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C h a p t e r  H o l d s  E l e c t i o n s  

The Chapter’s annual elections at 
the Fall Meeting included a number of 
new members joining the officer 
ranks.  The slate included several 
nominated from the floor.  The current 
list of  officers as a result of the elec-
tions are: 

 President: James F. Engler, Sr. 
 Vice President: VACANT 
 Secretary: Stephen A. Engler 
 Treasurer: Leonard P. Easton 
 Chaplain: VACANT 
 Historian: VACANT 
 Genealogist: VACANT 
 Chancellor: VACANT 
 Registrar: Dr. Cecil M. Massie, Sr. 
 Immediate Past President: Dr.  Ce-

cil M. Massie, Sr. 
 Manager, 2016-2019: Charles 

Hedges 
 Manager, 2016-2019: Jacob M. 

Yingling 

 Manager, 2017-2020: Don Warner 
 Manager, 2017-2020: Christopher 

M. Engler 
 

This will be President Engler’s 
third term.  He can only be elected 
consecutively twice more if he chooses 
to run.  Anyone who would be inter-
ested in eventually becoming chapter 
president should consider volunteering 
for the currently vacant position of 
Vice President.  Vacancies in the of-
fices of Genealogist and Chancellor 
may rely on State officers in those po-
sitions, although it would be preferable 
for these offices to be filled by chapter 
Compatriots.  If anyone would like to 
be appointed to these positions, please 
contact any of the Board of Officers 
and Managers. 

All new officers will be sworn in 
at the Annual Spring Meeting. 

  
 
 
 
 

A Quarterly Newsletter of the Westminster Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution 
Proudly Serving Carroll County, Maryland, 

Chapter Established 9 March 1985 

 

Check out our website at: http://westminster.mdssar.org/ 

S a v e  t h e  D a t e :  C h a p t e r  S p r i n g  
M e e t i n g   

The Chapter’s Annual Spring 
Meeting is planned as a luncheon for 
Saturday, 18 March 2017 at 2 PM in 
The Buttersburg Inn, Union Bridge, 
Maryland. There will be more infor-

mation in our next newsletter. 

The Meeting is open to all Compa-
triots, their families, and guests.  
Please save the date and plan on at-
tending. 

D u e s  D u e  

The year is almost over: have you 
sent in your dues?  If you have, thank 
you.  If not, you received the bill, so 
please take a moment to write a check 
and send it to the MDSSAR Treasurer, 

Gary Neal, P. O. Box 1, Cockeysville, 
MD 21030-0001.  You’ll be helping 
the chapter a lot by sending before the 
end of the year! 



 

P a g e  2  T h e  W e s t m i n s t e r  A s s o c i a t o r  

Compatriots: 
 
 While the intent is to 
have our newsletter our at the 
start of each quarter, this issue 
covers a much wider period of 
time.  Still, it does come out 
while we are officially still in 
the Fall. 
 Among the articles of 
this issue are several covering 
summer events that occur at 
the National and District 
level.  If you’ve been reading 
our newsletter over the past 

few years, you’ve seen regular  articles covering the 
National Congress and the Atlantic Middle States 

Conference.  There is much that is interesting for 
Compatriots at both events.  I mention this because 
the 2017 National Congress is in Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, and the AMS meeting will be just up the 
road in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  I hope you will 
all start making plans now to attend both. 
 We are also covering in this issue the plans 
for next years activities.  It looks to be a very full 
year of events, and I hope to see as a many of you 
as possible at  them. 
 I hope you all had a great Thanksgiving, and 
I wish you all a Merry Christmas.  Have a Happy 
new year, and I’m looking forward to seeing you in 
2017! 

Pro Patria, 
Jim Engler 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

James F. Engler, Sr. 

 To bring our Constitution Week Activities 
to a fitting end (see article, next page), the Chapter 
held  its first Constitution Week Program in the 
Large Meeting Room of the Eldersburg Public Li-
brary on Saturday,  24 September.    Our speaker 
was Commissioner Richard Rothschild, who gave 
a very interesting talk on what it means to protect 
and defend the Constitution of the United States. 

The Commissioner also formally presented the 
Constitution Week Proclamation to the Chapter. 
 During the program, State SAR President 
William Smithson inducted into the Chapter the 
three members of the Irwin family.  
 While turnout was light, this was not unex-
pected, as  the planning cycle for the event  had 
been less than a month. 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  W e e k  P r o g r a m  H e l d  

President Engler awards Commissioner Richard Roths-
child (District 4) a Certificate of Appreciation for his 

support of the Chapters’ Constitution Week Efforts and 
the Commissioner’s willingness to speak to our Chapter. 

Left to Right, Bob Irwin and sons Joshua and Ryan Ir-
win are sworn in to the Chapter. 
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Left to Right: Commissioner Richard 
Rothschild (District 4),  Commissioner 

Stephen Wantz (District 1), Chapter Presi-
dent Jim Engler, Immediate Past Chapter 
President Cecil Massie,  Commissioner 

Dennis Frazier (District 3), and Commis-
sioner Doug Howard (District 5).  Present 

but not in the picture: Compatriot Bill 
Hiatt.  Commissioner Richard Weaver 

(District 2) was attending to other County 
business during the meeting and not pre-
sent, although he did sign the proclama-

tion with the other Commissioners 

C h a p t e r  G e t s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  W e e k  P r o c l a i m e d  

The County Commissioners of Carroll County  
proclaimed National Constitution Week in Carroll 
County on  the morning of Thursday, 22 September 
2016, during the  “Positively Carroll” segment at the 
start of Commissioner’s weekly Open Session.   The 
proclamation was the result of the chapter’s efforts 
to get Constitution Week recognized in the County; 
our sisters in the William Winchester Chapter DAR 
were able to get a similar proclamation from the 
Mayor of the City of Westminster. 

