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C h a p t e r  T o  H o l d  S u m m e r  M e e t i n g  

The Chapter will hold its Summer 
Business/Dinner Meeting at 6:30 P.M. 
on Thursday, 4 August 2016 at The 
Buttersburg Inn, Union Bridge, Mary-
land.  Our guest speaker will be SGT 
Radcliffe Darby, Jr., Westminster Po-
lice Department, who was awarded our 
Law Enforcement Medal this year.  
We also expect readings by some of 
our Youth Awards winners from their 
entries. 

Menu for the dinner will be Fried 
Chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy, veg-

etable of the day, coleslaw, ice tea; 
coffee and choice of desserts (French 
Silk Pie, Apple pie a la mode). 

Cost of the menu is $21 a person, 
covering the meal, tax and gratuity.  
Please make checks out to Westmin-
ster Chapter SAR and send to the 
chapter Treasurer, Leonard Easton, 
1355 Streaker Road Sykesville, Mary-
land 21784.  Please send in your reser-
vation by 18 July. 

See the flyer included with this 
newsletter.  

  
 
 
 
 

A Quarterly Newsletter of the Westminster Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution 
Proudly Serving Carroll County, Maryland, 

Chapter Established 9 March 1985 

 

Check out our website at: http://westminster.mdssar.org/ 

W e s t m i n s t e r  C h a p t e r  S A R  
p r e s e n t s  R O T C  A w a r d  

 Cadet Richmat Effendy was 
presented with the Westminster 
Chapter Sons of the American Revo-
lution (SAR) Reserve Officers Train-
ing Corps (R.O.T.C.) Silver Medal by 
chapter board member Charles Hedg-
es in ceremonies at the 
Green Terror Battalion Ar-
my R.O.T.C. President's 
Review on 20 April 2016 at 
McDaniel College, West-
minster, MD.  The SAR Sil-
ver R.O.T.C. Medal is 
awarded in recognition of 
outstanding leadership qual-
ities, military bearing and 
excellence, thus exemplify-
ing the high ideals and prin-
ciples which motivated and 

sustained our patriot ancestors. 
.Effendy, a McDaniel College fresh-
man studying Physics is from Oahu, 
Hawaii.   Pictured, Charles Hedges 
with Cadet Richmat Effendy. . 
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Compatriots! 
 
 Summer is in full 
force and a very active spring 
comes to an end.  This issue 
celebrates what we accom-
plished in the last few 
months, while it looks for-
ward to a number of events 
over the next few months at 
the chapter, state, district, and 
national levels. 
 These articles demon-
strate that we are striving to 

increase our activity and recognition in the commu-
nity and SAR as a whole.  As you read this issue’s 
articles, I urge you to ask yourselves what you can 
do to help our chapter continue to grow.  So  many 
of our committees need a commitment of only a 
few hours each year, and that often accomplished 
from home or a short drive away. 
 I especially want to thank all those Compat-
riots who have helped and shown up at our events 
so far this year.  I hope to see many more of you at 
upcoming events and to thank you then for being an 
active part of our chapter. 

Pro Patria, 
Jim Engler 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

James F. Engler, Sr. 

H i g h  S c h o o l  S e n i o r s  H o n o r e d  

 Outstanding Citi-
zenship Awards (pin, pic-
tured to the right, and cer-
tificate) are made to mem-
bers of the Senior class at 
each county high school 
(Compatriots who volun-
teered to present are shown 
in parentheses): 
 
 Carroll Christian School, 3 June (Art Petruccel-

li): Joshua Reisberg 
 Century HS, 9 June (Jim Engler): Michael 

Brandes Stein 
 Francis Scott Key HS, 8 June (James Ogle): 

Joshua Fonseca 
 Liberty HS, 8 June (Art Petruccelli): Andrew 

Murphy 
 Manchester Valley HS, 8 June (Bill Hiatt): Luca 

Artista 
 North Carroll HS, 6 June (Tim Headley): Angela 

Tolemi 
 South Carroll HS, 8 June (N/A): Grant H. Bitner 

 Westminster HS, 8 June (Bill  Hiatt): Blake Da-
vid Ruby 

 Winters Mill HS, 6 June (Bill Hiatt): Allison 
Rose Mitrovich 

 
 The chapter was notified on 26 May that 
Grant Bittner, the South Carroll recipient, was enlist-
ing in the Marines and would be leaving for boot 
camp several days later.  As a result, he would not 
able to attend his graduation at the school and re-
ceive his award.  Instead, he was receiving his diplo-
ma during a ceremony at the Career Technology 
Center in Westminster for the Career Tech Gradu-
ates, where he was also a student.  Compatriot Char-
lie Hedges was able to deliver the award at the Ca-
reer Technology Center, although on such short no-
tice  no SAR Compatriot was available to make the 
presentation.  The school administrators were very 
appreciative and were honored to be able to present 
the award on our behalf. 
 Congratulations to all our high school recipi-
ents!  Special thanks to our Compatriots who volun-
teered to present these awards.  

