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C o m e  C e l e b r a t e  o u r  C h a p t e r ’ s  
T h i r t i e t h  A n n i v e r s a r y !  

Our Chapter’s Spring meeting marks  
30 years that the Westminster Chapter 
has been in existence.  Compatriot Charlie 
Hedges has secured the use of the build-
ing  that housed Cockey’s Tavern, where 
our chapter met for the first time on 9 
March 1985.  While the tavern closed in 
March 2000, the building now is owned 
by the Historical Society of Carroll County 
and restored to an operational state fol-
lowing a fire in 2000.  The building is lo-
cated at 216 East Main Street, Westmin-
ster, MD 21157; there is a small parking 
lot behind the building. 

We will assemble for light snacks and 
refreshments at 1:30 on Saturday 21 
March. Current plans for the meeting in-
clude  installation of our new officers, in-
duction of new members, and awards for 
Compatriot service.  Our speakers will be 
the winners of our 2014-2015 Youth Pro-
grams.  We’ll be inviting members of the 
DAR, CAR and from around the MDSSAR, 

among others.  We’re also hoping to get 
as many of the chartering Compatriots 
who may still be available to attend.  
Please see the flyer in this newsletter for 
further details.  We hope to see you there! 
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L i k e  U s  o n  F a c e b o o k !  

 Compatriot Art Petruccelli has set 
up a Facebook page for the Westminster 
Chapter Youth Programs,  found at 
https://www.facebook.com/Westminster
MDSSAR/.  The goal is to have a perma-
nent contest-generic page where an-
nouncements of contest deadlines and 
reminders can be advertised on social 
media.  The key is getting the page "liked" 
by the right kinds of other social media 
sites.  Compatriot Petruccelli has succeed-
ed in getting the Maryland Catholic Home-

schooler's Facebook page to "like" us.  
Plans include posting the applicable Car-
roll County Times article links on the Face-
book page also.  Anytime something gets 
posted to the page, those who have liked 
it will be notified via facebook. 

 The link to this as well as other 
Facebook pages of interest to SAR Com-
patriots can be found on our website on 
the Links page.  

Group Shot of SAR members at the Chapter’s Chartering Lunch-
eon in 1985. Shown at left, leaving the Tavern are members of the 
MDSSAR Color Guard . Posing for the picture proper, left to right: 
Bill Wakefield, Cecil Massie, Carlton Steiner, James S. Clements, 

Dr. J. King B. E. Seegar, W. King Barnes. 

Check out our website at: http://westminster.mdssar.org/ 
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Greeting to all Compatri-
ots, 
 
We have just experienced 
some of the most beauti-
ful weather that I can re-
member for Christmas 
time. I trust that all of you 
have celebrated in a man-
ner that elevates the rea-
son for the season. I hope 
that you were fortunate 
enough to celebrate 
Christmas with either you 
family or friends. I is a 
time for strengthen family 

ties and renewing friendships, plus gaining new 
friends. May you follow this idea throughout the 
new year. It is difficult to maintain these family 
and friend ties in todays life style. It is necessary 
to work harder to do so. With the upcoming New 
Year, are you ready and prepared to put forth the 
effort to strengthen those ties? 
 
What is the most important New Year's resolution 
that you are going to make? Does it involve 
weight, family, work, or most important your com-
mitment to your church and family? 
 
Ask yourself, how many people have you spoken 
to about joining our organization.  Have you in-
formed yourself concerning the reasons for be-

coming a member?  There are activities in which 
practically all ages can participate. It requires 
that we as member make it known to these non 
members. 
 
Today as never before, it is important that we 
spread and enforce  the message of the need for 
individuals to become more informed as to what 
has made this country great. One of the things 
has been the melding of individuals who are will-
ing to become a part of that which strengthens 
our nation, not by trying to reestablish colonies of 
the countries from which they came. 
 
We have had a good year. We recognized out-
standing seniors in the high schools, cadets at 
McDaniel College, recognized  citizens who dis-
play the American Flag, our speaker represented 
Maryland at the national congress, provided 
recognition for JROTC members, and presented 
appropriate medals and certificates to a num-
ber  of our members. We have also increased our 
membership. Sadly we lost a devoted member. 
 
If things go as intended, Virginia and I will be go-
ing south for the Winter. I look forward to being 
with you in the Spring. 
 
Go with God and have a safe Winter.  
 

Cecil 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e  

Dr. Cecil M. Massie, 
Sr. 

 The winner of our local Knight Essay con-
test was selected by the deadline of 31 Decem-
ber 2014.  She is Miss Lauren Swam, a sen-
ior from Manchester High School in Carroll 
County, and her essay is titled "The Shot Heard 
'Round the World."    Her composition has been 
submitted to  the State Competition.  A state 
winner is expected to be announced at the 
MDSSAR George Washington Luncheon in Feb-
ruary.  Miss Swam has been asked to read her 
essay at the Chapter meeting in March. 
 

K n i g h t  E s s a y  W i n n e r  
C h o s e n  

 With our  30th anniversary coming up in 
March, The Westminster Associator would like to 
include a series of articles on our history.  Many of 
us are newcomers to the chapter, and it would be a 
great idea to have stories and pictures that detail 
the past three decades.  So, rummage through 
your photo albums and shake loose some memo-
ries!  We’re especially looking for photos, favorite 
moments and challenges overcome in the first dec-
ade of our chapter’s existence (1985-1994) to put 
into our spring issue.  Please contact Jim Engler at 
4 1 0 . 7 8 1 . 6 6 2 2  o r  v i a  e - m a i l  a t 
j.f.engler.1@gmail.com. 
 