The proclamation reads as follows: 

WHEREAS, We the People did ordain and establish a 
Constitution for the United States of America to secure the 
blessings of liberty for ourselves and our posterity; and 

WHEREAS, it is important that all citizens fully under-
stand the provisions, principles and meaning of the Consti-
tution so they can support, preserve and defend it against 
encroachment; and 

WHEREAS, Constitution Week provides an opportunity 
for all Americans to learn about and to reflect upon the 
rights and privileges of citizenship and its responsibilities; 
and 

WHEREAS, September 17, 2016 marks the two hundred 
and twenty-seventh  anniversary of the signing of the Consti-
tution of the United States by our Nation’s founders; and  

WHEREAS, The Congress, by a joint resolution of Feb-
ruary 29, 1952 designated September 17 as “Citizenship 
Day” and by joint resolution of August 2, 1956 requested 
that the President proclaim the week beginning September 
17 and ending September 23 of each year as “Constitution 
Week;” and it is fitting to accord official city recognition to 
this important anniversary. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF CARROLL COUNTY, MARYLAND, 

that September 17, 2016 
be proclaimed as Citi-
zenship Day, and the 
week of September 17 
through September 23, 
2016 be proclaimed as 
Constitution Week in the 
County of Carroll.   

BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, that all 
leaders of civic, social, 
and educational organi-
zations, conduct ceremo-
nies and programs that 
celebrate our Constitu-
tion and reaffirm our 
rights and obligations as 
citizens of our great Na-
tion.  

BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, that the 
Commissioners of Carroll County commend the Westminster 
Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution for lending 
its leadership to promoting this historic and patriotic obser-
vance and preserving our cherished American heritage. 

The Chapter prepared the text and submitted it.  
Inadvertently, the proclamation shows this the 227th 
Anniversary, when it should have said 229th.  

Following opening remarks from Commissioner 
Rothschild,  who read the proclamation, Compatriots 
Engler and Massie briefly addressed the Commis-
sioners before the photo below was taken.  The en-
tire session was broadcast live and repeated for sev-
eral days on Carroll County Government Cable 
Channel 24.  According to Commissioner Wentz, 
thousands see this broadcast weekly 
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The National SAR held its Congress in Boston, 
Massachusetts 8-13 July.  Chapter President Engler 
attended and noted the following items that should 
be of Interest to our Compatriots: 
 Presentations were made discussing the then-

recently-inaugurated National Website and the 
use of the application System 

 Further presentations were made on plans for 
the completion of National Headquarters 

 In the Orations contest, the Maryland represen-
tative (winner from the Smallwood Chapter) 
competed in one of the largest National compe-
titions in recent years — a field of 18 young 
people from across the nation.  Competition 
was always was of an amazing high caliber, and 
the Maryland winner did not make the top six 
finalists.  Note: the last time Maryland won was 
in 2004. 

 Newly installed President Mike Tomme pre-
sented his initiatives for the upcoming year, 
with a focus on education and Youth Programs. 
 
Extensive details of the Congress can be found 

in the Fall issue of  SAR Magazine. Please enjoy a 
few photos taken by President Engler at the event.
 

N o t e s :  2 0 1 6  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  

Left: a panorama of Bos-
ton’s Backbay.   A Duck 
Boat tour of Boston to-
day ended with  a float-
ing visit  on the Charles 
River.  In Revolutionary 

times, the  land now 
called Backbay was just 
that: the back bay.  Two 
centuries of expansion 

and turning marshes into 
habitable areas has sig-
nificantly changed Bos-
ton from what  Samuel 
Adams and John Han-
cock would recognize. 

President Engler at the Minuteman Monument in 
Concord. 
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R e m i n d e r s  

.Electronic Edition. Paper copies of The Westminster 
Associator go out to members for whom we have no e-
mail address; electronic copies (viewable using the 
freely downloaded Adobe Acrobat Reader™) are sent 
to the rest of our chapter members. If you have a new 
or changed e-mail address, please let President Engler 
know (contact information on the back), as sending 
electronically will save our chapter the cost of printing 
and postage. 
 
Articles Needed. Are there any items you’d like to 
share with the rest of the chapter? If so, contact Com-
patriot Engler for inclusion in the next issue of The 
Westminster Associator. 
 
Website Updated.  The State Webmaster has updated 
our address, and The Chapter website has been up-
dated to include recent chapter activities.  Check us out 

at http://westminster.mdssar.org.  If you see anything 
to change or add, contact the webmaster. 
 
Volunteers Needed for Committees.  There are a num-
ber of chapter chairmanships that are in need of filling.  
See the Committee Status Report in this newsletter for 
where we have needs. Please consider taking on the 
responsibility for these positions.   
 
We are a Registered Non-Profit.  Our chapter is a reg-
istered 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  Any contribu-
tions will be recognized in writing and are tax-
deductible.  So, if you or anyone you know are looking 
for a charitable organization to which contributions 
can be made, consider us! Every dollar contributed 
will be used directly for our new and existing pro-
grams.  

Panoramas from Boston.   
 

Top: Old South Church, site 
of this year’s Memorial 

Service.   
 

Next to Top:  Lexington 
Green, with Buckman Tav-

ern to the right  
 

Bottom, Left Interior of 
Buckman Tavern.  Much of 

the Village business oc-
curred in this room. 

 
Bottom Right: Common 

room of Buckman Tavern. 
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The Annual Atlantic Middle States Conference 
was held this year in Albany, New York the week-
end of 12-14 August.  The AMS consists of two 
SAR Districts: The Mid Atlantic District (Virginia, 
District of Columbia, Maryland, Delaware, and 
Pennsylvania) and The North Atlantic District 
(New Jersey and the Empire State/New York).  
Each year a different state Society holds event: in 
2015, Maryland hosted; last year was New Jersey; 
in 2018 it will be Pennsylvania’s turn. 

The Friday night session provided an introduc-
tion to candidates who are running for National Of-
fices (elections to be at the 2017 National Con-
gress).   

The Saturday morning session dealt with AMS 
Association business, including a report  by each of 
the state society Presidents. A couple items which 
may be of interest to our Compatriots: 

 
 New Jersey reported a threat to an important 

piece of American History: a critical part of the 
Battlefield of Princeton was scheduled to be 
bulldozed and turned into research buildings.  
The phrase being used was that the we fought 
Red Coats, now we’re fighting the Lab Coats! 