 We’ve recently received a large influx of 
new members!  Please come on Saturday, 24 Sep-
tember 2016 fat 4 PM to the Large Meeting Room 
in the Eldersburg Library for a combination special 

program honoring  the U.S. Constitution and  
swearing in our new Compatriots.  Updates will be 
sent to all in the Chapter when details are finalized.
 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  W e e k  I n d u c t i o n  P l a n n e d  
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 The Maryland Society will hold its annual 
Patriots Ball on Saturday, 17 December 2016 at the 
Turf Valley Country Club in Ellicott City, Maryland.  
Tickets are $75 per person for this worthwhile and 
enjoyable event. 
 Planning by State Patriots Ball Chairman 
Dave Hoover and his committee are on going and we 
can all expect more details in the upcoming months.  

Invitations for the most part will be sent via e-mail.    
We do expect to include a copy of the invitation in 
our next newsletter with further details.  Sponsor-
ships are also available for those who may want to 
participate but not be able to attend. 
 Seeing how close the event is to Carroll 
County, all Compatriots are urged to attend.  

S a v e  t h e  D a t e  o f  t h e  P a t r i o t s  B a l l  

C o m p a t r i o t s  M a r c h e d  o n  M e m o r i a l  D a y  
 Our Compatriots continued a chapter tradition 
on Memorial Day in Westminster as they participated 
in the oldest continuously running Memorial Day cel-
ebration in the country.   Since 1998 the Westminster 
Chapter’s Compatriots have come out and joined in 
this annual event, including usually two classic cars in 
which some of our Compatriots have travelled in 
style. 
 We gathered on Monroe Avenue before the 
parade officially began at 10 AM.  The parade headed 
down Pennsylvania Avenue towards Main Street and 

downtown Westminster.  The parade continued up 
Main Street before turning toward Westminster Cem-
etery.  There the chapter placed its wreath to be part 
of the official Memorial Day Observations.  
 Special thanks to Bill Hiatt, who organized 
our participation.  Thanks to Lou Abel, who supplied 
the classic cars,  Thanks also are due to Art Petruccel-
li, who donated the wreath on our chapter’s behalf, as 
well as a new SAR sign. 
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Left to Right: Compatriots Marvin Devilbiss, Lou Abel, Tim Headley, Charlie Hedges, Jim Engler, Don Warner, Art Petruc-
celli, Bill Hiatt, and Cecil Massie. 
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C C P S  R e c o g n i z e s  W e s t m i n s t e r  C h a p t e r  S A R   

 The Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) 
System held its second annual Business Partnership 
Awards Reception at the Best Western Conference 
Center, Westminster, MD on the evening of 27 
April 2016. The CCPS has a Program in which 
Businesses and Non-Profit Organizations team with 
either a specific school or the entire school system, 
providing CCPS with assistance with its students in 
various social and educational areas.  Since 2014, 
Westminster Chapter SAR has had a formal agree-
ment in place, in the hopes that SAR’s youth pro-
grams might get wider dissemination through the 
school systems, in the hopes of securing additional 
competitors for these programs.   
 This year, CCPS presented an inscribed 
award (shown right) for each of the business part-
ners.  Westminster SAR was one of three organiza-
tions providing system-wide support. 
 Chapter President Jim Engler attended the 
event and spoke to a number of educators attending 
on what SAR had to offer.  He observed heads nod-
ding in the audience during his comments on how 
important it was to help our youth know our past so 
that they can successfully lead our nation in the fu-

ture.  Between these conversations and his remarks, 
President Engler hopes that we may get more re-
sponses for the 2017 competitions.. 

 Not only do our Youth Programs Continue 
to be active, they continue to collect awards at the 
state level, too.  Two of these, for the Poster and 
Brochure Contests, were recently announced by the 
State Educational Committee. 
 Ashley A. Vajo of Sykesville, Maryland 

through her membership in the Girl Scouts of 
America, submitted the winning brochure, 
highlighting the Bill of Rights.  Not only was it 
the single submission the chapter received, it 
was also the single one received at the state 
level. The brochure was declared the winning 
entry by the Maryland Society and the original 
was forwarded to the National Chairman, Tom 
Adams, to compete in the National judging.  

 Mason Shirey a fourth grade student and cub 
scout from Ellicott City., was the Chapter’s 
winner for the Americanism Poster Contest and 
came in second at the state level. 

 Emily Vajo of Sykesville, Maryland, was the 
chapter’s Knight Essay winner earlier this year, 
and came in first place at the state level.  Her 
essay, “The Contribution of Women to the 
American Revolution”, will represent Mary-
land in the National judging. 

 National winners will be announced at the 
2016 SAR Congress in Boston. 

 Congratulations to all our winners.  Special 
thanks to all Compatriots who helped, especially to 
our Chapter’s  Chair for the Essay, Brochure and 
Poster Contests, Art Petruccelli.   