C h a p t e r  H i s t o r y  
A r t i c l e s  P l a n n e d  
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 The first attempt to hold an Orations Con-
test in December failed to bring any contestants.  
After consulting with the MDSSAR Orations Chair-
man, our Chapter’s Chairman, Jim Engler, decided 
we could hold it before  the date of the MDSSAR 
Annual Meeting in April. 
 The  new date of the contest was Wednes-
day, 18 February 2015.  An article announcing the 
event appeared in to the Carroll County Times.  We 
had two contestants.  The winner, Bennett Auwaer-
ter, a senior at the Gillamn School in Baltimore, 
who entered the competition at the recommenda-

tion of Compatriot Art Petruccelli and was based 
on his Eagle Scout Essay (see the Eagle Scout arti-
cle, above).  Our runner up, Casey Niebuhr  is a 
freshman at Westminster High School; we hope to 
see him again at next year’s competition. 
 He will represent the chapter at the state 
Annual Meeting in April, presenting his speech, “A 
Revolutionary Man: Paul Revere.” 
 Special thanks to our three volunteer judg-
es, Bill Hiatt, Charlie Hedges, and Art Petruccelli.   

O r a t i o n s  R e b o o t e d  

 For the second year running, Carroll County 
will be hosting the MDSSAR Annual Meeting.  This 
year the meeting will be held on Saturday, 18 April 
n the Freight Room of Baldwin’s Station, 7618 
Main St., Sykesville, MD 21784. Continental 
Breakfast will be served at 8:30 AM, with the 
Board of Managers meeting starting at 9:00.  
While the meeting progresses, the Guest Program 
will be a walking tour of the historical district of the 
town.  Luncheon will be at noon.  The state level 
competition of the Rumbaugh Orations will be held 
immediately after lunch.   
 We urge all of our Chapter Compatriots to 
come join us for this event in our own backyard, at 
which our Chapter President Elect Jim Engler is 
slated to become  the new MDSSAR President (see 
article in this issue). 

 The flyer for this meeting is included in this 
newsletter. 
  

S a v e  t h e  D a t e :  M D S S A R  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  

 The chapter winner of the Eagle Scout 
Scholarship Completion is Jeremy Dwight Stith 
Price of Westminster, a member of Troop 1750 
(sponsored by Mt. Zion United Methodist Church in 
Finksburg).  Mr. Price will present his Eagle Scout 
Essay, “A Father’s Sacrifice, A Son’s Service, A 
Grandson’s Remembrance,”  at our March Meet-
ing.  His was one of 14 applications considered at 
the state level, and came in second in a very close 
competition. 

 Interestingly, the winner at the state level,  
Bennett Matthew Auwaerter of Troop 711 in Lu-
therville, Maryland had sent his application origi-
nally to our chapter.  He  submitted it to us by hav-
ing seen  our  Facebook page  about our youth pro-
grams.  Eagle Scout Chairman Art Petruccelli en-
couraged Mr. Auwaerter to expand his essay and 
compete in our Orations Contest (see the orations 
article, below). 

E a g l e  S c o u t  C o n t e s t  W i n n e r  S e l e c t e d  
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With 2014 now in the history books, it’s time 
for our chapter  to tally up how it did.  The num-
bers are now being finalized for submittal to the 
NSSAR Americanism Contests.  Shown in the im-
age below Are how we fared in actual (red), 
planned (dark gray) and maximum (light grey) ac-
tivity as a percentage of maximum  activity level.  
The maximum level was an estimate made during 
planning of what our chapter could do were fund-
ing and other resources not an issue. 

The Americiansm  component, which 
measures service to the community shows we 
made more than half the maximum level.  It 
should be kept in mind that what we plan is based 
on what we can reasonably do.  When compared 
to what we expected to do, we completed around 
80% of the planned activities.  We had more arti-
cles printed about us locally than we expected.  
We had slightly more participation in youth pro-
grams and special observances than planned. We 
made full points with our website activity and 
scholarships granted.  We were a little short in 

multimedia distribution, public service programs, 
patriot grave markings and medals awarded. 

Our planned and maximum activity levels for 
the PG Streamer (service to SAR) were the same 
and we fell short here, making only about 40% of 
the expectation.  While we made the planned 
number of medals awarded to SAR members and 
attendance at meetings at the state level and 
above, we did not have as many compatriot grave 
markings as planned, and did not make the num-
ber of reinstatements we had hoped to make.  
Monetary contributions to SAR are one area we 
are still working. 

If anyone in the Westminster Chapter has 
made a donation to any of the National Society 
SAR funds, please contact Compatriot Jim Engler  
(email :  j . f .engler.1@gmail.com; phone:  
410.781.6622; mail: 2038 Red River Rd., 
Sykesville, MD 21784) as soon as possible.  The 
specific funds are: Youth Program Endowment 
Funds, Public Service Program Endowment Funds, 
Center for Advancing America's Heritage, George 

Washington Endowment Fund, SAR 
Foundation, Friends of the Library, the 
Mount Vernon Ladies' Association or 
the USO.  
 Overall, we did have a great 
year.  We also had a better year than 
even the previous one, and 2013 had 
had a lot activity.  Planning each year 
has tried to up the level of what we do, 
and so far, our Compatriots have an-
swered the challenge. 
 What will be up to in 2015?  
Details are to be worked out, in gen-
eral, we should be increasing the num-
ber of active youth programs and oth-
er chapter events.  Your participation  
will make for a successful year. 
 More details will be provided in 
our Spring issue.  

