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Leadership’s 
Message 
On behalf of Cecil and 
myself, I’d like to welcome 
everyone to the first issue 
of The Westminster 
Associator.  The title is 
based on a phrase used 
prior to the 
Revolutionary War for 
those who were 
supporters of the cause of 
liberty.  William 
Winchester, the founder of 
Westminster, for instance, 
was an Associator.   

The purpose of this 
newsletter is to provide 
our membership with 
information of upcoming events, especially for 
those who for one reason or other are not able to 
make our regular meetings.  Remember, this 
newsletter is for you, so if you have any 

comments or recommendations just let us know.  

Notes Pertinent to the Chapter 
from MDSSAR January Board of 
Managers Meeting 

The State SAR Board of Managers met on 10 
January 2009.  There are some items that may 
of interest to our chapter members. 

• Memorials and Grave Committee: will be 
launching a new patriots’ burial database in 

Maryland shortly. If you have any patriots 
buried in Maryland please let Chris 
Smithson (can be contacted at 
graves@marylandsar.org) know so that they 
can be added.   

• An idea presented to develop a set of 
Revolutionary War themed note cards that 
are Maryland specific and can be used as a 
chapter fund raiser.  

• Aquila Hall Chapter presented a new 
educational program, The Col. Aquila Hall 
Middle School Display Board Contest, 
intended to fill the void in the National 
Societies Educational outreach programs. 
This is an opportunity for students to learn 
about the local people places and events 
which took place during the Revolutionary 
War. The contest is open to students in 
grades 6-8. The program allows the student 
to focus on the history of their own 
community, take pride in its history and 
become future conservators of its historical 
past. 

Chapter Holds Fall Meeting  
The Westminster Chapter met for a general 
business meeting at the home of President Cecil 
Massie on 29 October 2008, that being the fifth 
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Wednesday of the month. The grave marking 
project for spring 2009 was discussed, with 
Marvin Devilbiss and Brian Gardiner 
volunteering to assist Vice President Engler by 
serving as the liaisons with the church 
committee (for permissions and additional 
support) and the state society (for the grave 
marker), respectively. 

Invited guests included Colonel Martin Compton 
and Cadet Lt. Colonel Peter Kniesler from 
Winters Mill High School who provided a 
presentation on the Junior ROTC program. He 
provided an overview of the program that 
includes classroom instruction, field exercises, 
leadership training and community service. He 
also mentioned that the program includes 
opportunities for participation in a color guard 
and a drill team. After a brief period of questions 
and answers the SAR members thanked Cadet 
Kniesler for his presentation and unique insight 
into the Junior ROTC program. 

 

 

Chapter Holds Spring Dinner 
Meeting 
As a result of our successful Summer Dinner last 
year, Compatriot Charles Hedges has been 
organized our Spring Dinner.  The meeting was 
held at 6:30 P.M. on 6 March 2009 at The 
Buttersburg Inn in Union Bridge. 

The Carroll County Historical Society Curator, 
Catherine Baty provided a lecture entitled “Hail 
to the Chiefs:  Presidential Visits to Carroll 
County”.  Catherine examined the who, when 
and why of those memorable days.   Dr. Massie, 
President of the Westminster Chapter SAR, 
presented Catherine Baty with a letter of 
appreciation from the chapter.  

During the business meeting portion of the 
evening, the chapter voted to hold two dinner 
meetings and two additional regular business 
meetings each year.  Also, a call for volunteers 
came from Compatriot Engler to have members 
attend the grave marking ceremony, and it was 
decided that chapter members would supply 
refreshment plates (cookies, etc), similar to what 
we’ve done in past years at the December Open 
House events we used to have. 

First Chapter Grave Marking 
Planned 
The Westminster Chapter will conduct its first 
marking of a Revolutionary Patriot’s grave on 
Saturday, 16 May 2009 at 11:00 A.M. at the 
grave of James Crawford in St. Luke’s (Winters) 
Lutheran Church Cemetery in New Windsor.  
Compatriot Marvin Devilbiss reports that we 
have received permission to mark the grave and 
we have arranged with the church to have 
facilities available immediately afterward for 
light refreshments.  Compatriot Engler has a 

Pictured from the left: Catherine Baty, Curator of 
Collections, Historical Society of Carroll County; and 
Dr. Cecil Massie, president Carroll County Westminster 
Chapter, SAR. 

Pictured above from the left are Robert Farver, 
Secretary, Westminster Chapter SAR, Colonel Martin 
Compton and Cadet Lt. Colonel Peter Kniesler 



arranged for a small contingent of the State 
Color Guard to participate. 

 

James Crawford’s Gravesite 
We are hoping for a large turn out of our 
members.  We need volunteers who will carry 
the flags with the Color Guard, which will give a 
gun salute during the ceremony.  We also need 
all members to provide cookies, etc. for the post-
event refreshments. 

Members of SAR, DAR, CAR and Crawford 
family descendants will be invited to the event.  
This will be the first grave marking ceremony 
conducted by the Westminster Chapter, 
hopefully the first of many.   

James Crawford enlisted in March 1778 in 
Baltimore City with CAPT Willmoth's Company 
of the Third Maryland Regiment, commanded by 
COL Ramsey. He fought in the Battles of 
Guilford (North Carolina) and Camden (South 
Carolina) and other battles. He was wounded at 
the Battle of Camden and his application for 
pension reports that this wound had crippled 

him.  According to Anne Horvath, he completed 
service as a Sergeant. 

Notes of Interest 
New Chapter Member.Welcome to our new 
member, Barry Howard, who is a transfer into 
our chapter.  He is a descendant of Samuel 
Bond, and has 16 supplemental applications as 
well.  He’s also an officer in the Connecticut 
Society of the Cincinnati. 

Volunteers Needed for State Patriot Database. 
The State Society is creating a complete list of 
patriots buried in Maryland.  There is a large list 
that needs to be entered manually.  Anyone 
interested in helping, please contact Compatriot 
Engler or the MDSSAR Webmaster Ian Towler 
directly. 

Electronic Edition.  We’re sending out paper 
copies of The Westminster Associator to 
members for whom we have no e-mail address; 
electronic copies (viewable using the freely 
downloaded Adobe Acrobat™) are sent to the 
rest of our chapter members.  If you have a new 
or changed e-mail address, please let President 
Massie and VP Engler know, as sending 
electronically will save our chapter the cost of 
postage. 

Articles Needed. Are there any items you’d like 
to share with the rest of the chapter?  If so, 
contact Compatriot Engler for inclusion in the 
next issue of The Westminster Associator. 
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Events April to June 2009 

Date, Time and Place Subject 
Saturday, 18 April 2009 MDSSAR Annual Membership Meeting 
Saturday, 16 May 2009 

11:00 AM 
St. Luke's (Winters) Cemetery, New Windsor, 

MD 

Grave Marking Ceremony for SGT James 
Crawford, Third Maryland Line 

Contact: James F. Engler, Sr. 

Monday, 25 May 2009 
9:00 AM 

Monroe Ave., Westminster, MD 

Westminster Annual Memorial Day Parade 
Contact: William Hiatt 

June 2009 
Each of the High Schools of Carroll County, MD

Awarding of Good Citizenship Pins and 
Certificates to a member of the Senior Class of 

Each School 
Contact: Raymond Page 

Events at State Society level or higher shown in italics. 
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