 Remember, it’s not too early to start  talk-
ing up these contests with your family friends, 
neighbors and acquaintances.  The deadline for the  
Knight Essay is 31 December 2016.  The Brochure 
and Poster contests have their next deadline on 5 
May 2017. 

C h a p t e r  Y o u t h  W i n n e r s  a t  S t a t e  L e v e l  
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C h a p t e r  P r e s e n t s  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  
C o m m e n d a t i o n   

 Sergeant Radcliffe Darby, Jr. of the West-
minster Police Department was presented the Sons 
of the American Revolution (SAR) Law Enforce-
ment Commendation Award and Medal by West-
minster Chapter SAR President James F. Engler, 
Sr. at the Westminster Police Department Awards 
Ceremony held at the Carroll County Arts Center 
on 3 May 2016.  
 The SAR Law Enforce-
ment Commendation Medal is 
presented to those who have 
served with distinction and devo-
tion in the field of law enforce-
ment. The medal is intended to 
recognize exceptional service or 
accomplishment in the field of law 
enforcement. The obverse of the 
medal depicts a police badge de-
sign surmounted by a gold eagle 
with the SAR Badge below. The 
medal is accompanied by an 
enameled bar, suitable for wear on 
uniform, and a certificate..   
 Sgt. Darby was recognized for his demon-
strated skill, professionalism and dedication to his 
department, the City of Westminster, and to Carroll 
County, Maryland, as well as his exemplary service 
and impressive work record while serving as a beat 
office in patrol duties. 
 Sgt. Darby began his law enforcement ca-
reer with the Galveston County Sheriff’s Office in 
Texas in 1991 patrolling Galveston Bay and the 
inter-coastal waterways of the County.  Later that 
year he joined the Hitchcock Police Department 
and served as a patrol officer throughout the City of 
Hitchcock, Texas.  In 1995 Sgt. Darby began his 
career in Maryland at the Maryland Department of 
Public Safety and Correctional Services (MDPSCS) 
Pretrial Division where he served as a correctional 
officer, assigned to the tactical team and the Central 
Segregation Unit.  In 1997 Sgt. Darby was trans-
ferred to the MDPSCS Internal Investigation Unit 
where he was certified as a law enforcement officer 
and conducted criminal and administrative investi-
gations.  In July 1999 Sgt. Darby joined the West-

minster Police Department, assigned to the Field 
Services Bureau as a patrol officer.  During his ten-
ure he has served in both the Field Services and 
Criminal Investigation Bureaus, providing training 
to numerous officers.  In recognition of his con-
sistent hard work and dedication, he was promoted 
to the rank of Sergeant in March of 2014.  During 
2015 Sgt. Darby was assigned to serve as the Act-
ing Lieutenant for his workgroup for an 11-week 
period during the extended absence of his Lieuten-
ant for a training assignment.  He performed these 
additional responsibilities very effectively and with 
minimal oversight.   Sgt. Darby was also awarded 
the Department’s “Officer of the Year” Award at 
the same event. 

Left to Right: Tony Chiavacci, Public Safety Chair; Chief 
Jeff Spaulding; Sgt. Darby; President James Engler ; 

and Kevin Utz, Westminster Mayor 
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Left to Right: Westminster Chapter SAR President 
James Engler, Jacob Yingling, Westminster Chapter 
SAR Board of Managers; Sgt. Radcliffe Darby; and 

Chief Jeff Spaulding, Westminster Police Department. 
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C h a p t e r  M a r k s  P a t r i o t  J o h n  W e l t y  G r a v e  
 It was a sunny afternoon on Saturday, 23 
April when the Chapter marked the grave of Patriot 
John Welty at the old St. Joseph Roman Catholic 
Church in Emmitsburg, Frederick County, Mary-
land.  Proposed and planned by our Chapter’s Reg-
istrar, Ryan Trainor, this was a joint grave marking 
executed between ours and the SGT Lawrence 
Everhart Chapter SAR, as well as the Frederick and 
Carrollton Manor DAR Chapters.  Over two dozen 
attended the event, including members of the SAR, 
DAR, and descendants of John Welty. 

 The event started with the Maryland State 
Color Guard presenting the colors of the United 
States, Maryland and the SAR.   
 Compatriot Ryan 
Trainor served as the em-
cee for the event.  He 
asked our chapter Presi-
dent Jim Engler to give a 
few words of welcome 
and introduction.  Com-
patriot Charles L. 
“Larry” Bishop 
(Chaplain, SGT Law-
rence Everhart Chapter) 
gave the invocation.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Elizabeth Deering 
(Regent, Carrollton Chapter DAR)  and the Ameri-
can’s Creed by Joanne Baum (Regent, Frederick 
Chapter DAR).  Compatriot Don Deering (SGT 
Lawrence Everhart SAR) led the attendees in the 
Pledge to the SAR.   
 One of Patriot John Welty’s descendants, 
Landon Edwards, presented a biography of the Pa-

triot. (See side bar, “The Life of John Welty” for 
details).  The SAR Marker was unveiled by Chapter 
Presidents Jim Engler (Westminster SAR) and Don 
Deering (SGT Lawrence Everhart Chapter SAR).  
Wreaths were presented by Jim Engler for MDS-
SAR, Don Deering for SGT Lawrence Everhart 
SAR, Joanne Baum for Frederick Chapter DAR, 
and Elizabeth Deering for Carrollton Manor Chap-
ter DAR. 