H o w  d i d  w e  d o ?  
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G W  L u n c h e o n  
R e s c h e d u l e d  

 Due to  the snow storm that was ex-
pected to hit Baltimore on 21 February, MDSSAR 
President Doug Favorite postponed the planned 
George Washington Luncheon to be held at the 
Towson Golf and Country Club at 12801 Stone 
Hill Road, Phoenix, MD 21131.  

 The new date is 11:30 AM, Sunday, 15 
March at the Towson Golf and Country Club.  A 
flyer is included with this newsletter 

 All Chapter Compatriots are urged to at-
tend the luncheon.  Come join Compatriots from 
around the state as we honor the father of our 
country and  outstanding members of the  Mary-
land National Guard.  National Guard members 
will be presented with the Maryland 400 award. 

 If you were going originally and now can’t, 
either request a refund or consider making it a 
donation. Either way, contact MDSSAR Treasurer 
Gary Neal.  

 On 11 December 2014, President Elect 
Jim Engler signed on behalf of the Chapter a one 
year partnership with the Carroll County Public 
Schools  (CCPS).  The intent of the partnership is 
to get information about our youth programs into 
the public schools through official channels in 
the hopes of increasing student participation. 
 An article about the partnership ap-
peared in the Carroll County Times 
(“Westminster SAR partners with CCPS” 2 De-
cember 2014).  It included comments from an 
interview given by Engler to the  article’s writer.  
It should, however, be clarified that the chapter 
is not providing education to the students — the 
education comes form the school system.  The 
contests do permit a demonstration of what the 
students have learned in their classrooms. 
 A summary of the entire program set has 
been provided to CCPS.  More detailed individual 
flyers have already been sent for the resched-
uled Orations Competition.  Flyers for the Poster 
and Brochure Contests are pending. 
 Towards the start of December 2015 the 
chapter will evaluate whether to continue the 
partnership. 

P a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  
C C P S  S i g n e d  
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M D S S A R  P a t r i o t s  B a l l  
a  S u c c e s s  

The MDSSAR held its 53rd Annual Patriots Ball this 
year on Saturday, 13 December 2014 in the Hilton 
Garden Inn, White Marsh, Md.  With some 90 Compat-
riots and guests iof all ages n attendance, the Ball 
included participants from 38 historical and lineage 
societies including the SAR.  President General Leslie 
Brock, as well as VPG J. Thomas Showler and the of-
ficers of MDSSAR were in attendance and welcomed 
their guests.   

The debutante class was very small this year —
consisting of one debutante, Miss Caitlin Marie Tren-
kle.   Miss Trenkle is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Christopher Trenkle; her mother, Amy Marie Tren-
kle, is an officer of the Colonel Tench Tilghman Chap-
ter of DAR located in Bethesda, Maryland. Miss 
Trenckle is a prospective member of the Hungerford 
Resolves Society, C.A.R.  According to the Debutante 
Coordinator, Sasha Atherton Quillin, next year’s debu-
tant class is expect3ed to be much larger, with many 
young ladies reaching the age where they can be in-
troduced to society. 

Music was provided by the band 5 A.M. and played 
music from the 50s and later decades.  A grand time 
was had by all. 

The MDSSAR has already started planning for the 
next Patriots Ball at the end of this year.  The West-
minster Associator will have more information in fu-
ture issues as more details become available.  Keep it 
in mind and think about coming to the next Ball!  

Our own VP Jim Engler with wife Joanne cutting a rug at the 
2014 Patriots Ball! 
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A m e r i c a n i s m  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  B r o c h u r e  

 The Americanism Middle School Brochure 
Contest is open to students in the 6th, 7th, 8th or 
9th grades, particularly those who are currently 
learning about American History in their school cur-
riculum (usually 8th grade in Maryland) - including 
ecumenical and home school students. The aim of 
this contest is to stimulate interest in American 
History in support of the established school curric-
ulum.  The contest is also open to Scouts (Boys & 
Girls) and members of the C.A.R. (Children of the 
American Revolution) who are in the same grades 
but whose school system may not be participating 
in the contest.  

 The 2015 Topic for the contest is "The 
Foundational Documents of the United States" 
such as the Articles of Confederation, Declaration 
of Independence, Constitution, Federalist Papers, 
and Bill of Rights.  The brochures must be made 
from a single 8 ½” x 11” piece of blank printer pa-
per. The paper should be folded according to the 
instructions provided for the contest. The content 
of the various panels of the brochure should align 
with the instructions provided. All artwork on bro-
chures should be hand drawn. Do not paste pic-

tures from magazines, books, or the Internet onto 
the brochure. Do not use clip art. Tracing is permis-
sible and simple drawings that represent complex 
concepts are encouraged for those who may doubt 
their artistic skills. Ideas are the most important 
element in these brochures and the art is merely a 
means of conveying those ideas. 

