are 
yet to be determined. 
 Also shown in italics are any events that are 
at the state, district, or national levels.  Details will 
be made available on events either in e-mail/phone 
contacts, or in upcoming issues of The Westminster 
Associator. 

JANUARY 
MDSSAR BoM Meeting, Baltimore (6 Jan) 

Chapter Brunch (tentative) 
Start Planning for Grave Marking #1 

 

JULY 
Chapter Picnic (early Jul?) 

National Congress, Houston, TX (12-19 Jul) 
Keys Game (late Jul) 

 

FEBRUARY 
Chapter GW Luncheon (10 Feb) 
MDSSAR GW Luncheon (17 Feb) 

Orations Contest (21 Feb, 22 Feb backup) 
  

AUGUST 
Summer Dinner Meeting (early Aug) 

AMS Meeting, Newport News, VA (10-12 Aug) 
Battle of Brooklyn Trip (late Aug) 

MARCH 
NSSAR Spring Leadership, Louisville, (1-3 Mar) 

Spring Dinner Meeting (early Mar.) 
  

SEPTEMBER 
Constitution Week Program (17 – 23 Sep) 

NSSAR Fall Leadership, Louisville (5-7 Oct/28-30 
Sep?) 

APRIL 
MDSSAR Annual Meeting (21 April) 

Public Safety Awards (TBD April) 
  

OCTOBER 
MDSSAR Semi-Annual Meeting (TBD Oct) 

Chapter Brunch (TBD Oct) 
Fall Meeting (late Oct.) 

Grave Marking #2 (a Sat. in Adams Co., PA) 

MAY 
ROTC Award (early May) 

Brochure Contest (deadline 15 May) 
Poster Contest (deadline 15 May) 
Memorial Day Parade (28 May) 

 

NOVEMBER 
Veterans Day Program (10/11 Nov) 

JUNE 
H.S. Outstanding Citizenship Awards (late May-early 

Jun.) 
JROTC Award (late May-early Jun) 
Grave Marking #1 (in Carroll Co.) 

MDSSAR BoM Mtg, (TBD Jun) 
  

DECEMBER 
American History Teacher Contest (deadline 18 Dec) 

Wreaths Across America (15 Dec) 
Chapter Christmas Party (TDB Dec) 

MDSSAR Patriots Ball (16 Dec) 
Essay Contest (by 31 Dec) 

Eagle Scout Essay Contest (by 31 Dec) 
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C o m m i t t e e  S t a t u s  

If you’d like to help out on a committee or step 
forward to chair one, please contact President Jim 
Engler. 
 
Americanism  (James Engler, Sr.) 
I met with our Carroll County Public School Liai-
son on 14 July to see how we can increase partici-
pation next year.  She agreed to pass word to the 
appropriate Supervisors. 
 
American History Teacher Contest (C. Don 
Warner) 
I spoke with the Social Studies Supervisor.  While 
some progress was made, we received no applica-
tions by the 18 December deadline. 
 
Awards & Medals (VACANT) 
No activity at this time.  If you would like to rec-
ommend a Compatriot in our chapter for  a medal 
for their services, please contact President Jim 
Engler. 
 
Brochure Contest (Acting: James Engler, Sr.) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Bylaws (James Engler) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Eagle Scout Award (VACANT) 
We are looking for a new chairman.   
 
Flag Award (Bob Irwin) 
We made a Flag award this fall.  See article in this 
newsletter. 
 
Fundraising (VACANT) 
No activity at this time. 
 
George Washington Portraits (Steve Gemeny) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Graves (James Engler) 
We had no grave marking this fall.  We are look-
ing into the possibility of honoring Martin Beaver 
this Spring.  The site needs cleanup and some 
community interaction. 

JROTC/ROTC (Charles Hedges) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Knight Essay (Acting: James Engler, Sr.) 
We have received one applicant’s essay, which is 
the Chapter winner and has been submitted to the 
state chairman.. 
 
Memorial Day Parade (Bill Hiatt) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Nominations Committee (Bylaws) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Operation REACH  (VACANT) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Outstanding Citizenship (Charles Hedges) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Patriotic Organizations Outreach (VACANT) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Planning (James Engler, Sr.) 
See article in this newsletter. 
 
Poster Contest (Acting: James Engler, Sr.) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Rumbaugh Oration (James Engler, Sr.) 
See the article in this newsletter. 
 
Supporting CAR (VACANT) 
We still are looking for a new chairman.   
 
 
Committee Chair Contact List 
James Engler, Sr. 410-782-6622 
Steve Gemeny  240-464-2280 
Charles Hedges 410-848-8491 
Bill Hiatt  410-876-8023 
Bob Irwin  301-703-8023 
C. Don Warner 410-756-1963 
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Six-year old Luke Engler 
is one of our Chapter’s 
youngest Compatriots 
and is literally in the fight 
of his life.  Luke, along 
with his father Richard 
and his first cousins (sons 
of Chapter President Eng-
ler), was approved in 
2016 as a member of 
SAR through Patriot 
CAPT Joseph Ogle.   
Luke is your typical six-
year old boy.  He cele-
brated his birthday in Au-
gust.  He started 1st 

Grade this fall, at the same elementary school where his 
two sisters, Lucy (age 10) and Amber (age 8), go.  He 
loves video games.  He loves Legos™.  Batman is his 
hero.  In all, he is a happy little boy, as this picture taken 
in mid-September 2016 shows. 

On 21 September 2017 Luke complained of feeling 
“wobbly” the evening after getting his flu shot.  The next 
morning he still felt wobbly and nauseous.  His parents 
took him to his pediatrician and during the ride over was 
closing one of his eyes, at which point his mother Nancy 
asked why he was doing that.  His response was that he 
was seeing double.  After meeting with his doctor, Luke 
and his parents went the following week to meet with a 
pediatric ophthalmologist and pediatric neurologist who 
ordered an MRI and spinal tap to find these symptoms’ 
root cause.  The next day only the former was performed, 
as the MRI revealed the problem: a tumor on his brain 
stem.  Luke was admitted that evening into Children’s 
Hospital in Washington, DC and the next day (29 Sep-
tember 2017) was diagnosed with Diffuse Intrinsic Pon-
tine Glioma (DIPG), a very aggressive, difficult to treat 
tumor with about 300 cases reported a year, attacking 
children between the ages of four and 11.  DIPG doesn’t 
have a cure, nor anything considered a standard protocol 
beyond radiation treatments and steroids, neither of 
which have proved to defeat DIPG and eradicate the tu-
mor.  Currently, survival rates are about 1%, but the 
Englers are hopeful due to advances in research, the pow-
er of prayer and a very supportive community of family, 
friends, and neighbors.   