[Editors Note:  in very recent days as the final 
version of this newsletter was being prepared, 
an agreement was reached which would pre-
serve a significant portion of the threatened 
acreage.] 

 The State Societies voted to each provide 
$1,000 to the new initiative of President Gen-
eral Tomme, to more permanently fund the 
Youth Programs at the National Level.  While 
several of the Youth Programs have sizeable 
endowments, others do not.  This initiative ad-
dresses that imbalance. 
 
Each year the host society provides a unique 

tour, and the Empire State Society  provided a great 
one: a tour of Saratoga National Battlefield.  The 
tour guide was a former National Park Tour Guide 
of the battlefield and provided a wealth of informa-
tion.  He also served as the speaker for the evening 
dinner, talking about one of the great deeds done by 
Benedict Arnold before he became one of Amer-
ica’s  most noted traitors. 

Please enjoy a few photos taken by President 
Engler on the tour. 

  

N o t e s :  A t l a n t i c  M i d d l e  S t a t e s  C o n f e r e n c e  

Above: an Electronic Map at the  National Park’s Headquar-
ters, highlights and narrates the events at  Saratoga. 

 
Left:  American Gun Emplacement at Bemis Heights.  The 
poles  to either side note the original fortification walls.  

Throughout the battlefield, these poles mark the fortification 
of the Americans in blue and the British in Red 
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Above, a series of panoramas from the battle field.  Top 
to bottom:  looking west, just downslope from  Neilson 

House, the blue posts of fortifications in the foreground, 
and a DAR monument and a monument to Polish Engi-
neer Kosciuszko in the background; the Neilson farm 

house, looking west;  the Barber Wheatfield, site of some 
of the hottest fighting; Inside the Balcarres Redoubt, 

part of the British Fortifications. 
 

To Right, a diorama at the National Park Headquarters, 
illustrating the  temporary fortification walls used by 

both sides during the Battle of Saratoga. 
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 SAR Youth Program winners were recently 
recognized at a Westminster Chapter business meet-
ing/dinner held at The Buttersburg Inn in Union 
Bridge, Maryland on 4 August 2016.  Our SAR 
Youth Programs encourage the understanding of our 
American Heritage. Candidates submitted their en-
tries through the local Westminster Chapter and the 
winning entries were submitted to the Maryland 
State Society.   This year, the Westminster Chapter 
had three submissions that placed at the state society 
competition.   
 Mason Shirey from Ellicott City was the 
Maryland State Society first runner-up in the Ameri-
canism Elementary School Poster Contest with his 
poster on 13 key events of the Revolutionary 
War.  He was awarded a certificate and a check for 
$75.  
 Ashley Vajo was the Maryland State Society 
first place winner in the Americanism Middle 
School Brochure Contest with her tri-fold informa-
tion brochure on the Bill of Rights. She was 
awarded a certificate and a check for $150.  
 Emily Vajo was the Maryland State Society 
first place winner in the High School level George 
S. & Stella M. Knight Essay Contest. Her essay ti-
tled "The Contribution of Women to the American 
Revolution" won her a certificate, a State Society 

Medal, and a check for $500.   
 Ashley and Emily Vajo are sisters from 
Sykesville, Maryland. The State Society winning 
entries were forwarded to the National competi-
tion.  On hand to present the awards was Louis 
Raborg, the Chairman of the SAR Maryland State 
Society Youth Programs. 

 

C h a p t e r  A w a r d e e s  G u e s t s  a t  S u m m e r  
D i n n e r   
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SAR Youth Award winners (front, l-r) Ashley Vajo, 
Emily Vajo, and Mason Shirey were recognized by 

Maryland State Chairman Louis Raborg (back, left) 
and Westminster Chapter President James F. 

Engler, Sr. (back, right)  

 The Chapter Summer Business Meeting/
Dinner was well attended by Chapter Compatriots 
and guests.  Attending from the chapter were Jim 
Engler, Leonard Easton, Marvin Devilbiss, Don 
Warner, Cecil Massie and Charles Hedges.   Lou 
Raborg, Past President of Maryland SAR and the 
State Chairman for Youth Programs also attended. 
 The meeting opened with an invocation by 
Cecil Massie, the Pledge of Allegiance led by Leo-
nard Easton, and the Pledge to the SAR led by 
Charles Hedges.   Following reports by Officers the 
assembled had dinner. 
 Following dinner, our Guest Speaker  Ser-
geant Radcliffe Darby, Jr. (winner of the chapter 

Law Enforcement award), thanked the chapter for 
selecting him for this award. Sergeant Darby com-
mented on his career with the police department and 
provided unique insights into the responsibilities of 
a police officer as well as his experiences working 
as a patrol officer on the street and as an administra-
tor. Sergeant Darby stated that he appreciated the 
positive feedback and support he receives from the 
citizens of Carroll County and the city of Westmin-
ster. He described his uniform and the items that are 
part of his belt. Specifically, he stated that the belt 
weighs over 25 pounds and consists of flashlights, 
handcuffs, lights, pistol, Taser, baton and numerous 
medical items. In closing, Sergeant Darby described 

C h a p t e r  H o l d s  S u m m e r  D i n n e r   
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S u m m e r  D i n n e r ,  C o n t ’ d   

his current assignments that include conducting infor- mation classes with the elementary and middle 
schools as well as public outreach programs such as 
“shop with a cop” that provides school supplies for 
disadvantaged youth.  
 Next on the program was introduction  of our 
Chapter Youth Contests (see article on page 8).  The 
Vajo sisters read their winning brochure and essay to 
the assembled. 
 Committee reports ended the evening.  Under 
New Business it was proposed that the chapter hold a 
Constitution Week Program, at which the intent was 
to induct as many of the dozen new members who 
joined this year as possible.  The original date was 
slated for 18 September (due to venue limitations, this 
was re-scheduled to 25 September ; see article on 
page 2). 
 