 Ryan Trainor introduced descendants of 
John Welty present at the ceremony, including his 
father  Pat, past VP of our chapter. 
 The ritual for the Marker dedication was 
performed by Jim Engler, Joanne Baum, Elizabeth 
Deering, and the Chaplains of the SGT Lawrence 
Everhart Chapter SAR (Larry Bishop) and the Fred-
erick Chapter DAR (Lisa Severino). 

 The Maryland Color Guard provided a mus-
ket volley in salute to John Welty The event con-
cluded with Jim Engler leading all in the SAR Re-
cessional, and closing remarks from Ryan Trainor. 
 



 T h e  L i f e  o f  J o h n  
W e l t y  

Born in Eppingen, Germany 4 September 1722, John 
Welty was the son of Andrew and Anna Maria 
Welde [Welty]. He died 16 January 1817 and was 
buried at St. Joseph’s Church in Emmitsburg.  
 He arrived in 1751 at Philadelphia aboard the 
Neptune and settled in Lancaster County, Pennsylva-
nia. In 1763, John settled in Piney Creek Hundred, 
outside of Taneytown, Maryland (then part of Fred-
erick County). At the time, the Welty Family be-
longed to a community of Catholics served by trav-
elling  Jesuit priests from Conewago Chapel (Adams 
County, Pennsylvania).  By 1774, John had acquired 
340 acres spanning present-day Francis Scott Key 
Highway (MD-194), connecting Taneytown and Lit-
tlestown, Pennsylvania. He purchased his land from 
prominent Protestant land speculators such as 
Charles Carroll (the Barrister) and Samuel Owings 
Jr. (founder of Owings Mills, Maryland). Portions of 
this land remained in family hands for over 100 
years, until it was sold by order of the Carroll Coun-
ty Orphans Court in 1864. 
 During the Revolution, John was elected a 1st 
Lieutenant in Captain Robert Beatty’s Company, 3rd 
Battalion, Frederick County militia (recorded in a 

muster roll of militia officers presented to the Fred-
erick County Observation Committee, 1776). The 
muster roll indicates that John Welty served from 13 
September 1775 through 24 October 1776. The Bat-
talion was commanded by Colonel Jacob Good and 
the entire Frederick County militia by Brigadier 
General Thomas Johnson Jr. (future first Governor 
of the State of Maryland)  Since most of John’s chil-
dren were born during the war, he probably re-
mained in the province during the war; local duties 
entailed guarding supply routes, government build-
ings, and prisoners of war. 
  John Welty married Barbara Septer, possibly 
in Lancaster County.  She was born in 1746 and died 
in 1816. She is buried alongside her husband John 
and  near her children and other descendants..  John 
and Barbara had had at least six children:  

 John Welty Junior (1762 – 1816);  
 Casper Welty (1767 – 1856);  
 Susannah Welty Hornacker (1771 – 1855);  
 Bernard Welty (1773 – 1856);  
 Abraham Welty (1774 – 1873);  
 Frederick Welty (1779 – 1877). 

 

SAR Attendees at the Welty  Grave Marking (Left to right): George Lewis, Dave Embrey, Marvin Devilbiss, Don Warner, 
Tim Headley, Leonard Easton, Dave Hoover, Art Petruccelli, Jim Engler, Don Deering, Ryan Trainor, Pat Trainor, Larry 

Bishop, Pat Barron, Ron Harbaugh, Gene Moyer, and Jim Battles.  They represented the following chapters: SGT Law-
rence Everhart, GEN William Smallwood,  COL Aquila Hall, Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and Westminster. 