Prior to 2009, no surgical team in the world dared per-
form a biopsy due to the tumors’ location, so any under-
standing of DIPG was after radiation and chemotherapy 
treatments had already been attempted.  Since French 
surgeons in that year proved how to do such operations 

successfully, more have been done, resulting in more un-
derstanding of the genetic composition of these tumors, 
leading to new treatment approaches. 

Luke has undergone such a biopsy.  The family anx-
iously waited six weeks for results, while the samples 
were being reviewed by a medical panel of 13+ experts 
(doctors, biochemists and other subject matter experts) 
around the country.  Meanwhile, Luke went through a 
series of 29 daily radiation treatments, five days a week.  
This would be tough enough for an adult doing it, let 
alone a small, very energetic boy who doesn’t fully un-
derstand what this illness is.  Luke has been very brave 
through the entire process.  An MRI taken on 11 Decem-
ber 2017 after the treatments completed revealed some 
reduction of the tumor and the most recent MRI (12 Janu-
ary 2018) showed his tumor stable with slight decrease.   

Luke’s fight goes on.  He is in a Clinical Trial of the 
Pacific Neuro-Oncology Consortium, being run for him 
from Children’s Hospital in Washington, DC.  Each 
DIPG tumor is very different and Luke’s biopsy shows 
mutations only present in 10-15% of the tumors analyzed 
so far.  Fortunately, those mutations were found in cancer 
patients who used certain medications prescribed with 
positive results.  The tumor board identified four medica-
tions to target those pathways and shut them down.  

This trial is unique in that it isn’t just testing a specific 
medication to see if it works and isn’t just using one med-
ication. The trial as written lets the doctors choose a com-
bination of up to whatever four FDA approved medica-
tion they felt provided the best opportunity to fight the 
tumor.  The trial is thus “off label” (using FDA approved 
medications not approved for treating DIPG).  The fami-
ly’s medical insurance rejected paying for the medica-
tions as not being a “medical necessity.”  However, the 
pharmaceutical companies had patient assistance pro-
grams to gain access to the medications unavailable 
through insurance.  Luke started taking the medications 
on 24 January 2018.  

Meanwhile, the family takes things one day at a time, 
holding every day precious.  At the start of December, the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation sent Luke, his parents, his sis-
ters, and Luke’s maternal grandmother on a four-night 
Disney Caribbean cruise, making memories that they all 
know will last forever, come what may.  

Learn more about DIPG at the Michael Mosier Defeat 
DIPG Foundation website (https://www.defeatdipg.org).  
Find and join LUKESSQUAD on Facebook to follow 
Luke’s progress @ https://www.facebook.com/
LukesSquad/, as his father Rich chronicles this journey 
and its impact on Luke and the rest of the family. 

Y o u n g  C o m p a t r i o t  F i g h t s  R a r e  D i s e a s e   
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 On 12 September 2017, the Westminster 
chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution 
(SAR) awarded the winner of the chapter’s 2016-
2017 Knight Essay Contest.  The winner is Emily 
Vajo, a Senior at Century High School.  The chap-
ter presented her with a Medal and Certificate as 
winner of the 2016-2017 chapter contest and pre-
sented her with a check for $250 from the Mary-
land SAR as their second-place state winner.  She is 
shown here receiving her awards from Chapter 
President Jim Engler.    

 Due to scheduling conflicts, this was the 
earliest time this year that the chapter and Miss Va-
jo were able to arrange for the presentation.  Typi-
cally we try to make this award at our Spring meet-
ing, or at the Summer meeting at the latest. 

 The chapter also took advantage of the oc-
casion by recording her reading of her essay, which 
was presented at our Constitution Week Program. 

 We are 
hoping to see her 
compete once 
again this year, 
and she may have 
some competition 
this year: her sis-
ter will be a 
freshman, and 
we’re hoping for 
additional entries 
from other stu-
dents in Carroll 
County. 

 A press 
release was sub-
mitted to the Car-
roll County 
Times.  

C h a p t e r  P r e s e n t s  2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 7  E s s a y  A w a r d  

N o t e s :  W i l l i a m  W i n c h e s t e r  C h a p t e r  D A R  

 The William Winchester DAR Chapter 
meetings for the rest of the year are as follows: 
 
 Saturday, 3 February 2018, 10 AM: At Cock-

ey’s Tavern.  Program: Show your Family His-
tory (An Antiques Roadshow type meeting 
where members bring in items that relate to 
their family history) 

 Friday, 2 March 2018, 1 PM: At Cockey’s Tav-
ern.  Program: Student Essay Contest Awards 

 Saturday, 7 April 2018, 10 AM: At Cockey’s 
Tavern.  Speaker: Sgt. Deborah Flory.  Pro-

gram: Human Trafficking Awareness 
 Saturday, 5 May 2018, 10 AM: At Taneytown 

History Museum (340 E. Baltimore St Taney-
town MD). Lunch TBD  

 
Cockey's Tavern, part of the Historical Society of 
Carroll County, located at 216 East Main Street, 
Westminster, MD 21157.  
 For more information please contact the 
William Winchester Regent, Kathleen Bromelow, 
kvbromelow@gmail.com  
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T e r r a  R u b r a  C A R  N o t e s  

 Congratulations 
to Lauren Jenne, mem-
ber of Terra Rubra 
CAR and Maryland 
State CAR President, 
who was awarded 
Philanthropist of the 
Year 2017 in the Youth 
category by the Com-
munity Foundation of 
Carroll County at their 

12th Annual awards event on 13 October.  Nominat-
ed by Maryland CAR Senior President Sally 
Majewski, Lauren raised over $11,000 for Hero 
Dogs, an organization that trains service dogs for 
veterans.  Each CAR president chooses a service 
project for their year in office, and Lauren  felt it 
was important to give back to veterans for all they 
have sacrificed for our nation. 
 Lauren, a 16-year old Senior at Westminster 
High School, has been a member of CAR since she 
was four years old.  
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 Jim Engler attended the 2017 National Con-
gress meeting in Knoxville, Tennessee, 7-13 July 
2017.  MDSSAR had 13 accredited delegates of 18 
that NSSAR allotted to Maryland and, due to illness 
or family issues, 11 were able to actually attend.  
Besides enjoying the pre-Congress events, (see 
“Congress Social Events”) Jim attended the Trus-
tees Meeting and the General Sessions of Congress, 
attended the Council of State Presidents meeting 
(where he serves as Council Secretary), toured the 
Oak Ridge Historical Site Museum, and observed 
the new President General’s first Executive Com-
mittee Meeting. 
National Trustee Meeting 
The final National Trustee Meeting of Jim’s term 
was held the morning of Sunday, 9 July 2017.  The 
following items may be of interest to our readers: 
 Kings College London.  For tax purposes, a  

Kings College funding will be for administra-
tive efforts; the bulk goes to the scholar ‘s home 
university/college .   