SGT Radcliffe with President Engler 
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 President Engler travelled with other Mary-
land SAR Compatriots and ladies of the DAR to 
honor the sacrifices made at the Battle of Brooklyn 
by the Maryland Line (27 August 1776).   At the Old 
Stone House he read the names of  those killed in 
action from one of the  regiment’s companies.  He 
laid the chapter wreath at the Maryland Monument 
in Prospect Park (shown in lower right photo directly 
in front of the monument’s column).  

 Besides 
the ceremony at 
the Old Stone 
House and the 
wreath laying at 
the Maryland 
M o n u m e n t , 
those on the trip 
made a short 
stop at the 
American Le-
gion post next 
to where it is 
reputed that 
most of the  
Maryland dead 
are buried.  

C h a p t e r  P a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  B r o o k l y n  T r i p  
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N o t e s :  W i l l i a m  W i n c h e s t e r  C h a p t e r  D A R  

 The William Winchester Chapter, DAR has 
been busy with many Summer and Fall activi-
ties.  Members of our chapter attended the West-
minster Memorial Day Parade and laid a wreath on 
William Winchester's grave.  The chapter 
also  went to Washington for the 125th Continental 
Congress of the National Society DAR. 
 Their first Meeting was held on Saturday, 
10 September with a  coffee for new members/
prospective members and a celebration of our mem-
bers.  At this meeting they installed four new mem-
bers.  To honor Constitution Week the Mayor of 
Westminster signed a Proclamation, which the 
chapter has on display at the North Carroll Li-
brary.  On 17 September several members attended 
Fall Form in Easton, Maryland for the State DAR 
Board Meeting, which included meeting the State 
Chairs of different committees . 
On 19 October  chapter members will go to the 
Veterans Hospital on Lock Raven Blvd.; members 
attending have been asked to bring in items for our 
Vets.  The chapter will visit every patient (around 

100), thank them for their service and will leave an 
American Flag or a poppy.    
 The chapter’s First Vice Reagent, Kathleen 
Bromelow, has scheduled very interesting year of 
programs (all meetings except where indicated are 
on Saturdays at 10am. at Cockey’s Tavern, next to 
the Carroll County Historical Society on Main 
Street, Westminster).  Upcoming meetings include:   
 7 January 2017: “Show your Family History 

Part:2” 
 4 February: “Women's Heart Health,” Speaker, 

Krystin Jansen, PA-C 
 3 March (Friday 1pm):  Student Essay Contest 

Awards 
 2 April : “Colonial Cooking,” Speaker, Katie 

Barney Moose. 
All are Welcome.  The chapter would love for our 
Compatriots to join them.  For more information 
please call the William Winchester Regent, Barb 
Croft , at 410-857-0155 

 Terra Rubra’s Senior President, Kay Bern-
stein, attended the 30 July 2016 State CAR meet-
ing at Hashawa Nature Center in Westminster and 
reports the following: 
 The meeting discussed the National C.A.R. 

theme for 2016-2017 which is Freedom’s 
Thunder.  The national project is to raise funds 
for obtaining artillery pieces for the Artillery 
and Firing Station part of the new American 
Revolution Museum in Yorktown.  The Artil-
lery and Firing Station part of the museum will 
feature an educational program highlighting 
what soldiers did as well as the efforts of the 
American’s allies and leaders.  It will include a 
hands-on learning environment with artillery 
demonstration (demonstrations of the firing of 
cannons) for people of all ages.  Thus, the need 
for artillery pieces for the museum.   

 The meeting discussed what local societies can 
do for programs for the 2016-2017 year. 

 The meeting discussed the Maryland State 
C.A.R. project which is to raise money to sup-

port Hero Dogs.  Hero Dogs is a non-profit or-
ganization   To raise money for Hero Dogs, 
Maryland Societies are selling sun catch-
ers.  The cost of a sun catcher is $15.  The rib-
bon on the sun catcher has printed on it 
“MSSCAR" and “Hero Dogs.”  It is approxi-
mately  4-1/4” wide  x 4-1/4” high .   

Terra Rubra Society’s next meeting is to be deter-
mined.  With after-school programs and weekend 
activities, it is a challenge to find a time when most 
can meet.  There are some upcoming State-level 
CAR events in which Terra Rubra hopes to partici-
pate: 
 9 October 2016: State Workday   
 29 October 2016: Leaf Raking at the DAR 

Chapter House 
 4 December 2016: C.A.R. Holiday Party and 

Board Meeting 
 24-26 February 2017: Maryland State C.A.R. 

Conference at Turf Valley 
 

N o t e s :  T e r r a  R u b r a  C A R  
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N S S A R  H o l d s  F a l l  L e a d e r s h i p  M e e t i n g  

 NSSAR held its Annual Fall Leadership 
Meeting in Louisville 29 September-2 October.  The 
following items before the trustees may be of interest 
to our Compatriots: 
 A number of chapters and state societies met the 

PG’s challenge of contributing $1,000 to the Na-
tional Youth Awards. 

 The Chancellor General submitted a coexistence 
agreement between the National Society Sons of 
the American Revolution and the General Society 
Sons of the Revolution.  The purpose of the 
agreement was to define the use of trademarks by 
both organizations.  The agreement was approved 
by the Trustees. 

 Trustees voted down a move to implement the 
Member Module on the website as soon as possi-
ble.  Trustees felt further work was needed. 

 The Kings College London (KCL) Project re-
quested and had approved a move to pay the an-
nual amount of this project for one time only this 
October as a £25,000 contribution.  Usually this 
would be a $38,000 contribution in the Spring.  
By taking advantage of the BREXIT and the re-
sulting slip in the foreign currency rate, SAR 
saves itself $6,000. 

 A presentation to authorize $7,000 to complete a 
design for the front of the Headquarters building 
(where the outreach center will be) was voted 
down. 

 The trustees were briefed on Education Outreach 
and the need for Youth Protection.  As we are in-
volved in our programs with youth, it has been 
determined that we need to provide Youth Protec-
tion Training.  This will be done through the na-
tionally known BSA on-line training. 

 The Trustees approved the 2021 National Con-
gress for Washington State.  Details will be re-
ported as they develop. 