 It is highly recommended that our members 
leverage their relationships with C.A.R. and DAR, as 
well as the Boy and Girl Scouts, to promote the pro-
gram.  Chapter winners must be submitted to the 
MDSSAR Brochure Contest Chairman, Arthur 
Petruccelli, no later than 15 May  2015. (Call Art at 
443-315-3019 for submission logistics.) Detailed 
rules and examples can be found on the National 
S o c i e t y  w e b  s i t e  a t 
http://www.sar.org/Youth/Brochure-Rules.  The 
winning MDSSAR Brochure contestant will be 
awarded $100 and the brochure will be submitted 
to NSSAR by June 1, 2015 for judging at the Na-
tional Congress.  Please do all you can to promote 
this very worthy program.   

Thanks, Art Petrucelli, MDSSAR Poster Chair 

The Westminster Chapter Sons of the American 
Revolution held their Flag Award ceremony on De-
cember 3, 2014  at the home of the flag owner, 
Joyce and William Lizor, Sr.   Chapter President-
Elect Jim Engler presented Mr. Lizor with the Sons 
of the American Revolution Flag Certificate of Com-
mendation in recognition of exemplary patriotism 
in the display of the flag of the United States of 
America.  Here, Engler, standing on the left, pre-
sents the certificate to Mr. Lizor.   Also in attend-
ance were Compatriot Art Petruccelli, who nominat-
ed Mr. Lizor for the award, and Compatriot Charles 
Hedges, Chapter Secretary and Awards Chairman. 

C h a p t e r  F l a g  
C e r t i f i c a t e  

P r e s e n t e d  

VP Jim Engler presents William Lizor  
with Flag Certificate 
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R e m i n d e r s  

.Electronic Edition. Paper copies of The Westminster 
Associator go out to members for whom we have no e-
mail address; electronic copies (viewable using the 
freely downloaded Adobe Acrobat Reader™) are sent 
to the rest of our chapter members. If you have a new 
or changed e-mail address, please let President Mass-
ie and VP Engler know (contact information on the 
back), as sending electronically will save our chapter 
the cost of printing and postage. 
 
Articles Needed. Are there any items you’d like to 
share with the rest of the chapter? If so, contact Com-
patriot Engler for inclusion in the next issue of The 
Westminster Associator. 
 
Photos and Memories Needed.  Anyone with photos of 
or information on past events, please contact Compat-
riot Engler at 410.781.6622. His goal is to have a 
complete chapter photo history on our website (see 
our website’s “Chapter History” page for progress on 
this project).  With our 30th anniversary pending, this 
is all the more important. 
 
Website Updated.  The State Webmaster has updated 
our address, and The Chapter website has been up-

dated to include recent chapter activities.  Check us 
out at http://westminster.mdssar.org.  If you see any-
thing to change or add, contact the webmaster. 
 
Bios Needed.  Know your Compatriots!  We run short 
of bios on current members.  The feature only works, 
though, if Compatriots provide a biography.  So please 
send  your paragraph bio and a current picture to 
mdssarwestminster@yahoo.com, or send to Jim Eng-
ler at 2038 Red River Rd., Sykesville, MD, 21784. 
 
Volunteers Needed for Committees.  There are a num-
ber of chapter chairmanships that are in need of fill-
ing.  See the Committee Status Report in this newslet-
ter for where we have needs. Please consider taking 
on the responsibility for these positions.   
 
We are a Registered Non-Profit.  Our chapter is a reg-
istered 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  Any contribu-
tions will be recognized in writing and are tax-
deductible.  So, if you or anyone you know are looking 
for a charitable organization to which contributions 
can be made, consider us! Every dollar contributed 
will be used directly for our new and existing pro-
grams. 

D i d  Y o u  K n o w ?  

 Submitting even one supplemental puts any 
member in the top 10% because 90% of our members 
never fill out another application on their ancestors. 
Those who do 5 or more are among 1% who do.  

 Have you submitted a supplemental?  It not 

only honors your ancestors’ services, it is a great way 
to help others to become members who might num-
ber one of your supplementals among their ancestors! 

 If you haven’t thought about it, think about it 
today.  Contact our Registrar   

C e l e b r a t e  Y o u r  A n c e s t o r s !  

 As you may have read in the most recent issue 
of SAR Magazine, President General Brock has estab-
lished an initiative to create  fuller biographies of our 
to Patriot  ancestors, online as part of the SAR Patriot 
Index to be found on the NSSAR website.  His intent is 
to award  a streamer to each chapter and society that 
submits a number of biographies  the count of 25%  of 
the chapter and society membership as of 31 Decem-
ber 2014.  For the Westminster Chapter,  which had  
31 members officially as of that date, this means we 
would need eight submitted to qualify. 

 So far, one has been submitted by Compatriot 
Engler for his  ancestor, CAPT Joseph Ogle.  All  Com-
patriots are urged to submit  in the format shown in 
the SAR Magazine.  Many of our Compatriot’s’ ances-
tors have biographies on our own website that could 
serve as a basis., so there is no reason why we should 
not be able to answer the call of this initiative. 

 When submitted, please let Compatriot Jim 
Engler know, as he plans to keep track of our pro-
gress.  



 
G e t t i n g  t o  K n o w  Y o u r  C o m p a t r i o t s  
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Will Return in the Next Issue! 