 Mexico SAR Dissolved.  The results of an inves-
tigation ordered at the 2017 Spring Leadership 
meeting showed there were no SAR members 
actually living in Mexico and the society had 
only two officers.  Trustees dissolved the state 
society. 

 Aligning Cash Reserves.  With no IRS policy on 
cash reserves, Trustees dropped the reserve 
from six to three months, which NSSAR had 
been running in actuality.  Jim opposed approv-
al. 

 Paying for an Estimate.  At Spring Leadership, 
a report was made on temporary use of the un-
finished part of the first floor of SAR Headquar-
ters.  Due to some communications issues, the 
architect drew up for $6,000, the estimate for 
completing plans for the Headquarters construc-
tion (the architect’s estimate was $285,000).  
Jim opposed this proposal. 

 Added Staff Genealogists.  Headquarters added 
one full-time and two part-time genealogists. 
Application processing is down to 8 weeks ( 13 
weeks earlier this year.) [Editor’s Note: it now 
stands at 4.5 weeks] 

 Magazine Digitization.  Headquarters is digitiz-
ing all issues of the SAR’s magazine (320 is-

sues since 1905).   
 New Business.  Genealogist General John Sinks 

brought up several changes to the application 
form.  These were tabled for the General Ses-
sions. 

Congress Sessions 
The general sessions of the SAR Congress were 
held from Monday, 10 July 2017 through Wednes-
day, 12 July 2017.  The following may be of inter-
est to our Compatriots: 
 Youth Served in 2016.  Director Shaw reported 

8,000 youth visited headquarters last year. 
 Current Debt.  Finance reported debt stood at 

$586,000.  
 Legal Advisory on Gender.  Requests for clarifi-

cations sent to Bylaws for review. 
 Headquarters Renovations.  Carpet squares ap-

proved at Spring 2017 Leadership installed and 
significantly improved the appearance and 
acoustics of the space.  This was done for less 
than $25,000.  No other construction is going on 
at Headquarters. 

 EXCOM Motions on Dues.  No changes in fees 
and dues, and wording on when dues are ap-
plied was deferred to Bylaws. 

 Bylaws and Resolutions.  There were two con-
stitutional and 12 Bylaws clause changes con-
sidered: 

 Article III.  Change to read that the last 
service of the Patriot was to the Revolu-
tionary Cause.  Passed. 

 Article IV.  Change all officers except 
for Vice President Generals from a one 
year to a two year term.  Considerable 
debate for and against. Tabled. 

 Bylaw 20.  Change when candidates for 
National SAR offices could begin seek-
ing endorsements.  Failed. 

 Bylaw 4.  Change to eliminate redun-
dancy with another Bylaw (PG’s ap-
pointments to the Nominating Commit-
tee).  Approved. 

 Bylaw 5.  Two clause changes to have 
an alternate Vice President General for 
every district.  Referred back to Bylaws 
Committee after some discussion. 

 Bylaw 14.  Change Chaplain General 

N o t e s  F r o m  C o n g r e s s  
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qualifications.  Referred to the Chap-
lain’s Committee for further considera-
tion. 

 Bylaw 16. Two clause changes to add 
an additional Trustee per state, which 
the Bylaws Committee recommended 
against.  Motion failed. 

 Bylaw 16.  Change to coordinate EX-
COM approval process.  Passed. 

 Bylaw 22.  Change to allow supplemen-
tals under the a Family application plan.  
Passed. 

 Bylaw 22.  Three clause changes deal-
ing with the date after which dues 
would be applied to the following year 
in any application.  This involved a 
great deal of debate and several motions 
requiring an actual head count, includ-
ing one failed motion to refer it com-
mittee.  Approved as amended to make 
1 October the cut off date. 

 Princeton Battlefield Resolution.  This was 
new business to adopt a resolution to encour-
age members to support and contribute to the 
effort to purchase 14.85 acres from Princeton 
University by the organization attempting to 
preserve the battlefield from development.  Af-
ter heated debate and an head count (143 to 
121), the resolution was referred to the Histori-
cal Sites Committee for review. 

 Trustee Elections.  The new trustees were 
called state by state.  Surprisingly, several 
(Nebraska, United Kingdom, Wisconsin) had 
neither reported a Trustee nor an Alternate 
Trustee.  It was moved and approved that the 
states without a nominated trustee would have 
their state president serve. 

 Elections.  Most of the National Officer posi-
tions were uncontested and approved by accla-
mation.  The Nominating Committee made no 
recommendations for the Chaplain, so one 
name was brought forward (which had previ-
ously been endorsed by the Chaplain’s Com-
mittee) and was approved.  The Historian Gen-
eral position was contested and balloting de-
clared Compatriot Thornhill the winner.  

 

Committees 
 Jim attended several committee meetings 
during Congress: 
 Americanism Committee.  Its focus at Congress 

was voting on the winners of the Poster Con-
test.  There were several very imaginative 
presentations of information.  

 Council of State Presidents.  Jim was voted to 
serve one more, final term as the CoSP Secre-
tary.  The CoSP chose its representatives to the 
National Nominations Committee and made 
changes to its Bylaws. 

 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution.  
Jim serves as a chairman of a subcommittee 
dealing with recognition for those who partici-
pate in 250th celebrations.  He reported out a 
subcommittee’s draft criteria for awarding cer-
tificates for projects in the community.  This 
was approved.  Some final work to have a re-
porting form is needed and the approach was 
approved by the committee as a whole.  

 Kings College London Project.  Status was dis-
cussed as well as why a change in payments 
had been required: to make it easier for our 
scholars to work in the United Kingdom on this 
Project.  The first scholar was a dual citizen 
with the UK and so had no issues regarding his 
visa and taxes, which our second and possibly 
other subsequent scholars might. 

Congress Events 
There are always non-meeting events at Congress, 
which Jim attended that may be of interest, should 
any of our members decide on attending a future 
Congress: 
 Youth Awards Luncheon.  The winners for the 

Orations and JROTC Essay and Eagle Scout 
Essay presented their winning submissions dur-
ing this Monday event.  Handed out at the end 
of the event was the list of Public Safety 
Awards. 