 A new effort for the digitization of all SAR appli-
cations and supporting documentation is currently 
under consideration, with appropriate wording 
regarding protection of living family.  While 
FamilySearch.org was originally considered, the 
effort will be put out as a Request for Proposal to 
select the right organization to do the scanning. 

 Under New Business, Compatriot Sam Powell of 
the SAR Foundation reported a $500,000 dona-
tion of services by SolidLight to complete the de-
sign of the Outreach Center.  While approved by 
the Trustees, there were two dissenting votes. 

   

Shown at right is how we are doing against 2016 
planning.  Our efforts in Americanism (service to 
community) so far have been in news articles, youth 
awards, scholarships and special appearances.   Our 
PG Streamer activity has been in CAR support, 
medals awarded, attendance at state and national 
events, and increases in membership. We look to be 
ending the year about where we planned, although 
some of the execution differed from what we origi-
nally had planned, and even with several planned 
events (the information sessions did not occur).  We 
can expect a big boost in the PG Streamer at year’s 
end from membership counts.  If everyone gets 
there dues in before the end of the year, that will 
also help.   

H o w  A r e  w e  D o i n g ?  
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M D S S A R  H o l d s  S e m i - A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  

 MDSSAR held its Semi-Annual Meeting 22 
October in The Fish Whistle Restaurant, Chester-
town, Maryland.  Chapter attendees were Compatri-
ots Art Petruccelli and Jim Engler, Sr.  The follow-
ing items at the Morning business meeting may be 
of interest to our Compatriots:  
 The 2017 MDSSAR Annual Meeting will be 

held in Annapolis.  Details will follow. 
 NSSAR requests each State society to contribute 

$1,000 to the NSSAR youth programs. 
(Mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter,  this is 
a PG Tomme initiative to improve the endow-
ments of Youth Programs that often do not get 
donations.  The Endowments are used to award 
the National prizes of the many Youth Pro-
grams.) After much discussion, donations of all 
but $400 were made by several Compatriots in 
attendance, and the balance approved by the 
Board of Managers.   

 State Nominating Committee Chair Jim Engler 
asks anyone seeking to serve as a MDSSAR offi-
cer or on a committee to contact him.  

 Officer and Committee reports can be found on 
the State website.  If you do not have an account, 
please contact the State Webmaster, Chris 
Raborg (wemaster@mdssar.org) to get your ac-
count established. 

 

First stop on the Tour: Ringgold-Pearce House.  Built 
in 1767 by  prominent Chestertown merchant Thomas 
Ringgold , it serves as the residence of the president 
of Washington College .  Attendees had the opportu-
nity to  see the restored Georgian architecture inte-

rior. 

Second stop on the Tour: Custom House. A three story 
brick house  with the Flemish Bond brick pattern in 

its walls, it is believed to have been built by the Ring-
gold family in 1746. The first floor served as a ware-
house, living quarters on the second floor. The build-
ing was used as Chestertown's custom house when 

Chestertown was a Royal Port of Entry. Today it is 
owned by Washington College and used for their Cen-
ter for the Advancement of the American Experience.  

In the Custom House Collection that attendees viewed 
was this Honorary Doctorate from Washington College, 
awarded to its namesake.  Named for General Washing-
ton just months after the Battle of Yorktown, the College 
can claim to be the oldest  and first college established 
in the United States after Independence was secured.  
Washington’s own education  had been limited due to 
his father’s death when George was 12, and he appar-

ently  always felt a bit embarrassed by the fact.  Perhaps 
the diploma  pleased  our First President! 
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 Following the meeting, luncheon was served.  
Our speaker was Professor Adam Goodheart, director 
of the C.V. Starr Center for the Advancement of the 
American Experience at Washington College who 
discussed the colonial history of the college and the 
town of Chestertown and the role of the “Maryland 
400” soldiers at the Battle of Brooklyn.   Chester-
town, the attendees learned, was one of the biggest 
ports in Maryland prior to the Revolution.  After the 
War, trade started shifting to other ports, including 
New York, leaving Chestertown to remain relatively 
unchanged for the next two centuries.  
 After the Luncheon, attendees toured build-
ings belonging to Washington College which have 
colonial history (Colonel Benjamin Chambers House, 
Old Customs House, and the Patrick Henry House in 
Chestertown).   
 [Editors Note: photos of Chestertown in this 
article were taken by President Engler ]  

Third stop on the Tour: Patrick Henry   Fellows House.   
While Patrick Henry never lived here (but did visit Ches-
tertown in 1774), the house was donated  to Washing-
ton College by the Barksdale-Dabney—Patrick Henry 

Fund, who set up and maintain the house  as a home for 
the Patrick Henry Visiting Professor 

B r a n d i n g :  D e s i g n i n g  a  C h a p t e r  L o g o  

 While there are efforts at the National SAR 
level to create a consistent brand, there is also a need 
to have something instantly identifiable locally.  The 
national effort is to get all state societies and chapters 
clearly identified as SAR.  When any one says DAR, 
they know exactly what that is — they have an image 
in their minds as to what DAR stands for and does.  
Ask the same question of  what SAR means, and most 
people couldn’t tell you.  We hope that though our 
efforts with grave markings, awards, and contests, to 
get our name out there so the community will have a 
better idea of what SAR means. 
 Part of this is to build a bond with the local 

community.  If they see SAR as a part of the county, 
they will identify more with it.  For that reason, we’re 
asking you to get your creative juices flowing and 
come up with a design.  Three have already been re-
ceived (see below); we’d like to see more. 
 For that reason, we’re holding a little contest.  
Come up with one or more designs.  Send them as 
svg, jpg, or bmp format.  Deadline for this contest is  
15 February 2017 .  The  Executive Board will make 
a choice and announce it at the Spring Meeting.    The 
Winner will be given credit and an article in an up-
coming issue of this newsletter. 
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C h a p t e r  M a r k s  P a t r i o t  J o h n  Y i n g l i n g  
G r a v e  