P a g e  7  V o l u m e  6 ,  I s s u e  2  
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 In the tradition of Past President Massie’s 
Annual Barbeques at his home, the Chapter held a 
picnic at the Union Bridge Community Center on 
Saturday, 25 June 2016.  Originally planned to be 
held at the home of Compatriot Jim Ogle, further 
consideration identified the community center as 
being a better choice for the event.  The Chapter 
hopes to make this an annual occurrence. 
 One could not have asked for a better day for 
a picnic: sunny, temperatures in the 80s with low 
humidity. Had the weather been less cooperative, the 
Community Center would have stood us in good 
stead, as it comes equipped with a large, air condi-
tioned community room with plenty of tables and 
chairs. 
 Some 25 adults and three children attended.  
Included in attendance were: MDSSAR Second 
Vice President James Adkins and his wife; past Wil-
liam Winchester Regent Anne Andrews and her hus-
band; MDCAR Senior President Sally Majewski; 
and Pat Caless, the Regent of the Commodore Josh-
ua Barney - John Eager Howard Chapter DAR   
Chapter attendees included Jim and Joanne Engler, 
and family, Art and Cathy Petruccelli, and family; 
Steve and Ardon Gemeny; Marvin and Barbara Dev-
ilbiss; Jim and Emily Ogle.  Among the Englers at-
tending were sons Christopher, Philip, and Stephen, 
all of whom were waiting for their applications to be 
approved at SAR Headquarters.   
 Christopher Engler volunteered to cook the 

hamburgers and hot dogs for the event.  Besides the 
burgers and dogs, everyone brought side dishes and 
desserts to share.   Special thanks also to Jim Ogle, 
who arranged for the location and donated its rental. 
 The chapter also had a corn hole set and a 
horseshoes set available.  A number of attendees 
took advantage of both of these.  A good time was 
had by all, sitting outside under the shade tree, chat-
ting for hours. 
 So if you missed this year’s picnic, there’s 
always next year! 
 

C h a p t e r  P i c n i c  a  S u c c e s s  
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All photos this article © 2016,  J.F. Engler, Sr. 
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The Maryland SAR held its Annual Meeting on 
Saturday, 16 April 2016 at the American Legion 
Post #47 (Joseph L. Davis Post), 501 St John Street, 
Havre de Grace, MD 21078.  This event, held every 
April around the date of the Battles of Lexington 
and Concord, serves as the installation of the new 
state officers.  State First Vice President Bill Smith-
son was installed as the new President. 

The Board of Managers held its meeting in the 
morning.  Key items that may be of interest to our 
Compatriots include: 
 After a spirited election, Compatriot C. Louis 

Raborg (COL Aquila Hall Chapter) was chosen 
for the 2017-2018 Middle Atlantic District VPG 
(the choice of VPG rotates each year,; this year 
is Maryland’s responsibility).  He will be ap-
proved at the AMS in August and will be in-
stalled at the National Congress in July 2017. 

 Discussion on the Brooklyn Bus Trip and Patri-
ots Ball.  Both are highlighted in articles in this 
newsletter. 

 A new procedure was announced to  permit 
proper due diligence by the MA+D400 Fund’s 
Board.  All requests are to be in writing and 

submitted to the Board, which will consider and 
make recommendations on grant awards for fi-
nal approval by the Maryland SAR Board of 
Managers. 

 Most Committee and Officer reports are filed 
on-line.  Log into the state website and look in 
the archive for any specific reports you may be 
interested in reviewing. 

 
Following the Board meeting the attendees 

crossed the street to the statue of Lafayette, next to 
the American Legion Post, for a wreath laying.  
The home of American Legion post was once a co-
lonial tavern, near the ferry that allowed crossing to 
the north.  On this site troops camped on their way 
south to Yorktown.  Compatriot Jim Engler laid the 
wreath as one of his last official acts as State Presi-
dent. 

Luncheon consisted of pit beef/pit ham/pit tur-
key; macaroni salad, cole slaw, and baked beans, 
plus some fantastic local pies.  The afternoon pro-
gram included the two chapter entrants in the state 
level Rumbaugh Orations competition. 

  

S t a t e  S o c i e t y  h o l d s  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  

SAR Attendees at the Annual Meeting (Left to right): Incoming MDSSAR 3VP  Tim Mallory, PASSAR President Joe 
McMullen, VPG George Jones, State President Jim Engler, and far left incoming State President Bill Smithson.  

Also pictured is Maryland State Regent DAR Carol Larkin. 
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R e m i n d e r s  

.Electronic Edition. Paper copies of The Westminster 
Associator go out to members for whom we have no e-
mail address; electronic copies (viewable using the 
freely downloaded Adobe Acrobat Reader™) are sent 
to the rest of our chapter members. If you have a new 
or changed e-mail address, please let President Engler 
know (contact information on the back), as sending 
electronically will save our chapter the cost of printing 
and postage. 
 
Articles Needed. Are there any items you’d like to 
share with the rest of the chapter? If so, contact Com-
patriot Engler for inclusion in the next issue of The 
Westminster Associator. 
 
Photos and Memories Needed.  Anyone with photos 
of or information on past events, please contact Com-
patriot Engler at 410.781.6622. His goal is to have a 
complete chapter photo history on our website (see our 
website’s “Chapter History” page for progress on this 
project).  As we now are celebrating our 30th anniver-
sary pending, this is all the more important. 
 
Website Updated.  The State Webmaster has updated 
our address, and The Chapter website has been updat-

ed to include recent chapter activities.  Check us out at 
http://westminster.mdssar.org.  If you see anything to 
change or add, contact the webmaster. 
 