 Minuteman Ceremony and SAR Awards.  On 
the evening of Monday, the new class of Min-
utemen (the SAR’s highest honor) was induct-
ed.  Past inductees were also in attendance, in-
cluding our own MDSSAR Compatriots Les 
Foster and Barry McKown.  Since 1952 when 
the first Minutemen were inducted through the 

N o t e s  f r o m  C o n g r e s s ,  c o n t ’ d  
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2017 induction, 15 of 401 have been from Mary-
land, with three still living (the other being Hall 
Worthington).  Following the induction there was 
a reset of the room followed by National Awards 
being given out.  Besides Maryland winning for 
participation in youth awards and Liberty medals 
for a number of Compatriots, COL John Eagar 
Howard Chapter won for best newsletter under 
10 pages, three more Maryland chapters were 
awarded Patriot Biography Streamers (now all 15 
MDSSAR Chapters have a streamer), and the 
Maryland Society won a President General’s 
Streamer in the Americanism Score Sheet Com-
petitions. 

 Atlantic Middle States Breakfast.  This was Tues-
day morning, 11 July.  I was late in attending, but 
did hear several candidates provide their final 
stumping. 

 George Washington Fellows Luncheon.  This 
was Tuesday, and besides hearing of the new 
members of the Fellows, it was also noted that 
the head of the GW Fund Board after many years 
was stepping down. 

 President General Tomme’s Banquet.  Held 
Tuesday evening, this included an interesting 
speech. 

 SAR 1000 Breakfast.  Held Wednesday morning, 
12 July, prior to the day’s Congress session.  It 
was also worth noting that SAR Foundation 
Board Chairman Sam Powell is now stepping 

down from the board. 
 Installation Banquet.  Incoming President Guzy 

was installed with all due pomp and circum-
stance at the Wednesday evening Banquet.  What 
was different from the few Congress Jim has at-
tended so far is that the new PG did not speak 
from behind the rostrum, but got a wireless mic 
and walked down the center aisle about halfway 
and walked while giving his inaugural address. 

President General Guzy’s First Executive Commit-
tee Meeting 
PG Guzy noted some of his top priorities: 
 Fundraising.  He indicated we should consider 

hiring a professional fundraiser. 
 The Genealogical Research System (GRS).  The 

GRS for SAR is his second priority.  The GRS 
Committee will be creating the Request for Pro-
posal with an emphasis on details technical re-
quirements.  

 Membership.  The PG would like to see SAR 
grow to 64,000 members by 2026. 

 Officer Training.  As a non-profit, we really need 
to train of officers and trustees. 

 Younger Members.  We need to encourage them, 
and our chairmen need to be training their re-
placements. 

Next Congress. 
The 2018 SAR Congress will be held in Houston, 
Texas.  Consider attending! 
 

N o t e s  f r o m  A M S  

 The Atlantic Middle States (AMS) Association 
held its meeting on July 11-12, 2017 at the Wyndham 
Hotel in Gettysburg, PA, hosted by the Pennsylvania 
Society. There were 9 National Officers in attendance 
including PG Guzy, Secretary Alter, Treasurer Man-
ning, Chancellor Wright, Genealogist Sinks, Registrar 
Pickette, Historian Thornhill and Surgeon Barlow.  
 At the National Candidates election forum, 
Compatriot Warren Alter won support for President 
General and Robert Fish won support for Genealogist 
General. All other uncontested candidates won support 
from the AMS.  
 The new Mid-Atlantic District Vice President 
General Lou Raborg (Maryland) noted during his 

presentation that the combined membership of the 
AMS, at 7,066 Compatriots, represents about 20% of 
the total membership of SAR (34,655).  Therefore, get-
ting the recommendation of the AMS is a very big deal 
for those running for National SAR offices. 
 One major piece of business covered was a 
vote that each state society of AMS would contribute 
$1,000 toward the Princeton Battlefield project. 
 Many enjoyed the afternoon tour of Gettysburg 
Battlefield with expert guides.   
 The Guest speakers for the evening’s banquet 
were General and Mrs. Robert E. Lee.  
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C o n g r e s s  S o c i a l  E v e n t s  
 Leading up to the Opening of Congress 
there were a number of social events/tours as well 
as one at the end: [Note:  All images in this article 
are © 2017, J.F. Engler, Sr.] 
 Overmountain Men Tour.  This bus tour 
took all of Friday, 7 July 2017 and started at Fort 

Watauga State Park, located at the Sycamore 
Shoals.  This has a full-scale replica of the fort, 
which would have been about a half mile away 
from the Shoals.  At that location the Overmoun-
tain Men, the local militia, gathered, marched over 
the Appalachians and defeated the British at Kings 
Mountain (7 October 1780).  Lunch was at Amis’ 
Mills, site of the first dam in Tennessee (1780), 
still visible today.  The final stop was a replica of 
the Crockett Tavern, in which Davy Crockett was 

raised. 
 East Tennessee Museum.  That evening of 
there was a reception at the East Tennessee Histor-
ical Society’s Museum, highlighting the regional 
history into the 20th century.  The site also holds 
an extensive genealogical collection. 
 Wilderness Trail/ Museum of Appalachia.  
This was an all-day bus tour on Saturday, 8 July 
2017.  The tour started at Martin’s Station, rebuilt 

on the original site near the Warrior’s Trail, in 
southwest Virginia.  A station, much like Fort Wa-
tauga, consisted of a closely grouped set of log 
cabins with protective wooden fencing between the 
buildings.  In time of attack the locals would gather 
inside and shoot between the wooden posts of the 
fence. That weekend there was a full reenactment 
going on, which included a the firing of a three 
pounder cannon (known to have existed at the sta-
tion during the Revolution).  Lunch was at the Mu-

Fort Wautaga Exterior 

Annis’ Mills, Oldest Dam in Tennessee 

Replica of Crockett Tavern 

Martin’s Station State Park, Blue Ridge Mountains in 
the Background 
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seum of Appalachia, after which the attendees toured 
the grounds, where three dozen buildings (homes, 
barns, stores, a church and a school) displaying life 
in the Mountains were moved and preserved.  
 Host Reception.  That evening  the Tennessee 

SAR hosted a great barbeque reception at White’s 
Station/Fort, the start of Knoxville. 
 Memorial Service.  As is traditional, on Sun-
day, 9 July 2017 the SAR held its annual memorial 
service for those Compatriots that had died in the 
past year.  The service was held at the First Baptist 
Church of Knoxville.   
 Genealogy Session.  Held after the Memorial 
Service, it provided insights in research. 
 Orations Finals.  Impressive as always, the 
SAR National Orations were held Sunday morning, 
with the finals held in that evening.  Twenty states 
participated in the initial rounds.  Sadly, the Mary-
land SAR’s orator was not one of the top two in her 
initial round.  The finals consisted of six young peo-
ple who all gave great orations.   
 Site X Tour.  This tour occurred the afternoon 
of Wednesday, 12 July and was a bus trip to the Oak 
Ridge National Historic Site, where the uranium 
used in the first atomic bomb was extracted. 
 