 On a clear, bright afternoon of Sunday, 9 
October the Chapter marked the grave of Patriot 
John Yingling at St. Mary’s Lutheran Church 
Cemetery in Silver Run.  Honoring Compatriot 
Jacob Yingling’s ancestor, four chapter members 
plus additional guests attended the event.  Schedul-
ing the even at the same time as a Raven’s football 
game is known to have reduced the number of atten-
dees. 
 The ceremony was held in the old part of the 
cemetery.  Many years ago the section had fallen 
into disrepair.  In performing the restoration, the 
church took the old stones and placed them edge to 
edge, with two rows placed back to back.  While 
John Yingling no doubt is buried in this section of 
the cemetery, the exact location is unknown.  The 
ceremony therefore took place on the site of his 
tombstone. 
 The event started with the Maryland State 
Color Guard presenting the colors of the United 
States and Maryland.   
 President Engler conducted the service.  
Compatriot Jacob “Jake” Yingling spoke about his 
Patriot ancestor and the importance of honoring 
those who served the Revolutionary cause.  Follow-
ing the unveiling of the brass SAR Marker President 
Engler presented the chapter wreath.   
 The Maryland Color Guard provided a mus-
ket volley in salute to John Yingling. The event 
concluded with a benediction and the SAR Reces-
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John Yingling Descendants Jacob Yingling and David  
E. Yingling, Jr. Flank the tombstone of John Yingling, 

while President Engler looks on 
Maryland SAR Color Guard provides a Musket Sa-

lute 

Jacob 
Yingling 

Speaks on 
his Ances-

tor, with St. 
Mary’s 

Church in 
the Back-

ground 

The John  
Yingling Me-
morial site 
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 T h e  L i f e  o f  J o h n  
Y i n g l i n g  

John Yingling, Sr. was born about 1750 in Piney 
Run Hundred,  Frederick County (now in the north-
west corner of Carroll County), Maryland.  He died 
in the same place on 11 April 1836.  He was the sec-
ond son of John Yingling (1719-1774) and was the 
seventh of 14 children.  In 1777 he married Cath-
erine [—?—], who died about six months after the 
birth of their son Christian (born 17 August 1799).  
John Yingling was an Associator in 1775 in Freder-
ick County, Maryland.   
 
The children of John and Catherine were: 
i.  Louisa, b. c. 1778, d. 20 Jul 1864.  Married 

John Bankert 

ii. Mary M., b. c. 1780.  Married Michael 
Crouse 

iii. Anna Mary, b. c. 1781, d. 6 Nov 1861.  Mar-
ried Paul Reinecker 

iv. Sarah, b. c. 1782.  Married Daniel Myers. 
v. Elizabeth, b. 1783.  Married Peter Rothbaust. 
vi. John, III, b. 4 July 1785, d. 15 Jan 1880.  

Married Nellie Eck. 
vii. Jacob, b. 13 Feb 1790, d. 4 May 1861.  Mar-

ried Barbara Fromberger 
viii. Adam, b. 8 Sep 1793, d. 9 Mar 1863. Mar-

ried Margreta Rebecca Stonsifer 
ix. Christian, b. 17 Aug 1799, d. 26 Jan 1884.  

Married Catherine Steffy. 
 

At right, Attendees at 
the John Yingling 

Grave Marking (Left 
to right):  David E. 
Yingling, Jr. (John 

Yingling Descendant), 
SAR Compatriots from 

the Westminster 
Chapter Don Warner, 

Marvin Devilbiss, 
Jacob Yingling, and 

Jim Engler, Maryland 
SAR Color  Guard 

members Jim Battles 
and Dave Embrey.  Not 

pictured: DAR mem-
ber Frances Williams. 
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At left, Opening of the 
ceremony.  Shown left to 
right: President Engler, 
Frances Williams, Jake 
Yingling, Marvin Devil-

biss, ???? 
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JANUARY 
 No chapter activity 
 (7 January) State Board of Managers meeting 

JULY 
 No chapter activity;  
 (6-13 July) National Congress, Knoxville, TN 

FEBRUARY 
 (1 February, 16 February backup) Chapter Ora-

tions Contest 
 (18 February) MDSSAR  George Washington 

Birthday Luncheon 

AUGUST 
 (3 August) Chapter summer Meeting  
 (11-13 August) Atlantic Middle States District 

Meeting, Gettysburg, PA 

MARCH 
 (18 March) Chapter Spring Meeting 

SEPTEMBER 
 (17-23 September) Constitution Week Program 

APRIL 
 (29 April) MDSSAR Annual Meeting 
 (by 1 May) Poster Contest  
 Public Safety Awards 
 (about 20 April) ROTC Award  

OCTOBER 
 (Early October) Patriot Grave Marking #2: TBD 
 (mid-October): MDSSAR Semi-Annual Meeting 
 (late  October) Chapter  Fall Meeting  

MAY 
 (15 May) Deadlines for Chapter Brochure and 

Poster Contests  
 (20 May) Patriot Grave Marking #1:  Michael 

Waggoner, Winter’s Church Cemetery, New Win-
dsor 

 (30 May) City of Westminster Memorial Day Pa-
rade (contact: Bill Hiatt)  

NOVEMBER 
 (early November) Information Session #2 (contact: 

Jim Engler);  
 (mid November) Tentative Veterans Day Program 

with American Legion or Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (contact: TBD) 

 Flag Certificate Award 

JUNE 
 (late May-early June) Chapter High School Out-

standing Citizenship Awards;  
 (early June) State Board of Managers Meeting;  
 (early June) Chapter Information Session #1 

(contact: Jim Engler);   
 (early June) JROTC Award (contacts: Charlie 

Hedges);  
 (late June/early July) CAR/DAR/SAR Joint Meet-

ing /Picnic (contact: Jim Engler) 

DECEMBER 
 (mid-December): Patriots Ball 
 (31 December) Chapter Knight Essay Contest, and 

Eagle Scout Essay Contest Deadlines (contact: 
TBD) 