Bios Needed.  Know your Compatriots!  We run short 
of bios on current members.  The feature only works, 
though, if Compatriots provide a biography.  So please 
send  your paragraph bio and a current picture to 
mdssarwestminster@yahoo.com, or send to Jim Engler 
at 2038 Red River Rd., Sykesville, MD, 21784. 
 
Volunteers Needed for Committees.  There are a num-
ber of chapter chairmanships that are in need of filling.  
See the Committee Status Report in this newsletter for 
where we have needs. Please consider taking on the 
responsibility for these positions.   
 
We are a Registered Non-Profit.  Our chapter is a reg-
istered 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  Any contribu-
tions will be recognized in writing and are tax-
deductible.  So, if you or anyone you know are looking 
for a charitable organization to which contributions 
can be made, consider us! Every dollar contributed 
will be used directly for our new and existing pro-
grams.  

The Atlantic Middle States (AMS) Association 
will meet 12-14 August 2016 at the Albany Radis-
son Hotel in Albany, New York.   We as part of the 
Maryland Society SAR  belong to the Mid-Atlantic 
District SAR, comprising the SAR Societies of Vir-
ginia, Maryland, the District of Columbia, Delaware 
and Pennsylvania.  The Atlantic Middle States Asso-
ciation consists of this district and the North Atlantic 
District (New Jersey and Empire State/New York).  
The annual meeting held in the first weeks of August  
is hosted by a different state of the two districts each 
year.  Maryland served as the host in 2014 and New 
Jersey last year. 

The evening of the first day of the meeting will 
introduce candidates for National SAR positions and 
allow the  Compatriots attending to ask questions 
and to cast ballots for whom to endorse.  The AMS 
typically is one of the first districts to meet and pro-
vides an early opportunity to see who will be run-

ning for election at the National Congress the fol-
lowing calendar year.  Saturday usually involves a 
morning business meeting. Interesting Guest Pro-
grams are usually arranged for Compatriots’ spouses 
during these meetings. 

Saturday afternoon will be a historic tour.  This 
year, the Empire State Society will take us on a visit 
of the Saratoga Battlefield at which on 17 October 
1777 a British Army of  over 6,000 surrendered to 
an American army of some 15,000 soldiers.  The 
result of the battle would be an official, overt  alli-
ance between the fledgling nation and the Kingdom 
of France and turning what had seemed an internal 
British issue into a world-ranging war. 

If you are planning on attending, please get your 
We hope to see you there! 
  

A t l a n t i c  M i d d l e  S t a t e s  T o  M e e t  I n  A l b a n y  
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C o m m i t t e e  S t a t u s  

If you’d like to help out on a committee or step 
forward to chair one, please contact President Jim 
Engler or Vice President Steve Gemeny. 
 
Americanism  (James Engler) 
If anyone donates to National SAR funds this year, 
please let me know.  The chapter can take credit 
for your donations in the Americanism Score 
sheet.. 
 
Awards & Medals (Charles Hedges) 
See the Law Enforcement Award article in this 
newsletter.  Our winner will be attending the Au-
gust Business dinner. 
 
Brochure Contest (Art Petruccelli) 
See the article in this newsletter about our youth 
winners, many of whom will be at our August 
meeting.  We’ll be gearing up soon for the next 
school year and all our youth contests. 
 
Bylaws (James Engler) 
No activity at this time. 
 
Eagle Scout Award (Art Petruccelli) 
I attended the Carroll District BSA, Life to Eagle 
Orientation on 27 April 2016, at the Mt. Airy Pub-
lic Library.  I gave a presentation on the SAR Ea-
gle Scout Scholarship Contest and provided a flyer 
detailing the application rules.  I also handed out a 
tri-fold brochure with the SAR Youth Program 
contests.  
 
Flag Award (VACANT) 
Long-serving Compatriot Yingling is stepping 
down.  We need a new chairman.  Meanwhile,, if 
you see a person or company properly displaying 
the American Flag, let President Engler know and 
we’ll arrange a suitable awards ceremony. 
 
George Washington Portraits (Steve Gemeny) 
Our newest program, the committee consists of 
Steve Gemeny, Don Warner, and Jake Yingling.  
Steve is working to get overall approval from the 
School System, while Jake and Don are focusing 
on a specific school. 

Graves (James Engler) 
A second Patriot grave marking ceremony has 
been identified for September.  I will need volun-
teers to help make the needed arrangements and 
participate in the relevant ceremony.  At the same 
time, there was a Patriot Grave marking that I at-
tended (see article in this issue).   
 
JROTC/ROTC (Charles Hedges) 
See the article in this newsletter. 
 
Knight Essay (Art Petruccelli) 
See the article in this newsletter about our youth 
winners, many of whom will be at our August 
meeting.   
 
Memorial Day Parade (Bill Hiatt) 
See the article in this newsletter. 
 