All photos in this article © 2017, J. F. Engler, Sr. 

Mill moved to Museum of Appalachia 

Fort Wautaga Interior 

Martin’s Station Interior 
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 The Annual Westminster Chapter Orations 
Contest will be held on Wednesday, 21 February 
2018 at 7:00 PM at the Large Meeting Room in the 
Westminster Library.  Should there be inclement 
weather, the back up date is one day later, on 22 
February. 

 Contestants must prepare and present from 
memory a five to six minute oration dealing with a 
Revolutionary War event, person or ideal, and how 
it relates to the current day.  Our winner will be 
asked to present their oration to the Chapter at the 
Spring Business Dinner Meeting, and will represent 
the chapter at the State Competition during the 
MDSSAR Annual Meeting in Annapolis.  State 
prizes are $500, $250, and $100 for first, second 
and third place, respectively.  The State winner will 
have their travel and room paid for in the trip to the 

National contest during National Congress in Hou-
ston.  Due to the number of states competing, the 
National competition is held in two rounds, where 
winners in the first round become finalists for the 
second round.  National prizes are $5,000, $3,000, 
and $2,000 for first, second and third, respectively, 
with other finalists receiving $400; all other nation-
al contestants receive a $200 award. 

All our Compatriots are urged to tell any high 
school aged students they know about the contest.  
It is open to all freshman, sophomores, juniors and 
seniors in public, parochial, private, and home 
schools. 

We still need three judges and a timer for this 
event.  Please contact Chairman Jim Engler if you 
would like to serve.  

O r a t i o n s  C o n t e s t  t o  b e  H e l d  

C h a p t e r  P r e s e n t s  F l a g  C e r t i f i c a t e  

 As snow fell on 9 December 2017, the chap-
ter honored Burrier-Queen Funeral Home and 
Crematory, P.A. in Winfield, Maryland with the 
Flag Certificate.   
 Compatriots Jim Engler, Christopher Engler, 
and C. Don Warner joined Chairman Bob Irwin for 
his first flag certificate award. 
 A press release was submitted, and the arti-
cle published in The Carroll County Times on 3 

January 2018.  
 Compatriots 
are urged to send 
photos to Chairman 
Irwin of any home 
or business proper-
ly flying the flag, 
and identifying the 
location  

Above, Left to Right: Robert M. Irwin Sr. Flag Chairman ,Dan Hensky Appren-
tice, James B. Covey V.P., Arthur T. Queen President (Photo), Charles Burrier Jr. 

(Photo-Deceased), Tyler Moser Apprentice, Pete Bowlus Funeral Assistant  
(Photo© 2017, J.F. Engler, Sr.) 

 
At right, left to right, Compatriots Don Warner and Jim Engler, James Covey of 
Burrier Queen, Compatriot Chris Engler, Chairman Bill Irwin  (Photo: © 2017, 

C. Don Warner) 
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 SAR Chapters are all volunteer in the support 
of the many programs of the organization.  In a num-
ber of issues of The Westminster Associator the call 
has gone out for volunteers to staff the committees 
that make this chapter work.  While there still is a 
great need to get members to step forward to serve as 
chairmen, there are committees with many members 
to help get the work of the SAR done. 

 Chairmen. President Engler has appointed to 
Compatriots to serve as Chairman: 

 

 C. Don Warner: American History Teacher Con-
test 

 Bob Irwin: Flag Awards 
 

Both are to be commended for stepping forward to 
serve in these roles.   

 Committee Members: The following mem-
bers serve on one or more committees: 

 

 Marvin Devilbiss: Graves (particularly St. Luke's, 
New Windsor) 

 Philip Engler: Fundraising 
 Richard Engler: Medals & Awards 
 Stephen Engler: Medals and Awards 
 Timothy Headley: Memorial Day (as at-

tendee/Color Guard) 
 Charles Hedges: Medals & Awards, Social Event 

Planning 
 James Ogle: Summer Picnic (getting the site) 
 Arthur  Petruccelli:  judge for youth awards 

(Poster, Brochure, Essay) 
 Charles Sluder: Judge for 

Poster/Brochure/Essay/Teacher Awards (i.e., all 
electronic submissions) 

 C. Don Warner: Flag, GW Portraits, Graves 
 Jacob Yingling: GW Portraits 
 

This represents approximately a third of our member-
ship, which is a good level of involvement for a 
chapter.   In appointment to these committees, Presi-
dent Engler sought out a number of our members to 

serve as judges, who due to distance or other reasons 
generally are unable to attend meetings,.  They will 
be judging Contests in which the applications are 
electronic, allowing the judge to do their work in the 
comfort of their own homes.  With the availability of 
telecons, e-mail, and the phone, Committees do not 
need to necessarily meet in a  single, physical loca-
tion to get much of their work done.  Keeping that in 
mind, Compatriots should consider how they might 
be able to help. 

 What  Does a Committee Do?  During the 
Fall meeting, this question was posed.  As it happens,  
President Engler, in his role as a Maryland State Of-
ficer, created a set of volumes to address best practic-
es; at first, it was about how to be successful in a 
state officer position, and this quickly expanded to 
include  a volume on state committees and another on 
chapter operations.  While not every area is covered 
in detail, these three draft volumes are now available 
on the Maryland SAR website area, under Hand-
books in the Archives folder of the members-only  
area.  President Engler e-mailed out copies to all the 
chapter membership who have e-mail. 

 In this and upcoming issues of the Westmin-
ster Associator,  there will be an article devoted to 
one or a group of related  committees.  Covered in 
the description will be descriptions of Chairmanship 
responsibilities, Committee membership activities, 
and the relationship of the Committee with Maryland 
SAR counterparts. 