C h a p t e r  h o l d s  F a l l  B u s i n e s s  M e e t i n g  

 The Chapter held its Fall Business Meeting 
in the Large Meeting Room of the Westminster 
Public Library on 2 November at 7 PM.  Attendees 
were President James F. Engler, Sr., Immediate Past 
President Dr. Cecil Massie, Sr., Chapter Treasurer 
Leonard P. Easton, Board Of Managers Compatriot 
Charles Hedges, Compatriots C. Don Warner, and 
three new Compatriots who were inducted in the 
course of the meeting prior to elections: Christopher 
M. Engler, Philip J. Engler, and Stephen A. Engler.   
 Reports were made by officers and commit-

tee chairs present.  Details of those committees will 
be found separately under the Committee Status. 
 Elections were held, the results reported on 
page 1 of this newsletter.  
 The remainder of the evening meeting con-
sisted of developing the 2017 Chapter Calendar, 
which is presented below (events above chapter in 
italics).  Compatriots are urged not only to attend, 
but also to get involved with the planning and exe-
cution of these events   
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R e c e n t  I n d u c t e e s  

 This has been a banner year in terms of new 
memberships, most of which have been approved by 
NSSAR Headquarters in the last half of the calendar 
year.  The table below summarizes the new members 
we have, both Junior (under age 18) and Regular 
memberships.  A majority of the new members come 
through family group applications. 
 We like to give our new members their mem-
bership certificates at a chapter event rather than 

mailing them.  In receiving the certificate, our chapter 
likes to formally induct the new members and provide 
them with both certificate and their rosette.   
 Some new members have been inducted in 
recent months, as you can see in the pictures below.  
If you are the list below and haven’t been inducted 
yet, please make every effort to come to our Spring 
Meeting, where we’ll be very glad to make the formal 
induction!   

Name Patriot Registered Membership Type 
Bracy, Alexander Charles Varnes, Valentine Werntz 7/5/2016 J 
Bracy, Christopher John Varnes, Valentine Werntz 7/5/2016 J 

Bracy, Philip Arthur Varnes, Valentine Werntz 7/5/2016 J 
Engler, Jr., James Frank Ogle, Joseph 7/22/2016 R 

Engler, Christopher Matthew Ogle, Joseph 7/22/2016 R 
Engler, Philip James Ogle, Joseph 7/22/2016 R 

Engler, Stephen Alexander Ogle, Joseph 7/22/2016 R 
Engler, Richard Albert Ogle, Joseph 7/22/2016 R 
Engler, Luke Walter Ogle, Joseph 7/22/2016 J 

Petruccelli, Cameron Arrthur  Eells, Robert Lenthal  9/9/2016 J 
Pfeiffer, Von Christian  Witt, Jacob  9/23/2016 R 

    

J=Junior Membership; R=Regular Membership   

Irwin Family Inducted at Constitution Week  Event.  Left to 
Right: Bob Irwin,  Joshua Irwin, Ryan Irwin, State President 
William Smithson  (who led the induction ceremony), and 
Chapter President James F. Engler, Sr.  The Irwins joined 
the chapter late in 2015 ;  due to scheduling conflicts , 

this Event was the first they were able to attend. 
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Members of the Engler Family Inducted at Chapter Fall 
Meeting.  Left to Right: Chapter President James F. Engler, 

Sr. (who led the induction ceremony) and sons  Philip J. 
Engler, Christopher M. Engler, and Stephen A. Engler.  

Other members of the Engler family will be inducted at a 
another event. 
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C o m m i t t e e  S t a t u s  

If you’d like to help out on a committee or step 
forward to chair one, please contact President Jim 
Engler. 
 
Americanism  (James Engler) 
If anyone donates to National SAR funds this year, 
please let me know.  The chapter can take credit 
for your donations in the Americanism Score 
sheet.  See article in this newsletter on our Score 
sheet  progress. 
 
Awards & Medals (Charles Hedges) 
Our current Chairman is looking for someone to 
join the committee to eventually take over for him.  
He maintains a set of records on who has received 
what awards and has a method worked out for 
printing certificates. New Compatriot Stephen 
Engler has indicated he will help out on the Com-
mittee. 
 
Brochure Contest (VACANT) 
Chairman Art Petruccelli has stepped down; we 
are looking for a new chairman.   
 
Bylaws (James Engler) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Eagle Scout Award (VACANT) 
Chairman Art Petruccelli has stepped down; we 
are looking for a new chairman.   
 
Flag Award (VACANT) 
We still need a new chairman.  We are investigat-
ing several possible Certificate recipients and hope 
to have one awarded by the end of the year.  If you 
see a person or company properly displaying the 
American Flag, let President Engler know and 
we’ll arrange a suitable awards ceremony. 
 
Fundraising (VACANT) 
Compatriot Philip Engler will be looking into an 
Orioles or Keys baseball game as a potential fund-
raising event. 
 
George Washington Portraits (Steve Gemeny) 
We have received permission from Carroll County 

Public School’s Supervisor to contact the schools 
on this program. 
 
Graves (James Engler) 
The second Patriot grave marking ceremony was 
completed; see article in this newsletter.  Planning 
for the first Patriot Grave Marking of 2017 has 
started.  Please save the date for  Saturday, 20 
May.  We’ll be honoring Michael Waggoner, bur-
ied in Winter’s Cemetery, New Windsor, an an-
cestor of Compatriot C. Don Warner.  
 
JROTC/ROTC (Charles Hedges) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Knight Essay (VACANT) 
Chairman Art Petruccelli has stepped down; we 
are looking for a new chairman.   
 
Memorial Day Parade (Bill Hiatt) 
No activity at this time.  Chairman Hiatt would 
like a Compatriot to come forward and join his 
committee and eventually succeed him, 
 
Nominations Committee (Bylaws) 
Nominations reports were sent out ahead of the 
Fall Meeting.  See article on Page 1 of this news-
letter for results. 
 
Operation REACH  (VACANT) 
Chairman Art Petruccelli has stepped down; we 
are looking for a new chairman.   
 