MDSSAR held its Semi-Annual Meeting 25 Octo-
ber at the  Miller Senate Office Building  in Annap-
olis.  Planned by our VP Jim Engler in his role as 
Second VP for MDSSAR, the guests enjoyed a be-
hind-the-scenes tour of the Maryland State House, 
and all enjoyed an interesting luncheon lecture 
describing the research done for the on-going 
work to restore the Old Senate Chamber to how it 
looked in the eighteenth century.  The chamber 
was used by the United States Congress 1783-
1784 when the nation’s capital was Annapolis; 
the Treaty of Paris ending the Revolutionary War 
was ratified there and George Washington formal-
ly resigned his commission in the chamber.  While 
the Maryland SAR was founded in the chamber 
125 years ago, the chamber had been completely 

renovated and looked nothing like George Wash-
ington would have known it.   

The following key items were discussed at the 
business meeting  
 MDSSAR Yearbooks are now available for 

2013-2014.  Contact Chris Raborg if you want 
a printed copy; electronic copies are available 
on the website. 

 COL Aquila Hall attended an encampment and 
got a lot of interest; see the latest state news-
letter for how this is done. 

 A number of youth programs had upcoming 
deadlines at the end of the year:  Knight Es-
say, Rumbaugh Orations, Eagle Scout Scholar-
ship 

M D S S A R  S e m i - A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  a  S u c c e s s  

 Our Fall newsletter included a draft copy of 
the new chapter bylaws and requested comments 
by 21 December.  As of the end of the year, there 
had been no comments received.  Therefore, that 
version will be submitted for a vote at our Spring 
meeting. 
 

C h a p t e r  B y l a w s  
S t a t u s  U p d a t e  

 The Chapter has a new member!  Hamp-
stead resident Clarence Donald “Don” Warner be-
came an official member of our chapter and SAR 
at the end of 2014. Don is a descendant of patri-
ot George Warner (1758-1836), a soldier of Fred-
erick Detachment, Fifth American Line Volunteers, 
the Fifth Regiment MD Line and the Fourth Com-
pany Battalion.  George Warner is buried in the 
Baust Lutheran Cemetery near Tyrone,. 
 Don joined our chapter as a result of the 
Information Session we held with the Winchester 
Chapter DAR back in May 2014. 

W e l c o m e  o u r  N e w e s t  
M e m b e r !  

 At the MDSSAR Board of Managers meet-
ing on 17 January 2015, the state’s Nominating 
Committee announced the slate of officers for 
2015-2016.  Our own VP — and now President-
Elect — Jim Engler , who was serving this past year 
as the MDSSAR  Second VP, has been chosen as 
the candidate for MDSSAR President.  The current 
First VP, Bill Batton, decided to step aside due to 
family and work obligations and Engler was asked 
to serve a year earlier than originally expected. 
 Jim is only the second member of the 
Westminster Chapter since its founding to be se-
lected for the top office in the Maryland Society.  
Chapter President Cecil Massie served as the 
MDSSAR President for the year 1999-2000. 
 Engler has expressed confidence that, with 
the team of officers and chairmen at both the 
chapter and state levels, he will be able to suc-
cessfully  serve in both roles, as President Massie, 
and numerous previous MDSSAR Presidents who 
simultaneously served as chapter presidents have 
proven previously. 
 

E n g l e r  S e l e c t e d  t o  
S e r v e  a s  M D S S A R  

P r e s i d e n t  
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A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  W i l l i a m  W i n c h e s t e r  
C h a p t e r  D A R  

 Because NSSAR will accept NSDAR record 
copies as proof for SAR applications, I thought your 
Chapter might like to know about this new feature. I 
have personally used it to help a SAR applicant and 
it very beneficial.   
  Anne Andrews 
  Regent, William Winchester DAR 
  
A MESSAGE FROM NSDAR PRESIDENT GERNERAL 
Lynn Young 
  
 I am so thrilled to tell you about a new fea-
ture which has just been added to the Genealogical 
Research System (GRS). In addition to the ability to 
purchase Record Copies, you will now also be able 
to purchase the Supporting Documentation that 
was submitted with the application or supple-
mental. The documents may include family bible 
records, deeds, wills and other various materials 
that were used to prove lineage to a patriot of the 
American Revolution. Similar to Record Copies, any 
vital records or applications that contain personal 
information (birth, death, marriage, divorce or other 
sensitive documentation) will not be included with 
the Supporting Documents unless they are over 
100 years old. DAR is committed to privacy and the-
se efforts are in place to keep members and their 
family’s personal information confidential. 
 Access to these Supporting Documents may 
prove to be very helpful to researchers who are 
looking for a missing piece in their genealogy 
search. For example, if a researcher is having is-

sues connecting two generations or finding proof of 
an ancestor’s military service, the needed docu-
ments could possibly be included in the Supporting 
Documentation submitted for a common ancestor. 
We are continually working to make genealogical 
materials more readily available for members and 
the public, and adding this new feature which gives 
access to these Supporting Documents in the GRS 
supports this goal. We believe the Supporting Docu-
ments will serve as a wonderful research tool. In 
some cases, the ability to access the Supporting 
Documents directly from the GRS may ease some 
of the searching associated with seeking out differ-
ent documents that might be located in various col-
lections, because now they may be found in one 
spot in the GRS. 
 These Supporting Documents have been re-
viewed and indexed by DAR staff genealogists and 
DAR member volunteers. More Supporting Docu-
ments will become available as more are reviewed. 
Any documents that have not been thoroughly re-
viewed will not be available for purchase on the 
GRS. If you would like to volunteer to help with in-
dexing records, visit the Genealogical Records 
and DAR Genealogy Preservation Committee pages 
to learn more about these projects. 
 Record Copies and Supporting Documents 
are now part of the DAR Online Library Documents 
Service. This service allows you to select Record 
Copy or Supporting Documents (if they are availa-
ble), pay by credit card, and instantly download the 
document as an Adobe PDF document. 
 Go to:  DAR.org 