 Where Do We Need Help?  It would be great 
to see all of our members take on some committee 
role.  Clearly not everyone can attend every Chapter 
Meeting or Event.  However, we all have talents that 
could be applied to Chapter activities.  As can be 
seen in the article “Committee Status” in this issue  
several committees are still in need of a chairman, 
and several Compatriots are juggling more than one 
committee. Some chairmen have served a long time 
in their positions and feel it is time to bring in “new 
blood.”  So instead of asking where we need help, 
perhaps a better question is, “Where and how can I 
help?”  If you see something that you think you could 
put your hand to, please contact President Engler. 

 

P o s i t i o n s  F i l l e d  
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 [Editor’s Note: As part  of an effort to intro-
duce our  members to what we as an SAR Chapter 
can do, this column will focus on a different Com-
mittee in each issue. ] 

Motivation. There are members of the commu-
nity and SAR Compatriots who do things that help 
with the SAR mission. They don’t necessarily do 
that for recognition, but it is up to us to thank them 
for what they have done. By honoring these persons 
with an award or Certificate of Appreciation, and 
making certain the fact is publicized, we may help 
others know us. In knowing that we appreciate 
those who help us, we may find others who will 
also help, because they know who we are.  

There are a variety of awards – for SAR mem-
bers and those who are not part of SAR – that pro-
vide a token of the chapter’s appreciation. A chap-
ter’s best resource for this is the NSSAR Hand-
book: Volume V.   This article is not the place to 
talk about those in detail.  Suffice it to say, if there 
is a Program in SAR, there is likely an Award or 
Medal that covers it. 

Chairman’s Role. The chairman acts as the 
central repository for the chapter’s awards and 
medals.  His responsibilities are: 
 Keep track of who in chapter has received what 

awards and when.  Fortunately, our chapter has 
a spreadsheet that shows this information. 

 Keep track of what certificate  blanks and med-
als we have on hand for different awards. 

 Order, on approval of the President, any medals 
needed for upcoming presentations. 

 Work with the Maryland SAR Awards Commit-
tee Chair for the delivery of specific medals 

 Report to the Chapter President annually on the 
Compatriots coming up in the next year for an 
anniversary pin.  These and the accompanying 
certificate should be awarded at the Chapter 
meeting closest to the anniversary date. 

 Manage the Outstanding Citizenship Program 
(see sidebar) 

 Print up completed certificates using templates 
and blank certificates. It is best to have a 
DeskJet or Laser printer.  The training involved 
is fairly straight forward and only takes a few 
minutes to cover. 

 Committee Member Role.  The activities 
shown above can be delegated to members of the 
committee.  By having a discussion with the Chair-
man, a committee member can determine what tal-
ents they have that can be applied to the roles listed 
and their willingness to take on those roles. 

F o c u s  o n  C o m m i t t e e s :  A w a r d s  a n d  M e d a l s  

Outstanding Citizenship Awards 

At the end of each academic year, Westminster Chapter  
awards on recommendation an outstanding Citizenship Pin 
and Certificate to a graduating Senior at the schools annual 
Awards Ceremony.  The process is as follows: 

 In January, contact the Maryland SAR Chair for 
ROTC/JROTC and Outstanding Citizenship to report 
how many pins we need.  At present, there are seven 
public high schools and one private school awarded.  
There is the potential for a second private high school. 

 In January/February, contact each of the public and pri-
vate schools in Carroll County that has a graduating Sen-
ior Class.  Typically the school contact is in the Guid-
ance Office.  The chapter has an up-to-date list of con-
tacts. 

 In February/March, get the Pins and certificate blanks.  
Pins are usually provided by the Maryland SAR Chair 
for ROTC/JROTC and Outstanding Citizenship.  The 
pins are picked up at the Maryland SAR George Wash-
ington Luncheon in February 

 By the start of May, receive the full name of the recom-
mended student for each school, and when (date and 
time) and where the Senior Awards Ceremony will be 
held.   

 By the middle of May, line up Chapter members from 
our roster who can volunteer to maker the presentation.  
Often one or more schools may schedule their ceremony 
for the same day and time, which makes getting a volun-
teer for each school important.  Let the contact of each 
school know the name of the presenter. 

 Supply each school with  the pin, the completed certifi-
cate in a folder, and the script for the presenter to use.  
Scripts are available and can be printed out from a file. 

 In June, provide the chapter newsletter editor with the 
names for the recipients, their school, the date presented, 
and the presenter’s name. 

 In June, complete a Press Release template with the 
names of the winners and submit to the Carroll County 
Times for publication. 
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R e m i n d e r s  

Electronic Edition. If you have a new or changed e-
mail address, please let President Engler know, as 
sending electronically saves the cost of printing and 
postage. 
Articles Needed. Are there any items you’d like to 
share with the rest of the chapter? If so, contact Presi-
dent Engler. 
Volunteers Needed.  There are a number of chapter 

chairmanships that are in need of filling (see the Com-
mittee Status Report for where we have needs). Please 
consider taking on one of these positions.   
We are a Registered Non-Profit.  Our chapter is a reg-
istered 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  Contributions 
will be recognized in writing and are tax-deductible.  
Every dollar contributed will be used directly for our 
new and existing programs.  

P a g e  1 9  V o l u m e  7 ,  I s s u e  3  

 On 15 July 2017, Chapter President James 
Engler represented the chapter at the wreath-laying 
ceremony for COL Gassaway Watkins, where Pre-
sented a chapter wreath.   Sponsored in part by the 
Charles Carroll of Carrollton Chapter SAR, and coor-
dinated by Richard Azzaro, a member of The Society 
of the Honor Guard, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier , 
this was truly a community event to honor the actions 
of Gassaway Watkins, who served in both the Revo-
lutionary War and the War of 1812.  Then a young 
Lieutenant, Gassaway Watkins was one of the Amer-
ican officers at the decisive Battle of Cowpens.  He 
grave was marked by the SAR at some previous date.  

 The ceremony was held at the Watkins family 
cemetery, located at Walnut Grove, Gassaway Wat-
kin’s home, near Clarksville, Maryland.  The estate 
was sold off in recent years and the home now sur-

rounded by homes on multi-acre land tracts.  The 
homeowners society was involved as well as a local 
Boy Scout troop, (Troop 7) in the cleaning up and 
restoration of the cemetery, which in recent decades 
had fallen into a poor state of repair. 

 There was a big turnout, including representa-
tives from SAR, DAR, the local home owners, the 
Boys Scouts, Girl Scouts, and others.  The Maryland 
SAR Color Guard, as well as re-enactors and mem-
bers of the Old Guard’s Fife and Drum Corps led the 
procession from Walnut Grove to the cemetery ad-
joining it.  After wreaths were presented, including 
by Maryland SAR President Don Deering, and SAR 
Chapter Presidents James Schaub and James Engler, 
Sr., the combined Color Guard provided a musket 
salute.   