Outstanding Citizenship (Charles Hedges) 
No activity at this time 
 
Patriotic Organizations Outreach (VACANT) 
VP Gemeny serves as our DAR liaison.  Volun-
teers are still needed for organizations such as 
American Legion and VFW.  Duties involve con-
tacting these organizations by phone or e-mail and 
identifying activities in which our chapter and 
their organizations can cooperate. 
 
Planning (James Engler) 
Planning was done during the Chapter’s Fall Busi-
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ness Meeting.  See article in this newsletter on the 
results. 
 
Poster Contest (Art Petruccelli) 
Chairman Art Petruccelli has stepped down; we are 
looking for a new chairman.   
 
Rumbaugh Oration (James Engler) 
We’ve scheduled our contest for 1 February 2017 
with a backup date for inclement weather on 16 Feb-
ruary.  Notices have gone out to the schools.  Please 
encourage family, friends and neighbors with chil-
dren in High school to consider preparing a 5-6 min-

ute speech now.  Contact Jim Engler for more de-
tails. 
 
Supporting CAR (VACANT) 
Chairman Art Petruccelli has stepped down; we are 
looking for a new chairman.   
 
 
Committee Chair Contact List 
James Engler  410-782-6622 
Charles Hedges 410-848-8491 
Bill Hiatt  410-876-8023 
Steve Gemeny  240-464-2280 

L e a d e r s h i p :   W i l l  Y o u  H e l p  O u r  C h a p t e r ?  

 The departure of Compatriot Art Petruccelli 
and the desire of many of our long-standing chairman 
to transition their duties (see “Committee Status”) to 
others highlights the need for our Compatriots to vol-
unteer for the many committees and programs we 
have.  We have had a great deal of success in the past 
decade, and it is largely due to a dedicated handful of 
Compatriots.  In checking over the list of Committee 
Chairman, the same half dozen names come up re-
peatedly.  That is cause for concern: we don’t want to 
burn out these Compatriots, and when one of them 
can no longer serve, it  has a big impact on what we 
can do. 
 Our mission is to promote the ideals of the 
American Revolution and knowledge of its events 
and people to the community of Carroll County.  
With some three dozen members, we should have 
enough Compatriots to not only serve as chairs, but to 
sit on committees, so that we are not composed of 

Committees of One.  On a related note, several of our 
Officer positions also need Assistants, who could 
serve as a back up to the primary officer and to even-
tually succeed that officer. 
 Currently, we are down by several officers:  
Vice President,  Chaplain, Historian, Genealogist, and 
Chancellor.  Most important to be filled is the Vice 
President’s slot, as this person would be the likely 
next President after Compatriot James F. Engler, Sr.  
Our By laws set term limits to help keep getting new 
blood and new ideas in the chapter.  We need a Com-
patriot willing to learn the ropes, now. 
 We still need your help to keep this chapter 
active and growing.  Become active in our chapter 
through taking on these positions.  As has been said 
in other newsletters, these positions take up very little 
of your time, but pay big dividends to our chapter’s 
operations.  Contact President Jim Engler to tell him 
how you can help.   

A r t  P e t r u c c e l l i  S t e p p i n g  D o w n  

 Compatriot Arthur 
G. Petruccelli is stepping 
down from his positions in 
the Chapter and at the 
State Level.  His company 
has assigned him to an 
overseas post for the next 
two years.  While he is not 
leaving the Chapter and 
will be back frequently, he 
will not have the availabil-
ity needed for his posi-

tions. 
 Art has been serving for the past year as our 
Chapter Secretary and for several years as Chairman 
of a number of youth-related programs: Brochure 
Contest, Eagle Scout Award, Knight Essay, Poster 
Contest, and CAR Liaison; he has also been serving  
as chair for Operation REACH.  The success we’ve 
had in the past year on many of these programs is 
largely due to his efforts. 
 We’d like to thank him for all of his service.  
He will be greatly missed and we look forward to his 
return.   



6164 Washita Road 
Eldersburg, MD 21784-6643 

Phone: 555-555-5555 
Fax: 555-555-5555 

Chartered on 9 March 1985, the Westminster Chap-
ter, SAR proudly serves Carroll County, Maryland.   
In keeping with the mission of SAR, our chapter 

seeks to maintain and extend the institutions of 
American freedom through an appreciation for true 
patriotism, a respect for our national symbols, the value 
of American citizenship, and for the unifying force that 
has created, from the people of many nations, one nation 
and one people.  
We do this by perpetuating in our local community, 

among all age groups, the stories of patriotism, courage, 
sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph of those who achieved 
the independence of the American people, in the belief 
that these stories are universal ones of man's eternal 
struggle against tyranny, relevant to all time, and will 
inspire and strengthen each succeeding generation as it  
too is called upon to defend our freedoms on the battle-
field and in our public institutions. 

W E S T M I N S T E R  
C H A P T E R ,  S O N S  O F  

T H E  A M E R I C A N  
R E V O L U T I O N  

Libertas et Patria 

OUR WEB ADDRESS: 
HTTP://WESTMINSTER.MDSSAR.ORG/

INDEX.HTML 

Date, Time and Place Subject 

1 November 2016 
7 PM 

Large Meeting Room, Westminster Public Library 

Fall Business Meeting 
Contact: J. F. Engler, Sr. 

17 December 2016 
6:PM 

Turf Valley Country Club 
Ellicott City, Maryland  

Patriots Ball 
Contact: Dave Hoover 

4 January 2017 
Maryland Club 

Baltimore, Maryland 

MDSSAR Board of Managers Meeting 
Contact: Gary Neal 

1 February 2017 (16 February backup for inclement weather) 
7 PM 

Large Meeting Room, Westminster Public Library 

Chapter Orations Program 
Contact: J. F. Engler, Sr. 

18 February 2017 
11:30 AM 

Eagle’s Nest Country Club 
Phoenix, MD  

MDSSAR George Washington Birthday Luncheon 
See MDSSAR Calendar for more details 

C a l e n d a r ,  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 6 — F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 7  

Items in italics are non-Chapter (other Chapters, State, District or National) SAR events, see the State site (accessible from our chapter’s “Links” page) for 
more information on these events. 