Nominations Committee (Bylaws) 
Anyone interested in serving on this year’s nomi-
nations Committee, please contact President Eng-
ler as soon as possible. 
 
Operation REACH  (Art Petruccelli) 
No activity recently 
 
Outstanding Citizenship (Charles Hedges) 
See the article in this newsletter.  
 
Patriotic Organizations Outreach (VACANT) 
VP Gemeny serves as our DAR liaison.  Volun-
teers are still needed for organizations such as 
American Legion and VFW.  Duties involve con-
tacting these organizations by phone or e-mail and 
identifying activities in which our chapter and 
their organizations can cooperate. 
 
Planning (James Engler) 
It’s not too early to think about planning for calen-
dar 2017.  Contact Jim Engler with your ideas. 
 
Poster Contest (Art Petruccelli) 
See the article in this newsletter. 
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Rumbaugh Oration (James Engler) 
We’ll be gearing up soon for December competitions.  
Encourage family, friends and neighbors with children 
in High school to consider preparing a 5-6 minute 
speech now.  Contact Jim Engler for more details. 
 
Supporting CAR (Art Petruccelli) 
No activity recently  
 
Committee Chair Contact List 
James Engler  410-782-6622 
Charles Hedges 410-848-8491 
Bill Hiatt  410-876-8023 
Arthur Petruccelli 410-795-3749 
Steve Gemeny  240-464-2280 
 
 
   

Shown below is how we are doing against 2016 
planning.  Our efforts in Americanism (service to 
community) so far have been in news articles, youth 
awards, scholarships and special appearances.   Our 
PG Streamer activity has been in CAR support, 
medals awarded, attendance at state and national 
events, and increases in membership. We’re about 
on schedule for our Americanism, and can expect a 

H o w  A r e  w e  D o i n g ?  
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Maryland SAR is still planning on touring the 
site of  the state’s great sacrifice in the Battle of 
Long Island in this the 240th anniversary year. 

The American army found itself assailed from 
multiple directions that day in August 1776, and it 
was only due to the repeated attacks by the members 
of the Maryland regiment that the British forces we 
kept at bay, allowing Washington’s army the chance 
to regroup for its escape to Manhattan.   

This will be a bus tour, leaving from the White 
Marsh Park and Ride  on Saturday, 20 August 2016.  
Please arrive by 7 AM as the bus will be leaving 
promptly.  The trip will include a visit and ceremo-
ny at the Old Stone House in Brooklyn (site of the 
Maryland attacks)  as well as a visit to the Maryland 
Monument in Prospect Park. 

Cost of the trip is $75 a person and includes 
lunch.  Please RSVP by 7 August and make your 
check payable to MDSSAR.  Send it to Gary Neal, 
P.O. Box 1, Cockeysville, MD 21030-0001.The fly-
er is attached. 

Seating is going quickly and is open to SAR 
members, their families as well as members of the 
public. We encourage all chapter members to attend.
  

O n  t o  B r o o k l y n !  

Our second 
Patriot Grave 
Marking will be 
held on Sunday, 9 
October at 2 PM  
at St. Mary’s Lu-
theran Church, 
Silver Run, MD.  
Honoring Com-
patriot Jake Ying-
ling’s ancestor , 
we  expect to have 
the Maryland 
SAR Color Guard 
involved.  All 
Compatriots are 
urged to attend. 

G r a v e  M a r k i n g  
P l a n n e d  f o r  O c t o b e r  
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 Our chapter President Jim Engler spoke on 
28  May 2016 during the Thomas Stone SAR’s 
wreath laying service at the GEN William Small-
wood gravesite in Charles County, Maryland.  His 
topic was the history of the Memorial to the Revo-
lutionary hero, erected by the SAR at its own ex-
pense in 1898.. 

 The wreath laying is a first at this site for 
the Thomas Stone Chapter, which on Independence 
Day currently marks the birthplace of its namesake, 

one of the four Maryland signers of Declaration of 
Independence (neither Samuel Chase or William 
Paca have chapters named after them).   They are 
hoping to continue to mark Smallwood’s grave an-
nually. 

 Engler showed that there were moves to 
mark GEN Smallwood’s grave in 1841, 1840, 
1876, and 1892, but it was not until the SAR decid-
ed earlier in 1898 that the grave was finally 
marked.  

E n g l e r  S p e a k s  a t  W r e a t h  L a y i n g  

Smallwood Marker  in 1898 Smallwood Marker  as it looks today 

Smallwood’s Home  (1898),  an abandoned  ruin Smallwood ’s Home today,  restored  

 Due to other obligations, Registrar Ryan 
Trainor is stepping down.  The chapter thanks him 
for all of his efforts in increasing our membership. 

 After a call for volunteers and some discus-
sions, President Engler is recommending that Im-
mediate Past President Cecil Massie serve in the 

role, with an Assistant with computer skills.  The 
two would mutually train each other, with the As-
sistant eventually becoming the new Registrar.  
This will be discussed at the August meeting.  If 
interested in the Assistant Registrar position, please 
contact President Engler.  