E n g l e r  A t t e n d s  W r e a t h  L a y i n g  

SAR, Left to Right: Dave Embrey, Tim Mallory, Jim Engler, Sr., James Battles, Ron Harbaugh, Don Deering, James 
Schaub 
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The 2017 calendar year was one in which the 
chapter did get much accomplished, while also can-
celling other plans. 

On the plus side, the chapter continued to add 
new members.  Two new members joined and were 
inducted this year, and two members who had been 
unable to attend a meeting were also inducted.  
There are currently two additional applicants in the 
review process, and several additional candidates in 
various states of completion.  If anyone would be 
interested in helping these candidates complete and 
submit their applications, please contact President 
Engler or Registrar Massie. 

In addition, Past President Cecil Massie had a 
Supplemental approved.  Another Compatriot’s 
supplemental, is currently being worked on to im-
prove the documentation packet.  Very few Com-
patriots submit Supplementals for other Patriot an-
cestors.  The level of documentation involved is 
identical to that needed for the original membership 
application Compatriots submitted to join. Compat-
riots with more than one  Patriot ancestor are en-
couraged to work up and submit Supplemental ap-
plications to SAR.  Current cost is $75 for the ap-
plication processing. 

Our Youth Programs remained active this past 
year as well, with chapter winners in the Essay, 
Orations and ROTC Categories.  Progress was 
made in the American Teacher Contest, and while 
there were no submissions, we may be in a better 
position in 2018 for applicants.  We had no submis-
sions this year for the Poster or Brochure Contests.  
We continue attempting inroads with the Senior 
Instructors of the county’s two JROTC units.   

Our Outstanding Citizenship Awards remain a 
stalwart of our chapter programs.  We are down one 
award with the closing of North Carroll High 
School.  We’d like to be able to award one at Ger-
stell Academy and that remains a goal. 

We did hold one of the two Patriot Grave Mark-
ings in the Chapter this past Spring.  We did not 
have any volunteers to drive  forward on the Fall 
marking, which required a Patriot to be identified 
and committee in place to get the event executed.  
We have gained a good deal of experience in the        
 past decade, and the lessons learned could 

be passed easily to volunteers. 
Our new events had a mixed outcome.  On the 

plus side, the Constitution Week Program in its se-
cond year had a larger attendance than the previous 
year.  Our second annual picnic had fewer at-
tendees, which may be due to a lack of getting the 
word out early enough. 

Our chapter is represented at state, district and 
national events.  The level of representation is lim-
ited, and while part of this may be due to cost and 
distance, Compatriots are encouraged to participate 
as much as possible. 

We are an active chapter in this state, and Presi-
dent Engler receives compliments on our level of 
activity frequently.  How active we are can be 
measured using the SAR Americanism Score Sheet, 
which assigns point values for various activities. 

The trend in activity for our chapter has been 
growing over the past few years, so that while the 
percentage in the above chart is down from last 
year, it is because we planned more than the previ-
ous year and the total point value has improved sig-
nificantly.   

The final numbers are not yet in for 2017 and 
will be submitted on 1 March 2018 to the National 
SAR Americanism Committee.  

H o w  D i d  W e  D o  T h i s  Y e a r ?  



©
 2

01
7 

 Ja
m

es
 A

dk
in

s 

P a g e  2 1  V o l u m e  7 ,  I s s u e  3  

 In what has become a regular annual event of 
the Maryland SAR, the Westminster Chapter was 
represented at the 2017 Battle of Brooklyn Com-
memorations.  For the past few years, Maryland SAR 
has sent a delegation by bus to Brooklyn, New York 
for the annual Battle Week festivities.  The day began 
early, with SAR members, members of the DAR, and  
— new this year — members of the Maryland gov-
ernment’s Memorials Commission arriving at the 
White Marsh Park and Ride to ride a chartered bus to 
Brooklyn on Sunday, 20 August 2017. 

 Members of the delegation arrived in plenty 
of time for the morning event at the Old Stone 
House, where the Maryland 400 repeatedly attacked 
British forces in a successful attempt to keep a path 

open for retreating American troops.  The morning 
event included reading the names of the some 236 
Maryland soldiers who gave their lives in that at-
tempt, which allowed Washington’s army to escape 
and fight another day.  Chapter President Engler, rep-
resenting our chapter at this event, was the reader for 
one of the companies of the Maryland Regiment. 

 Following a catered lunch, the delegation 
travelled to Prospect Park in Brooklyn for a ceremo-
ny at the Maryland Monument.  Erected in 1896 by 
the Maryland SAR, and maintained by the Maryland 
Memorials Commission, the SAR held a brief wreath 
laying ceremony before heading on a long journey 
home the same day.  

C h a p t e r  P r e s e n t  o n  B r o o k l y n  T r i p  
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The results for the 2016 Calendar Year 
Americanism Score Sheets were announced 
at the 2017 National Congress in Knoxville.  
Last year, our chapter scored highest within 
the state in our size class (1-49 members) for 
service to the community (Americanism) and 
second highest in service to SAR (PG 
Streamer).  Our  point values in both catego-
ries were up from 2015, even with a slight 
drop in members (due to those who did not 
get their dues in on time by the end of the 
year). 

In 2016, our chapter had no adjustments 
made, demonstrating we’re getting a handle 
on the reporting process.  The chapter did 

fairly well, coming in 14th out of 
62 chapters nation-wide in our 
class for Americanism, and 9th 
out of 62 in the PG Streamer.  A 
third contest, the PC Cup, evalu-
ates chapters with activities in at 
least 12 of 16 different areas; 
Westminster was 9th of 13 to 
qualify.  The PG Cup uses a for-
mula involving point totals and 
the number of members in the 
Chapter. 

 Shown in 
the chart at right 
are our chapter’s 
historical activity 
trends.  Estimates 
of activities are 
shown for 2001-
2012, and reported 
results since.  The 
gray lines show 
which nation-wide 
quartile the chapter 
was in, and here, 
too, our perfor-
mance continues to 
increase. 

W e s t m i n s t e r  R e s u l t s  i n  2 0 1 6  A m e r i c a n i s m  



 Westminster Chap-
ter SAR Compatriot Ray-
mond W. Page died on 3 
August  2017 in Parkville, 
Maryland at the age of 82. 
Raymond is survived by 
wife, Susan S. Page, chil-
dren and spouses of John D. 
Page, James H. Page, 
Tracey Page Jolley, and 
nine adoring grandchildren.  