N o t e s  F r o m  T e r r a  R u b r a  C A R  

  The members of the Terra Rubra  Society, 
CAR,  which our chapter supports, recently put out a 
newsletter summarizing member activities: 
 Two members toured the White House in June 
 The Society was involved in the Flag Retirement 

Ceremony at American Legion Post 200 on Flag 
Day 

 Several attended the State Packet Meeting in 
August at the Flag House in Baltimore 

 Members attended the 61st Eastern Regional 

Conference in New Jersey; it will be held in New 
York in 2015 

 A member attended the 22nd Annual Arts Festi-
val & Pauwau at the Waccamaw Tribal Grounds 
in Aynor, SC in November 

 
Maryland CAR will hold its 2014 State Conference 
27 Feb-1 Mar 2015 at the Double Tree in Linthi-
cum, MD.  
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C o m m i t t e e  S t a t u s  

If you’d like to help out on a committee or step 
forward to chair one, please contact President 
Massie or Vice President Engler. 
 
Americanism  (James Engler) 
See the articles in this newsletter on the Partner-
ship with Carroll County Public Schools.  Work to 
submit the chapter’s 2014 Americanism Score-
card to NSSAR is in progress. 
 
Awards & Medals (Charles Hedges) 
We still need input from our chapter members on 
candidates from their communities for the fire-
man and policeman awards as well as any citi-
zens they know that could receive other forms of 
recognition. 
 
Brochure Contest (Art Petruccelli) 
Please help spread the word.  We expect to send 
a flyer to the public schools through the new part-
nership program. 
 
Bylaws (James Engler) 
Update was sent in the last newsletter.  No com-
ments were received by the end of the year.  That 
version will be voted on at the March meeting. 
 
Eagle Scout Award (Art Petruccelli) 
We have a winner.  See the article in this news-
letter 
 
Flag Award (Jake Yingling) 
If you notice someone flying the flag properly that 
you think deserves to be recognized, contact me 
and I’ll follow up. 
 
Graves (James Engler) 
Efforts are on-going to contact the families of two 
other departed Compatriots to arrange markings 
later in the year if possible, or next year.  A candi-
date Patriot grave marking has been identified 
and details are still in development.  I will need 
volunteers to help make the needed arrange-
ments and participate in the relevant ceremony. 
 
JROTC/ROTC (Charles Hedges) 
The ROTC winner has been identified and will be 
presented in an award this spring.  I’ve heard 
from the Winters Mill unit that they have no nomi-

nee this year. We are still waiting to hear from 
Century High School. 
 
Knight Essay (Art Petruccelli) 
We have a winner.  See the article in this news-
letter. 
 
Memorial Day Parade (Bill Hiatt) 
No activity at the moment. 
 
Nominations Committee 
No activity at the moment. 
 
Operation REACH  (Art Petruccelli) 
No activity at the moment. 
 
Outstanding Citizenship (Cecil Massie) 
No activity at the moment. 
 
Patriotic Organizations Outreach (VACANT) 
Our chapter needs a volunteer to help this pro-
gram.   This includes outreach to DAR and organi-
zations such as American Legion and VFW.  Du-
ties involve contacting these organizations by 
phone or e-mail and identifying activities in which 
our chapter and their organizations can cooper-
ate. 
 
Planning (James Engler) 
Planning for 2015 in progress. Ideas on ways to 
increase activity and fundraising should be di-
rected to Jim Engler for next year’s planning 
 
Rumbaugh Oration (James Engler) 
We have a winner.  See the article in this news-
letter. 
 
Supporting CAR (VACANT) 
We need a volunteer to act as our point of con-
tact and attend the meetings of the Terra Rubra 
CAR chapter. 
 
Committee Chair Contact List 
James Engler  410-782-6622 
Charles Hedges 410-848-8491 
Bill Hiatt  410-876-8023 
Cecil Massie  410-848-4156 
Arthur Petruccelli 410-795-3749 
Jake Yingling  410-871-9291 
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W a s h i n g t o n ’ s  C r o s s i n g  

 Christmas Day 1776 changed the trajectory of 
the American Revolution.  With losses on Long Island 
and Manhattan, and a retreat across New Jersey, the 
American cause was in dire straights.  A majority of 
the soldiers’ enlistments were nearly up.  General 
Washington then devised a daring plan. 

 When the army escaped New Jersey over the 
Delaware in early December, Washington ordered 
every boat on the river brought to the Pennsylvania 
side and hidden. Without boats, the pursuit of the re-
bels ended and the British settled into Winter quar-
ters.    With the boats in Washington’s hands, he de-
cided to strike an unexpected blow: take the Hessians 
at Trenton. 

 Under cover of night on Christmas, the  patri-
ots crossed back into New Jersey in a variety of boats, 
including Durham Boats regularly used to carry pig 
iron down river to Philadelphia.  Three separate cross-
ings of the river, one above and another below Wash-
ington’s crossing point were planned but only Wash-
ington's was successful leaving him with only 2,400 
troops to carry out the assault.  What happened next 
in the Battles of Trenton and Princeton kept America’s 
hopes of independence alive. 