T r a i n o r  S t e p s  D o w n  A s  R e g i s t r a r  
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W e  S t i l l  N e e d  Y o u  i n  L e a d e r s h i p !  

 We still need your help to keep this chapter 
active and growing.  In multiple issues we’ve dis-
cussed how with a limited investment in time, our 
membership could accomplish a lot in fulfilling our 
SAR programs, which in turn will help get our chap-
ter better known in the community. 
 Our Bylaws call for a set of six Board of Man-
agers as part of our Executive Board.  Our approach 
is to add pairs of managers the next two years to 
reach the Bylaw numbers.  Two were elected for the 
2016-2019 class.  We are looking for those interested 
in helping as part of the 2017-2020 Board of Manag-
ers Class for the chapter.  
 In addition, we are still looking for Compatri-
ots to fill the roles of Chaplain, Historian, Genealo-
gist, and Chancellor.   
 While not an official position, we are looking 
for two Compatriots to serve as Assistants to the Sec-
retary and the Treasurer.  Term limits won’t really 
kick in on the Treasurer and Secretary positions for 
some time, and having backups to learn the ropes and 
be willing to step in when needed to help would also 
help give our chapter more stability for the future. 
 We are also looking for a new Flag Commit-
tee Chairman and  a new Chairman of our Memorial 

Day Parade Participation Committee. 
 Mark Twain said, “Everyone talks about the 
weather, but no one ever does anything about it.”  
Unlike the weather, though, we can talk about further 
improving our chapter, and do something about it, 
too!  Become active in our chapter through these po-
sitions!  As has been said in other newsletters, these 
positions take up very little of your time, but pay big 
dividends to our chapter’s operations.  Contact Presi-
dent Jim Engler if you are interested in helping.   
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SAR Attendees (l. to r, individuals are in Thomas Stone SAR unless otherwise noted): Norman Sounders;  
Neal Johnson ; MDSSAR Historian James  Perry (GEN William Smallwood); MDSSAR State President Wil-

liam Smithson (COL Aquila Hall); Ron Gibson ; Dave Hoover (COL Aquila Hall);  Chapter President Jim 
Engler (Westminster); Chapter President Mike Saunders (GEN William Smallwood); Tim Dyson, Mike 

Dyson; George Dyson. 
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6164 Washita Road 
Eldersburg, MD 21784-6643 

Phone: 410-795-3749 
E-mail: mdssarwestminster@yahoo.com 

Chartered on 9 March 1985, the Westminster Chap-
ter, SAR proudly serves Carroll County, Maryland.   
In keeping with the mission of SAR, our chapter 

seeks to maintain and extend the institutions of Amer-
ican freedom through an appreciation for true patriot-
ism, a respect for our national symbols, the value of 
American citizenship, and for the unifying force that has 
created, from the people of many nations, one nation and 
one people.  
We do this by perpetuating in our local community, 

among all age groups, the stories of patriotism, courage, 
sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph of those who achieved 
the independence of the American people, in the belief 
that these stories are universal ones of man's eternal 
struggle against tyranny, relevant to all time, and will 
inspire and strengthen each succeeding generation as it  
too is called upon to defend our freedoms on the battle-
field and in our public institutions. 

W E S T M I N S T E R  
C H A P T E R ,  S O N S  O F  

T H E  A M E R I C A N  
R E V O L U T I O N  

Libertas et Patria 

OUR WEB ADDRESS: 
HTTP://WESTMINSTER.MDSSAR.ORG/

INDEX.HTML 

Date, Time and Place Subject 

7-13 July 2016 
Weston Coplin Hotel 

Boston, Massachusetts 

National Congress 
NATIONAL CONTACT: See www.sar.org 

STATE CONTACT: Pat Warner, MDSSAR Secretary 

4 August 2016 
6:30 PM 

The Buttersburg Inn 
Union Bridge, Maryland  

Summer Business/Social Meeting 
Contact: Leonard Easton 

12-13 August 2016 
Radisson Hotel 

Albany, New York 

Atlantic Middle States Association 
DISTRICT CONTACT: See website 

09 October 2016 
2 PM 

St. Mary’s Cemetery 
Silver Run, Maryland 

Patriot John Yingling Grave Marking 
Contact: Jim Engler 

24 September 2016 
4 PM 

Large Meeting Room, Eldersburg Library 

Constitution Week Program and  
New Member Induction Ceremony 

Contact: Leonard Easton 

22 October  2016 
8:30 AM 

Chestertown, MD 

MDSSAR Semi-Annual Meeting 
See MDSSAR Calendar for more details 

C a l e n d a r ,  J u l y — O c t o b e r  2 0 1 6  

Items in italics are non-Chapter (other Chapters, State, District or National) SAR events, see the State site (accessible from our chapter’s “Links” page) for 
more information on these events. 