Born 8 February 1935 in New Berlin, New York to 
Howard L. Page and Doris L. Page. In 1953, he 
joined the US Army at the age of 18. He went on to 
graduate from SUNY Oswego, with additional 
coursework from Syracuse , Harvard , and a Master's 
degree in Education from SUNY Oneonta.  In 1959, 
he married Susan T. Schaffer.  

 Raymond began his career in Norwich, New 
York, overseeing the student teacher program at 

SUNY Oneonta. He began his teaching career in the 
Norwich, New York School District. After moving 
to Rochester in 1967, he worked for the Greece Cen-
tral School District and remained there for over 30 
years, becoming Superintendent of the district.  

 Raymond joined the SAR and the Westmin-
ster Chapter in 2007 under patriot Gershom Pope. 
(1743-1810) Gershom served as a Private in Captain 
Samuel Hall's company of Light horse, 4th Connect-
icut Regiment, commanded by Major Ebenezer 
Backus, 1776. His unit marched 7 SEP 1776 to New 
York; relieved 1 NOV 1776. He is reported to have 
served in the northern army under Generals Arnold 
and Gates; family tradition says that he rose to the 
rank of Captain. 

 A memorial service was held on Thursday, 
10 August  2017 at the Oak Crest Village Chapel, 
8800 Walther Blvd, Parkville, MD, with a reception 
that followed.  

R a y m o n d  W .  P a g e  ( 1 9 3 5 - 2 0 1 7 )  

 Born 7 April 1934, in 
Pocahontas, Pa.,  to Marling 
and Alice Geiger Shockey, 
Paul Richard Shockey, of 
Mountain Lake Park, died on 8 
December 2017, at his home.  
 A 1952 graduate of 
Meyersdale High School, he 
was a highly recognized foot-
ball player and was recruited 

by Baldwin-Wallace College in Berea, Ohio, where 
he graduated with a B.A. in Business Administra-
tion. Paul was employed by United Airlines, became 
president of the nation's largest air transport union 
(Local 846 of the International Association of Ma-
chinists), and later worked in several cargo and cus-
tomer service management positions in Cleveland, 
Philadelphia and Baltimore. He was the Garrett 
County Roads Administrator for 11 years, the vice-
president of Team One GM Automotive Dealership 
in Oakland, and broker of Triple "S" Real Estate 
Holdings, LLC.  

 Named "Citizen of the Year" by the Southern 
Garrett Athletic Association in 1993, he was elected 
to the Southern High School Football Hall of Fame 

in 2003.  He was elected mayor of Mountain Lake 
Park in 2000.  

 Paul joined the SAR in 1997 as a member of 
the Westminster Chapter under Patriot Christian 
Shockey, Sr.  In 2001 he became a charter member 
and, at the time of his passing, a past president of the 
Little Meadows Chapter, Maryland SAR. 

 He was also a past president of the local Li-
ons Club and served as a zone and region chairman 
in District 22-W and was named a “Melvin Jones 
Fellow” in 2008 (highest recognition for humanitari-
an service in Lions Club International).  

 Paul was a member of The Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church.  He is survived by his wife, 
Sue (Hatfield) Shockey; a sister; his children, Ste-
phen Shockey and wife, Kerry, Gregory Shockey 
and wife, Susan, and Susan C. (Shockey) Bone; step 
children, Michael Hillen and wife, Susan of Oak-
land, Jenifer (Hillen) Grant of Santa Monica, Calif., 
James Hillen and wife, Darlene, Amy Hillen, Dave 
Hillen and wife, Karen; three grandchildren, and 14 
step grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren.  
 A celebration of Paul's life was held on Mon-
day, Dec. 11, 2017, at Uno's Restaurant, Honi loca-
tion, 19745 Garrett Hwy, Oakland.  

P a u l  R .  S h o c k e y  ( 1 9 3 4 - 2 0 1 7 )  
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8024 Upperfield Court 
Owings Mills, MD 21117-5578 

Phone: (443) 257-7541 
E-mail: saengler@gmail.com 

Chartered on 9 March 1985, the Westminster Chap-
ter, SAR proudly serves Carroll County, Maryland.   
In keeping with the mission of SAR, our chapter 

seeks to maintain and extend the institutions of Amer-
ican freedom through an appreciation for true patriot-
ism, a respect for our national symbols, the value of 
American citizenship, and for the unifying force that has 
created, from the people of many nations, one nation and 
one people.  
We do this by perpetuating in our local community, 

among all age groups, the stories of patriotism, courage, 
sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph of those who achieved 
the independence of the American people, in the belief 
that these stories are universal ones of man's eternal 
struggle against tyranny, relevant to all time, and will 
inspire and strengthen each succeeding generation as it  
too is called upon to defend our freedoms on the battle-
field and in our public institutions. 

W E S T M I N S T E R  
C H A P T E R ,  S O N S  O F  

T H E  A M E R I C A N  
R E V O L U T I O N  

Libertas et Patria 

OUR WEB ADDRESS: 
HTTP://WESTMINSTER.MDSSAR.ORG/

INDEX.HTML 

Date, Time and Place Subject 

6 January 2018 
8:30 AM 

Maryland Club, Baltimore, MD 

MDSSAR Board of Managers Meeting 
Contact: Gary Neal 

10 February 2018 
2:00 PM 

The Buttersburg Inn, Union Bridge, Maryland 

Chapter GW Program 
Contact: Leonard Easton 

17 February 2018 
11:00 AM 

Eagles Nest Country Club 
Towson, Maryland 

MDSSAR  George Washington Luncheon 
Contact: James Perry/Gary Neal 

21 February 2018 
7:00 PM 

Large Meeting Room, Westminster Public Library 

Chapter Orations Program 
Contact: J. F. Engler, Sr. 

7 March 2018 
6:30 PM 

The Buttersburg Inn,  Union Bridge, Maryland 

Chapter Spring Meeting 
Contact: Leonard Easton 

21 April 2018 
Maritime Conference Center 

Linthicum, Maryland 

MDSSAR Annual Meeting 
Contact: Gary Neal 

TBD April 2018 
Site TBD 

Chapter Brunch 
Contact: Chris Lyons 

C a l e n d a r ,  J a n u a r y  — A p r i l  2 0 1 8  

Items in italics are non-Chapter (other Chapters, State, District or National) SAR events, see the State site (accessible from our chapter’s “Links” page) for 
more information on these events. 