 Today, Washington Crossing Historic Park tells 
the story of this turning point .  The Park has three key 
sites: the Historic Village, including buildings from 
Washington’s time and the interpretive center;  Bow-
man’s Hill Tower; and Thompson-Neely House, which 
quartered troops and served as a hospital, with a Na-
tional cemetery nearby where  unknown Revolutionary 
soldiers are buried.  Only a few hours drive away and 
convenient to other points of interest, why not plan to 
make a weekend of it this Spring? 

Durham Boat, capable of carrying 15-18 tons 

National Cemetery near the Thompson-Neeley House  has 
only a few marked graves, shown here, and except for on to 

James Moore of New Jersey, the rest mark unknown sol-
diers’ graves 

Built During the Depres-
sion, the Observation 

Deck  of Bownman’s Hill 
Tower Provides a grand 
vista of  the Delaware 

Valley 

©
 2

01
4 

J.
 F

. E
ng

le
r, 

Sr
. 

©
 2

01
4 

J.
 F

. E
ng

le
r, 

Jr
. 

©
 2

01
4 

J.
 F

. E
ng

le
r, 

Sr
. 

©
 2

01
4 

J.
 F

. E
ng

le
r, 

Sr
. 



3789 Bixler Church Rd 
Westminster, MD 21158-2300 

Phone: 410-848-8491 
E-mail: mdssarwestminster@yahoo.com 

Chartered on 9 March 1985, the Westminster 
Chapter, SAR proudly serves Carroll County, Mary-
land.   
In keeping with the mission of SAR, our chapter 

seeks to maintain and extend the institutions of 
American freedom through an appreciation for true 
patriotism, a respect for our national symbols, the 
value of American citizenship, and for the unifying 
force that has created, from the people of many na-
tions, one nation and one people.  
We do this by perpetuating in our local community, 

among all age groups, the stories of patriotism, cour-
age, sacrifice, tragedy, and triumph of those who 
achieved the independence of the American people, 
in the belief that these stories are universal ones of 
man's eternal struggle against tyranny, relevant to all 
time, and will inspire and strengthen each succeeding 
generation as it  too is called upon to defend our free-
doms on the battlefield and in our public institutions. 

W E S T M I N S T E R  
C H A P T E R ,  S O N S  O F  

T H E  A M E R I C A N  
R E V O L U T I O N  

Libertas et Patria 

OUR WEB ADDRESS: 
HTTP://WESTMINSTER.MDSSAR.ORG/

INDEX.HTML 

Date, Time and Place Subject 

 
18 February 2015 

7:00 PM 
Westminster High School 

 

Rumbaugh Orations Contest 
Contact: Jim Engler 

 
22 February 2015 

15 March 2015 
11:30 AM 

Towson Country Club 
 

MDSSAR George Washington Luncheon 
Contact: Gary Neal, MDSSAR Treasurer 

 
21 March 2015 

1:30 PM 
Cockey’s Tavern Building of the Historical Society  

of Carroll County 
Westminster, MD 

 

Westminster Spring Business  Meeting  
and Officer Installation 

Contact: Leonard Easton 

 
18 April 2015 

8:30 AM and noon 
Baldwin’s Station 

Sykesville, MD 
 

MDSSAR Annual  Meeting 
Contact: Gary Neal, MDSSAR Treasurer 

C a l e n d a r ,  F e b r u a r y — A p r i l  2 0 1 5  

Items in italics are state, regional or national SAR events, see the State site (accessible from our chapter’s “Links” page) for more information on these events. 



undayThe Maryland Society of the Sons of the American Revolution  
invites you to our 

Annual George Washington Birthday Luncheon 

 
 

PLACE: Towson Golf & Country Club, 12801 Stone Hill Road, Phoenix, MD 21131 
DATE/TIME: Sunday, March 15, 2015. Social Time at 11:30 am and Lunch at 12:30 pm 
COST: $40.00 with a choice of Roasted Pork Loin or Chicken Piccata with tossed salad, 

seasonal vegetable, and Red Bliss potatoes. Dessert is sherbet. 
 
SPEAKER               Major General James A. Adkins on the “Maryland 400” at the Battle of Brooklyn. 
 
DIRECTIONS: Take Exit 27B off Baltimore Beltway 695. Stay on Dulaney Valley Road past Loch 

Raven Reservoir cross Loch Raven Bridge, bear right to Stone Hill Road 
approximately 1 mile on left.  There are two stone pillars at the driveway. 

CASH BAR: Cash Bar starts at 11:30 am. 
 

Colonial Uniform, Business or Military Attire welcomed. 

Medals and Awards will be presented including MD 400 recipients if you have donated at least 
$100 to the MD 400 Fund. A silent auction will be held at this event. If you have items you wish 
to donate, please contact Bill Batton at 410-804-4247 or mosswood2004@comcast.net. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

RSVP by February 15th to Gary R. Neal and send check to: 
MDSSAR Treasurer Gary R. Neal 

Post Office Box #1 
Cockeysville, MD 21030-0001 

Email: grneal@earthlink.net 
 

 I will be attending the GW Luncheon: ________________________________ (name) 
 I will be bringing ____ guests.  Names of guests: _______________________________________ 

Please indicate your preference  Pork Loin or  Chicken Piccata 
 
 Check enclosed for $40.00 PER PERSON for a total of $_______ made payable to MDSSAR. 



Maryland Society, Sons of the American Revolution 
Organized 20 April 1889 

Westminster Chapter 
Chartered 9 March 1985 

Serving Carroll County Maryland 

 
Luncheon/Social Meeting – Spring 2015 

Saturday, 21 March 2015 at 1.:30 P.M. 
The Cockey’s Tavern Building of the Carroll County Historical Society 

216 East Main Street, Westminster, MD 21157 
410-848-6494 

Come join us for our 30th anniversary, right where it all began!  While Cockey’s Tavern closed in 2000, the 
Historical Society has reopened the building for meetings.  Our catered luncheon buffet includes: 

• Beverage station: Sodas,(coke, diet coke, ginger ale) ice tea and coffee as well as WINE (Red 
and whites)  

• Caesar Salad 
• Three entrees (Salmon, Chicken (not fried), and London Broil), Red potato and a 

vegetable/medley) 
• Rolls and butter, and condiments 
• Dessert items 

 

We’ll start at 1:30 with an informal social/get together (wine/sodas lite fare).  Introductions will start at 
2:00, followed by luncheon. 

Speakers: The winners of our recent Youth Contests 

Medals and Awards: To be announced. 

Installation of our new officers! 

Cost:  $30.00 per person (includes tax and gratuity) 

Reservations must be received by 14 March 2015.  Send form below with your check (payable to the 
Westminster Chapter of the SAR) to: 

Leonard Easton 
1355 Streaker Road 

Sykesville, Maryland 21784 
 

___Reservation(s) for luncheon at $30.00 per person.   Amount enclosed_______ 

Names________________________________________________________ 

Street Address____________________________________________________ 

City_______________________________ State________ Phone_________ 



MARYLAND SOCIETY 
SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

Cordially invites you to attend the Annual Meeting at  
Baldwin’s Station 

7618 Main St 
Sykesville, MD 21784 

Saturday, 18 April 2015 
 
Baldwin’s Station is housed in the converted Victorian Era railway station in downtown Sykesville.  Public 
parking is available just around the corner.  Baldwin’s Station is an award-winning restaurant, including a 
“Best of Baltimore” winner and the Restaurant Association of Maryland's 2012 Favorite Restaurant. 
 
Schedule: 

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST: 8:30 A.M. 

Fresh Fruit Platter, with strawberry cream cheese; Jelly and Cheese Danish & Assorted Mini 
Muffins & Bagels Served with butter and cream cheese & Vanilla Bean Yogurt with granola; Hot 
tea, coffee, assorted juice. 

BOARD OF MANAGERS MEETING: 9:00 AM – 11:30 AM 

GUEST PROGRAM between breakfast and lunch. Guests not involved in the business meeting 
are invited to take a guided tour of historic Sykesville, followed by enough time to explore the 
town’s quaint shops before lunch. 

BUFFET LUNCHEON: 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM  

First Course, Coastal Greens Salad.   

Second Course, choice of: Grilled Free Range Chicken Breast served with Garlic mashed 
potato & Seasonal Vegetable Medley,  Topped with Brandy Peppercorn Sauce; OR Pan 
seared Tilapia served with Seasonal Vegetables & wild rice, Topped with old bay 
vinaigrette. 

Dessert: N.Y. Style Cheesecake Topped with vanilla bean Chantilly cream 

AFTERNOON PROGRAM: 12:30 PM -2:00 PM 

 Orations Contest Presentations, Awards Presentations, Installation of New Officers 

Please make checks payable to MDSSAR and send to Treasurer: Gary Neal, P.O. Box 1, Cockeysville, MD 
21030-0001. 

RSVP: By 4 April 2015  
Please indicate the number of meals required. 
 
Meal Number of People Price per meal Total for Meal 
 
Breakfast 

  
$23.00 

 
$ 

 
Guest Tour 

  
N/C 

 

 
Lunch: Chicken 

  
$37.00 

 
$ 

 
Lunch: Tilapia 

  
$37.00 

 
$ 

   
Total Enclosed 

 
$ 

 
Signature: ______________________________________________ 



FROM WEST OF CARROLL COUNTY: take I-70 East 
toward Baltimore, get off at the ramp for Route 32.  
At the stop light at the bottom of the ramp, turn 
left, heading north on Route 32.  After about 3 
miles, turn left on to Route 851.  Follow it into 
Sykesville, across the railroad tracks (Baldwin’s 
Station is immediately on your left).  Go to the first 
stop sign (a four-way intersection), turn left, and 
about a block later there is public parking on the 
right.   

FROM EAST OF CARROLL COUNTY: take I-70 West 
toward Frederick, get off at the ramp for Route 32.  
Keep to the right on the ramp and merge onto 
Route 32 North.  After about 3 miles, turn left on 
to Route 851.  Follow it into Sykesville, across the 
railroad tracks (Baldwin’s Station is immediately on 
your left).  Go to the first stop sign (a four-way 
intersection), turn left, and about a block later 
there is public parking on the right.   

FROM SOUTH OF CARROLL COUNTY: take Route 32 
North toward Westminster.  Three miles after I-70, 
turn left on to Route 851.  Follow it into Sykesville, 
across the railroad tracks (Baldwin’s Station 
immediately on the left).  Go to the first stop sign 
(a four-way intersection), turn left, and about a 
block later there is public parking on the right.   

 P 


